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On 16th August 2014 our lead article concerned 
the introduction of superfast broadband in 
Northamptonshire. 

The article was based on a press release by NCC 
and BT. A good news story you might have believed, 
but it hasn’t been good news for everyone in East 
Northants. 

In particular, the residents of Denford are peeved 
that speeds there will not be improved. They have 
consulted BT and have received the following 
comment: “At the time of writing, there are no plans 
to deliver BT Infinity to your area. However, in the 
future there may be developments which allow us to 
connect customer(s) over a longer distance. I’m very 
sorry if this comes as a disappointment.” 

Since Denford was mentioned in the 16th August 
press release as one of the areas to benefit from 
superfast, local residents are certainly disappointed.

Since we need to keep you informed about issues 
like this, and not least because we had published the 
original press release, we asked the team at The Big 
Idea, who are leading the countywide installations, for 
their comments. Is there a formula which can be used 
to illustrate the loss of speed over the final connection 
to premises via ‘copper wire’? How else might greater 
speeds be achieved?

Their response was as follows: “[T]he majority of 
premises which are fibre enabled will be able to access 
superfast speeds – however, the project website is clear 
that this does not apply ubiquitously to all premises in 
the areas mapped and that not all parts will benefit at 
the same time. Reasons for this are provided. 

“The first stage of the Superfast Northamptonshire 
project being delivered with BT will roll out fibre based 
broadband (mostly Fibre to the Cabinet [FTTC]) to 
over 56,000 premises by the end of 2015, of which over 
50,100 will benefit from access to superfast broadband 
(download speeds above 24Mbps). This information is 
available on the Roll Out page of the project website.

“FTTC can reach speeds of up to 80Mbps 
(download). The available speeds experienced by 
any householder connected to the same cabinet 
is dependent on a range of variables – including 
distance from the cabinet, the quality of the copper 
line from the cabinet, potential for ‘noise’ or electrical 
interference, the quality of the wiring internally 
within the premise, the age of your PC etc.

“Because there are so many variables, there is no 

formula as such that we can share with you but in 
general terms the speeds available will gradually lessen 
the further away a premise is from its connecting 
cabinet and when approaching a distance of about 
a mile, the speed impact is likely to start to drop off 
more quickly – however, it is not an exact science. 

“Around 90% of premises which will be fibre 
connected through the first stage of the project 
will benefit from access to superfast line speeds of 
more than 24Mbps, whilst many others will see 
significant speed improvements (note that the general 
minimum requirement to support higher performance 
broadband services (like BT Infinity) is a speed of at 
least 15Mbps). Only a few will not experience any 
benefit at this stage but this is not the end of the story. 

“The County Council remains focused on securing 
full coverage through the next stages of the Superfast 
Northamptonshire project. The largely FTTC 
solution for the first stage of the project will ensure 
as many people and businesses can benefit from 
superfast broadband as soon as possible (over 50,100), 
whilst not everyone connected to an upgraded fibre 
cabinet will see the same speed benefits. 

“The few localities which will not see a speed 
uplift benefit from the project’s first stage and largely 
FTTC rollout will remain within our considerations 
as we seek to secure full coverage. We will be looking 
into solutions through further stages of the project. 
Moreover, BT is continuing to improve on the speed 
performance achieved over its copper network.” 

So... if you’re thinking of changing to superfast 
broadband it’s best to check that it’s going to deliver a 
real benefit to your property.

Cyclists
ride for 
charity
– Page 3

Higham 
Ferrers set 
to bloom
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Then why not try Circle 
Dancing in Hargrave? 

Join other dancers in 
Hargrave Village Hall 
at 10am on Thursdays 
13th November and 11th 
December to learn circle 
dances from across the 
world, accompanied by all 
types of music. 

The sessions last 
two hours, including a 
refreshment break, and are 
suitable for all ages and 
abilities.

From January 2015 there 
will be regular meetings, 
on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month. 
For more information 
contact rosamund.
sheppard@sky.com or 
telephone 01933 624810.

A jumble sale in aid of 
Children in Need will 
be held at Harringworth 
Village Hall on Saturday 
15th November, starting 
at 2pm.  

Do you have any jumble to 
donate? Call Marie (01572 
747791) or Tracey (01572 
747591) – they are happy 
to collect if you give them 
a call. Do come along on 
the day at 2pm and grab a 
bargain!

Would you 
like to try a 
different sort 
of dancing?

Children in 
Need Jumble 
Sale

Denford to miss out on 
superfast broadband rollout 

TAP AND KITCHEN
RESTAURANT AND BAR

OUNDLE WHARF
OPENS MONDAY 24TH NOVEMBER

A new waterside restaurant and brewery tap at Oundle Wharf. Unpretentious, excellent value, quality food using local 
ingredients wherever possible. Morning coffee, lunch, bar snacks or an evening meal. A broad range of wines and spirits 
complement great beers from Nene Valley Brewery and selected other brewers. Visit our website to book a table or view 

menus – including those for Christmas and Christmas Day.

Station Road, Oundle PE8 4EF
www.tapandkitchen.com  •  01832 275069  •  info@tapandkitchen.com



Oundle musician Nick Penny has 
released a new album of music for harp, 
guitar and birdsong. 

Each track on Calling up the Dawn is 

dedicated to a different species of songbird – 
including the blackbird, songthrush, cuckoo 
and nightingale – and Penny uses field 
recordings taken in local woods.

“I love the sound of birdsong,” said Nick, 
“and we’re lucky to live in an area with so 
many accessible woods. Composing music to 
accompany the birds is my way of celebrating 
some of the most beautiful and evocative 
sounds in the English countryside.”

Nick has previously released four CDs of 
local birdsong and several albums featuring 
his own compositions for Paraguayan harp 
and classical guitar. Night and Day, which 
includes music for harp and nightingales, 
was featured on the Open Country 
programme on BBC Radio 4.

The new album is on sale now at the 
Oundle Bookshop and the Dolby Gallery. 
You can also purchase the album online at 

nickpenny.com or download it at nickpenny.
bandcamp.com.

Nick also often gives talks about his 
work and plays his harp live with recorded 
birdsong. He can be contacted on 01832 
272783.
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If you wish to contribute or have any 
comments please email news@
nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 513515. To 
advertise, call 01522 513515. Alternatively you 
can email advertising@nenevalleynews.co.uk

If you are not receiving your copy of Nene 
Valley News, please email distribution@
km-media.co.uk or telephone 01522 513515.

If you would like to receive this 
publication as a download, Nene Valley 

News is available online as a pdf at www.
nenevalleynews.co.uk. 

You can also subscribe to Nene Valley 
News for £39 per annum.

Nene Valley News is produced for Nene 
Valley News Ltd, registered office Unit 4, 
Eastwood Road, Oundle PE8 4DF, by their 
agents KM Media & Marketing, County 
House, 9 Checkpoint Court, Sadler Road, 
Lincoln, LN6 3PW.

Copy dates for Nene Valley News

Publication date: Saturday 22nd November
Articles to the editor by: Wednesday 12th November

Publication date: Saturday 6th December
Articles to the editor by: Wednesday 26th November
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Want to place an advertisement or submit an article?

Calling up the dawn

If you would like to submit a letter 
to the editor please send it to news@
nenevalleynews.co.uk for consideration.

The following letter was received in response to 
Margaret Fone’s letter published in the last issue:
Dear Sirs,

Like Margaret Fone, all my garden birds 
have gone. They were absent last winter but 
reappeared in the spring, including blackbirds, 
sparrows, robins, woodpigeons, collared doves 
and other supposedly common species. 

There were not many of them but the 
sparrows and blue tits began to breed, 
obviously taking away food to feed their 
young, but the young never appeared. The 
parents also disappeared. It took several 
weeks for the larger birds to go, along with 
the predators like the local sparrowhawks and 
magpies. 

It is perhaps significant that these 
disappearances appeared to coincide with 
the post flowering spraying of oilseed rape. 
I can’t prove this but not only did the birds 
disappear but the insects that they might 
feed on too. The greenfly on my roses didn’t 
need me to spray them. The wasps, bees and 
hoverflies have gone, as have the ants and 
midges. There were no thunderflies this year 
and butterflies have been very scarce.

I’m waiting to see how many rooks return 
to their traditional rookeries later in the year. 
There are very few in the local fields. They 
seem to have been replaced by jackdaws 
which are town based birds. The birds that 
feed on insects high up in the air, like swifts, 
were not affected and did well this year. 

Telling the BTO and RSPB resulted in 
replies that might as well have been ‘You 
are an idiot, don’t bother us.’ Andy Sawford, 
our MP, was much more helpful and passed 
my concerns to the Environment Minister. I 
hopefully await some further action. 

It’s impossible for me to prove that the 
birds etc were poisoned as I can’t produce any 
bodies. They don’t just drop out of the sky, 
so it’s all very circumstantial. But something 
is killing birds and insects on this side of the 
town nearest the rape fields. Could this wildlife 

catastrophe affect people too? Are the local 
children in danger?

 John Goring
Dear Sirs,

Health and nuisance risks for residents of 
Rushden – Objection to Planning Application 
14/01772/FUL

We want to make the people of Rushden 
aware of the health and nuisance risks of 
Planning Application 14/01772/FUL at Norris 
Way Industrial Estate.

A local garage has erected three industrial 
chimneys on the roof of their unit without 
planning permission. The garage is using 
those chimneys to vent industrial spray paint 
and solvents into the air next to local houses 
and Alderwood LLA (a care home for young 
adults with autism and learning difficulties).

Planning Application 14/01772/FUL, 
for the chimneys, was only submitted after 
complaints were made to the Council about 
the development. 

The people of Rushden are impacted by the 
development in the following ways: 
• Potential Health Risks (toxic solvents and 

paints are being sprayed into the air that 
may carry asthma and other health risks).

• Noise Pollution (the ventilation system is 
built next to homes in Saxonlea Close).

• Odour (the fumes carry across Saxonlea 
Close, Kensington Close, Wellingborough 
Road and beyond).

• Loss of property value.
• Loss of amenity (local residents cannot use 

their gardens when the spray shop is in use).
• Visual pollution.

Anyone with concerns or comments should 
contact the Council immediately.

 Residents of Saxonlea Close

Nene Valley News is holding a writing 
competition. The subject is Nene Valley 
Make Believe News. 

Entries will be divided into three age 
groups (7–9, 10–12 and 13–15) and the 
author of the best story within each group 
will win £50 worth of vouchers to spend in 
local Colemans shops. One runner-up in each 
age group will receive £25 worth of vouchers.

We’re grateful for the support of Colemans 
who are providing sponsorship and for the 
help we’ve received from the team at East 
Northamptonshire Libraries; we’ve also 
written to headteachers thoughout the 
district to let them know about what we’re 

doing.
So...please let us have your stories. They 

should be up to 500 words long and sent to us 
preferably by email at news@nenevalleynews.
com, or by post to NVN Story Competition, 
Unit 4, Eastwood Road, Oundle PE8 4DF. 
The closing date for entries is 21st November 
2014 and we aim to announce the results by 
6th December 2014, so the winners should 
have their vouchers in time to spend before 
Christmas. Judging will be by done by the 
Nene Valley News Editorial Board supported 
by representatives from Colemans and East 
Northamptonshire Libraries.

Get writing! 

Letters to the Editor 

Calling all 7 to 15 year olds

Album cover

STEAK NIGHT
Locally sourced Bri�sh Beef washed
down with a quality bo�le of wine.

Every Thursday night 7-9.15pm
2 steaks + 1 bo�le of wine
Prices start from £25.00 for 2!!!

PROMOTIONAL HOUR
Sunday - Thursday!!!
between 4 and 7pm
Beer, lager, wines and selected spirits at
special prices.
Come and unwind and relax with a drink
or two or three!!!

TRADITIONAL AFTERNOON TEA
£12.00 for 2 people!!!
Enjoy lovely tea in comfortable surroundings, served in
style in tradi�onal China tea cups with linen napkins
and �ered tea stands.
Enjoy a selec�on of delicate finger sandwiches, warm
home-made scones with strawberry preserve and thick
cream, slices of cakes and individual dessert all washed
down with freshly brewed tea or coffee.

Served between 12-5pm (Usual price £9.95 each)

Bridge Street, Thrapston, Northamptonshire NN14 4JP T: 01832 732128
E: info@thebridge-hotel.com W: www.thebridge-hotel.com

THE BRIDGE HOTEL
So much on offer

Bridge Street, Thrapston, Northamptonshire NN14 4JP
T: 01832 732128 • E: info@thebridge-hotel.com • W: www.thebridge-hotel.com

So much on offer

Things are happening @ the Bridge Hotel!

Rib Nights
Tuesday & Friday Nights - All you can eat for £10 each

 (booking advisable)

Christmas Day
3 Course Festive Menu - £55.95 each

Limited Spaces Left  (must be booked)

New Year’s Eve
Hot & Cold Buffet with Live Music £49.95 each 

(must be booked)

Festive Buffet Lunch
Mon–Sat , Served 12–2 - £9.95 each

Carvery served Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day 
12-2pm
£19.95 for 3 courses.
Must be booked

Rushden Golf Club
Join Rushden Golf Club before 31st December 2014 

and secure your fees 
for next summer at these amazing prices:

7 Day Membership £545
6 Day Membership £500

5 ½ Day Membership £455
Twelve month’s membership from date of joining.

Monthly payment options available.

Contact: Ellie Williams – 01933 418511
Email: secretary@rushdengolfclub.org

Rushden Golf Club, Kimbolton Road, Chelveston, 
Wellingborough, Northants, NN9 6AN

www.rushdengolfclub.org

Free Entitlement: 
Aged 2+
11 hrs 52 weeks
15 hrs 38 weeks

Worth over £2000 per year
Reserve your place for next term 

46 Cartrill Street, Raunds, NN9 6ER

01933 624500
www.raunds.org

Come & visit us • Open 8 till 6 • Children from 2 years

Free 15 hours or 

11 hours per week
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Hundreds of new film titles are now available 
for loan at Oundle Library, thanks to the 
generosity of Oundle Cinema.

The DVDs include foreign language films as well 
as classic Hollywood movies, children’s films and 
blockbusters. They can be borrowed for a small 
contribution to Friends of Oundle Library. 

Oundle Cinema’s Chris Gill explained: “The 
collection is an archive of films we’ve shown at the 
Stahl Theatre and village cinema screenings over the 
last few years. 

“We wanted to make it easier for people to borrow 
these films and Oundle Library seemed the ideal 
place for them to live. We’re so pleased the Friends’ 
group has agreed to take on the stewardship of 
the DVDs and that the money raised will be used 
to improve the library. It’s an arrangement where 
everyone wins.”

The DVDs can be borrowed for longer than one 
week and new films will be added to the collection 
every year. Ask to see the catalogue when you next 
visit Oundle Library.

Film catalogue expands at Oundle Library

These are the words of 
Lord Alan Sugar and, like 
The Apprentice guru, East 
Northamptonshire Council 
thinks they sum up why you 
should apply to be a Business 
Admin Apprentice. 

There are three posts available 
so step into the boardroom and 
explain why you should be the 
next Apprentice.

As a Business Administration 
Apprentice, you’ll play an 
important support role in 
Human Resources, Policy or 
Democratic and Electoral 
Services and you’ll earn whilst 
you learn.

You’ll work with Council 
staff to handle various tasks 
including typing up documents, 
putting information together 
in spreadsheets, sorting the 
daily post, filing documents 
and answering the phone. It’s 
the sort of work that requires 
a strong sense of responsibility, 
accuracy and attention to detail. 
And everything you do will 
also count towards a nationally 
recognised qualification.

Leader of East 
Northamptonshire Council, 
Steven North, says: “This is 
a great opportunity for three 
apprentices to get their feet on 
the employment ladder and 
help to serve our residents and 
businesses.

“We promise to show you 
the ropes and give you lots of 
practical opportunities to learn 
and gain experience. In return 
you will help us to deliver 
vital services that support our 
communities.”

One of the great things about 
business administration is that 
you will develop transferable 
skills which you can take with 
you anywhere. These three roles 
are great for hard working and 
keen individuals who want to 
learn on the job, while getting a 
qualification. 

To find out more, read 
the job description at www.
east-northamptonshire.gov.
uk/jobs and fill out the online 
application. For a chat about the 
posts, call Aime Armstrong, HR 
Manager on 01832 742214.

“Work with people who 
share your vision and 
most importantly, focus 
on your customer.”

Tom Wand and John Stimpson of 
Thrapston completed a 100-mile 
fundraising cycle ride around 
Rutland Water, Leicestershire 
recently. 

Both men were sponsored by AJ 
Cycles of Higham Ferrers. Also 
taking part some of the way was 
Phil Ashton of Kettering. The men’s 
efforts raised £1,300 for the Action for 

Asperger’s autism charity of Barnwell, 
Northants. 

Mr Wand said that the training 
for the ride was more hard work 
than the ride itself. The ride took 
the men seven hours and 15 minutes 
to complete and the total mileage 
covered was 108 miles.

Mr Wand explained that the 
cyclists had wanted to help Action 
for Asperger’s, “because of the good 
work that they do for people with 
Asperger’s syndrome and autism.” 

Spokesperson for Action for 
Asperger’s, CEO Elaine Nicholson 
said that the charity was, “mightily 
impressed by the men’s efforts,” 
adding, “We are extremely thankful 
for all those who sponsored the men 
on their fundraising mission...this 
money will do much to help lives 
which have become adversely affected 
by the experience of autism.”

Cyclists ride for charity 

Tom Wand (left), Elaine 
Nicolson, Action for Asperger’s 
and John Stimpson

WIDE FEET?

Opening times: Monday to Saturday 10am-5pm  Sunday 10am-4pm  
Address: DB Shoes Ltd, 19-21 Irchester Road, Rushden, Northants, NN10 9XF

www.dbfactoryshop.co.uk

Visit your local  
DB Factory SHOE SHOP

Telephone: 01933 410 305  
Opening times: Monday to Saturday 10am-4pm

www.widerfitshoes.co.uk

We stock Men’s and Ladies’ boots, shoes  
and slippers, as well as Children’s styles  

including football boots and wellies!
Brands include: Marco Tozzi, Heavenly Feet,  

Skechers, Earth Spirit, Dr Keller, Natureform and Dr Martens

Then why not VISIT OUR 
SPECIALIST SHOE FITTING CENTRE 

where our team of experienced shoe fitters will help you  
choose the style of footwear that is suitable for your needs!

FOR THE LARGEST SELECTION  
OF SHOES IN YOUR AREA

BEST 
VALUE 
IN YOUR

AREA!

10 OFF
(excluding 
sale items)

%
when you bring this advert and quote code NV4114. Offer valid in both shops until 30th January 2015

get an additionalPlus

FREE ROADSIDE PARKING

Key
Cutting

INDEPENDENT HARDWARE STORE

01832 735111
01832 73251623-25 Midland Road, Thrapston, Northants NN14 4JS

Come and find out 
about our exciting 
new product line:

Find us on 
Facebook

GET
READY 

FOR WINTER
Rock Salt, Coal, Logs, 
Kindling, Sledges and 

Snow Scoops
IN STOCK NOW

November
Offers

Dunlop Wellingtons £12.99 
Reduced to £9.99

Leaf Hoover £89.99 
now £79.99

Autumn Onions Sets £6.50 per kilo 
now £5.00

Broad Beans £10.50 per kilo 
now £8.50

And 
much, much 

more

• plasma screens, • loud music system, 
• disco lights, • Wii dance, • karaoke, 
• dance fl oor, • smoke machine, 
• custom made seating, • drink optics 
• champagne ice buckets

01733 351 694   info@deckerbus.co.uk
www.deckerbus.co.uk

No ordinary bus!

Available for any occasion...

The ultimate playbus for toddlers...

• ball pit • slide • Wii dance and games 
• music • climbing wall • swing-ball 
   and not forgetting the delicious 
• candy fl oss and popcorn machines.... 

Yummy 
Yummy!

A wide selection of coaches and 
buses available for hire ranging from 
12 to 70 seats with seatbelts. 
Disabled access coach with a lift available.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN 
HAYLEY NADINE DANCE 
ACADEMY IN  ITS 10TH YEAR?
Our well-established dance academy has 
been going from strength to strength over 
the last nine years! With pupils working 
up to the standard where they are being 
accepted into reputable stage schools 
such as Stella Mann, and furthering their 
education. We are delighted that so many 
of our pupils continue working hard to 
achieve their dream.

We are delighted to be able to offer such 
a variety of subjects from ballet, tap and 
modern to musical theatre, street and also 
Irish! We take students from as young 
as two and a half years all the way up to 
school leavers, and some even stay longer. 

Our teachers have all worked in the 
profession and studied in top stage schools 
such as Italia 
Conti, London!

We feel you can 
learn so much 
from people who 
have been in 
the industry and 
can pass on so 
much knowledge 
– with added 
bonuses when we 
get our friends 
out of West End 
shows such as the Lion King, Starlight 
Express, or 42nd Street to come and give 
workshops to our students. The children 
really do get spoiled by such talent coming 
in to teach them! 

We like to showcase each year, with 
our students working towards not only 
our end of year show, which is held at 
The Lighthouse Theatre, but dance 
festivals held across the county and other 
showcases such as at The New Theatre 
Oxford.

There is never a quiet time at our 
studio, which is always full of enthusiasm 
and encouragement to take each one of 
our students and lead them along their 
own path of growth – whether this be 
for their confidence or to improve their 
technical ability.

Some students just come for fun whilst 
for others dance develops into wanting it 
as a career but each individual student is 

important to us. 
You should come along and be part of a 

fabulous academy where dreams really are 
at your feet. Dream, Believe and You Will 
Achieve: this is our motto! 

Classes are held from Mondays to 
Thursdays at Manor School in Raunds.

We have limited spaces available so 
please call 01933 625078 or 07523434407 
or email us  through our website www.
danceacademyshowcase.com for our 
information pack. We hope to meet the 
young stars of tomorrow.

RAUNDS HARDWARE & 
PET SUPPLIES
Raunds Hardware and Pet Supplies is 
your local independent hardware store, 
established in 2004. The initial concept 
was to provide Raunds with a good old-

fashioned, traditional 
hardware shop. By 
constantly assessing 
our performance to 
suit your needs, we 
quickly earned our 
reputation for service: 
‘If we haven’t got it 
today, we can get it 
for tomorrow.’

In 2010 we relocated 
to larger, newly 
renovated, purposely 

designed premises in Brook Street. 
Today, Raunds Hardware has developed 

into a thriving DIY convenience store. 
We stock well over 5,000 lines, including 
bottle gas, winter and summer fuels, paint 
and decorating accessories, quality tools, 
electrical fittings, pre-pack hardware, pet 
food and accessories, wild bird food and 
feeders, gardening, kitchenware and DIY 
products.... and of course loose screws, 
nails nuts and bolts, sold individually or 
by weight. We also offer a key cutting 
service.

We have invested heavily in Raunds 
and the people of Raunds have invested 
heavily in us. We support a number 
of local charities and events. We are 
affectionately known as ‘The Biggest 
Little Shop in Town.’ And you can like us 
on Facebook!

Raunds Hardware & Pet Supplies are 
proud to be associated with Thrapston 

Farm & Garden. We employ friendly, 
local staff. Customers who shop with us 
are amazed by our depth of stock and 
product knowledge. 

We provide independent shopping for 
individual people. So, if you haven’t yet 
discovered us, come on down and KEEP 
IT LOCAL!

MANOR SCHOOL ACHIEVES 
SCHOOL GAMES SILVER MARK
It has been confirmed that Manor School 
Sports College has been awarded the 
Sainsbury’s School Games Silver Mark for 
2013/14, which is testament to the hard 
work and commitment of the school’s 
Sport and Creative Studies department.

The Sainsbury’s School Games Mark 
rewards schools for their commitment 
to and development of competition, 
school sport and physical education. The 
Mark was created by the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport and launched 
in June 2012.

The criteria are set by Sport England 
and the Youth Sports Trust to assess 
participation, competition, workforce 
and clubs. The School Games Mark is an 
annual award and must be reapplied for 
each year.

School Sport Manager, Hannah Hore 
said: “Manor School continues to provide 
excellent opportunities for students across 
physical education and school sport all 

year round. This academic year I will 
be working with the PE department to 
develop additional opportunities including 
inclusive sport formats for the School 
Games, both intra-school and at district 
level. Our aim is to achieve the Gold 
School Games Mark for 2014/15, which 
will include the creation of a School Sport 
Organising Committee to build on the 
success of the SPARK Academy.” 

For further information about the 
School Games and School Games Mark, 
visit www.yourschoolgames.com

Spotlight on Raunds

RAUNDS
HARDWARE

PET SUPPLIES

83-85 Brook Street, 
Raunds, Northants, 

NN9 6LL

01933 626261
Mon - Fri  8:30am - 5:30pm

Sat   9:00am - 5:00pm

KNICKER ELASTIC TO ROOFING 
FELT, WE STOCK THE LOT!

from

5000
Product lines at your convenience

WELL WORTH A LOOK!
Quality & Service on your door step!

00000 RAUNDS HARDWARE HALF JUN14 B.indd   1 30/04/2014   16:59

KEEP IT LOCAL!

WAITING TO BE
DISCOVERED...
OVER 5000 LINES
WELL WORTH A LOOK

HAYLEY NADINE DANCE ACADEMY
MANOR SCHOOL, RAUNDS, DANCE STUDIO

Dance & Musical Theatre  
for children from three years old

www.danceacademyshowcase.com
TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR ENQUIRIES 

01933 625078
BALLET

TAP
MODERN

STREET JAZZ
IRISH

MUSICAL THEATRE
SINGING

ADULT ZUMBA
FITNESS CLASSES

MONDAY TO THURSDAY
FROM 4.00 PM
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Rushden based aviation and railway 
artist Keith Hill will be holding his 
23rd Annual Exhibition in the historic 
setting of Rushden Hall for nine days 
during November. 

The exhibition, which is a ‘Mayoral 
Event’, will be opened by Rushden Town 
Mayor Cllr Richard Lewis at 11.30am on 
Saturday 15th November in the presence 
of local Second World War Veterans. As in 
previous years the Veterans will be escorted 
by the young people of the Rushden ATC 
Squadron. On the opening day there will 
also be a small display of military vehicles.

The exhibition will feature all of Keith’s 
latest work including, for the first time, his 

new WWI Commemorative Collection, a 
series of ten paintings depicting aviation 
scenes from the First World War.

Also new this year will be two paintings 
marking the 70th anniversary of the 
disappearance of American band leader 
Glenn Miller.

Many of the paintings and prints on 
show will be those that depict local 
aviation and railway scenes, in particular 
RAF Chelveston and the Rushden branch 
line.

The exhibition runs from Saturday 15th 
until Sunday 23rd November and is open 
daily from 11am until 4pm. Parking and 
admission are both free.

Local artist captures 
spirit of aviation

Police cars in Northamptonshire are 
growing moustaches in support of 
Movember.

Throughout November, a number 
of Northamptonshire Police’s vehicles 
will sport moustaches to support the 
international Movember movement 
– which sees men sponsored to grow 
moustaches, to raise money for cancer and 
mental health projects.

Inspector Ian Wills, from the force’s 
Roads Policing Unit, said: “It’s great that we 
can use our vehicles to raise awareness of 
Movember.

“The whole Movember movement was 
created to highlight the issue of men’s 
health and encourage people to talk more 
openly about the issue.

“Having moustaches on our cars 
will hopefully encourage men across 

Northamptonshire to take part by growing 
their own moustaches and raising money.”

Since 2003, Movember has raised more 
than £340 million across the world and 
funded more than 800 programmes in 21 
countries.

The money raised helps to improve the 
lives of men affected by prostate cancer, 
testicular cancer and mental health 
problems.

As well as the cars in Northamptonshire, 
police vehicles in Derbyshire, Leicestershire, 
Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire will also 
wear moustaches during November.

The forces have challenged residents who 
spot any of the cars parked by the side of 
the road to Tweet pictures of them using 
the hashtag #MoPo. Motorists have been 
warned, however, not to take pictures of the 
vehicles while driving.

Irthlingborough Town Council Events 
Committee has the pleasure of inviting 
the Residents of Irthlingborough to its 
Annual Christmas Fest.   

To be held on the High Street on 
Saturday 6th December from 4pm until 

8pm – join in the festive fun.
The official Christmas lights will be 

switched on at 4pm. Other attractions will 
include Santa’s grotto, carol singing, a hog 
roast, fairground rides, lives acts, a climbing 
wall, stalls and children’s rides.

Police cars grow 
moustaches for 
Movember

Irthlingborough Christmas Fest 

 Keith Hill Artist

Unemployed local youngsters are really 
benefiting from a new Heritage Lottery 
Fund project, which lets them try their 
hand at traditional crafts and learn 
valuable new skills.

Two have obtained apprenticeships in 
shoemaking and bricklaying, while others 
have gone on to further education and 
employment. So far more than 20 young 
people have taken part in a programme of 
six courses, including green woodworking, 
basket making and dry stone walling. 

Last year Rockingham Forest Trust was 
delighted to receive funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to breathe new life 
into the heritage skills and crafts of the 
Nene Valley. As well as establishing the 
training courses in a new green oak barn 
at Stanwick Lakes, the ‘Trading Places’ 
project has also been busy working with 
communities along the Nene Valley. 

One young person who recently spent 
three days as a blacksmith said: “I had an 
awesome time; it’s an experience I will never 
forget.”

The training has raised awareness of 
traditional trades and has provided practical 
experiences and skills for young people. The 
shoemaking course has direct employment 
links to local industry, while others such 
as dry stone walling and blacksmithing 

develop skill sets that are relevant to 
modern employment opportunities – such as 
bricklaying and metal fabrication.   

‘Trading Places’ is funded for another 
three years and as well as training many 
more young people, the project aims to open 
up occasional courses to the wider public. If 
you are interested, contact ‘Trading Places’ 
Project Manager, Stuart Taylor by emailing 
stuart@rftrust.org.uk

Old skills offer new 
opportunities for young people

Learning 
traditional 
skills

Pub & Restaurant

Please remember to visit: www.kingsarmsthrapston.co.uk

THE KINGS ARMS
THRAPSTON

Dine in the Bar or Restaurant
59 High Street, Thrapston 01832 733911

Freshly prepared, homemade food 
and quality local ingredients

Christmas Party Meals
Enjoy a night with co-workers or family, in our intimate 

restaurant with a delicious menu, friendly staff, and a festive 
environment. £25pp

Mid week Lunch
Treat yourself to Lunch, try our lovely festive menu in the 

bar or restaurant. From £15.50pp

Christmas Day 
Enjoy your day in luxury, spaces filling fast! £55pp
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Notice of planning applications received

Consultation deadlines will differ for each application. Please go to www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/planningapplications for details.

Notice is given that the following 
applications have been received 
together with the last date for making 
representations:

Significant applications
All “significant” applications are 
highlighted in green. These are defined 
in the 2006 Statement of Community 
Involvement as those for:
• 100 dwellings and over
• residential development of 3ha or 

over if number of dwellings not 
known

• 1000 square metres of floor space 
or over

• commercial/industrial development 
of 1ha or over if floor area not 
known

• would, in the council’s opinion, alter 
the overall character of the locality 
by means of scale, use or visual 
appearance

• would, in the council’s opinion, 
be sensitive due to substantial 
demolition in a conservation area

• would, in the council’s opinion, be 
sensitive due to development next to 
a listed building

For more information on “significant” 
planning applications, visit www.
east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/
dcnotification

Apethorpe
14/01982/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/
CA) Change of use to allow public 
access for sixty days of pre-booked 
tours in addition to previous residential 
use. No physical works at Apethorpe 
Hall Hunting Way Apethorpe PE8 
5DG 

Ashton
14/01973/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/
CA) Change of use of outbuilding (to 
previously approved Unit 1) to form 
dwelling at Chapel Farm Buildings The 
Green Ashton PE8 5LD 
14/01974/FUL (29/11/2014)
(LB/CA) Change of use of barns 
(Units 2, 2A and 3) to three dwellings 
(previously consented for two units 
under application 13/00879/FUL) at 
Chapel Farm Buildings The Green 
Ashton 
14/01975/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/
CA) Change of use of barn (Unit 6) to 
three dwellings (previously consented 
for one unit under application 
13/00879/FUL) at Chapel Farm 

Buildings The Green Ashton PE8 
14/01978/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/CA) 
Change of use of land from agricultural 
to equestrian use and erection of six 
field shelters at Chapel Farm Buildings 
The Green Ashton PE8 5LD 
14/01979/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/
CA) Extension of parking area and 
erection of parking barns and garage 
to serve dwellings at Chapel Farm 
Buildings The Green Ashton PE8 5LD 

Benefield
14/01997/VAR (29/11/2014) (Info) 
(LB/CA) Variation of condition 3 – 
materials to upper and lower roof to 
be natural slate pursuant to planning 
permission 14/00339/FUL dated 
15.4.14 – Part removal of existing rear 
extension and erection of part two 
storey, part single storey rear extension 
at 55 Glapthorn Rd Upper Benefield 
PE8 5AL 

Brigstock
14/01986/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info) 
Dropped kerb and hardstanding 
to driveway at 19 Sudborough Rd 
Brigstock NN14 3HP 
14/01990/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/
CA) Proposed new dwelling at 42 High 
St Brigstock NN14 3HA 
14/02030/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
Three-year temporary consent for an 
existing static caravan to remain in 
situ to assist the applicant to develop 
her equestrian enterprise at Spinney 
Hill Paddocks Stanion Rd Brigstock 
NN14 3FF 

Collyweston
14/01776/OUT (29/11/2014) (Info) 
(LB/CA) Construction of detached 
chalet bungalow and associated 
garaging with improved vehicle access 
at land adjacent 2 and 3 Slate Drift 
Collyweston PE9 3PG 

Easton-on-the-Hill
14/01995/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
Garage extension at 54 Stamford Rd 
Easton On The Hill PE9 3PA 
14/02049/LBC (29/11/2014)
(LBRegs) To remove a masonry 
pier located between the kitchen 
and dining room and replace with 
metal column. To also replace the 
plasterboard clad concrete lintels with 
oak beams to match original beams in 
dining room at 9 Church St Easton On 
The Hill PE9 3LL 
14/02050/LBC (29/11/2014) 

(LBRegs) To replace the existing 
masonry structure in kitchen with 
a metal column and replace the 
reinforced concrete lintels with 
wooden beams at 9 Church St Easton 
On The Hill PE9 3LL 
14/02051/LBC (29/11/2014) 
(LBRegs) To create a bathroom on 
first floor currently a WC at 9 Church 
St Easton On The Hill PE9 3LL 
14/02052/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/
CA) Extension and internal alterations 
to detached dwelling and extension to 
detached double garage (retrospective) 
at 16B Church St Easton On The Hill 
PE9 3LL 

Higham Ferrers
14/01881/LBC (29/11/2014) (LB/CA)
(LBRegs) Upgrade the windows on 
right of ground floor to match those on 
left and on first floor with additional 
leaded light windows in same style at 5 
Market Square Higham Ferrers 
14/01998/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/
CA) Proposed alterations to pedestrian 
access and single storey extension to 
form new reception area with metal 
staircase to the side and extended 
walkway on top at 5–7 College St 
Higham Ferrers NN10 8DX 

Kings Cliffe
14/01789/VAR (22/11/2014) (Info) 
Variation of condition 2 (approved 
drawings) to change the colour of 
cladding from green to buttermilk 
pursuant to planning permission 
14/00072/FUL Construction of two 
light industrial units at Elliotts Yard 
Park St Kings Cliffe  
14/01999/FUL (29/11/2014) (Info) 
(LB/CA) Garage loft conversion 
to create hobby room at 2 Howards 
Meadow Kings Cliffe PE8 6YJ 

Nassington
14/01971/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/CA) 
Erection of a carport at Frog Hall 27 
Northfield Lane Nassington PE8 6QJ 

Oundle
14/01917/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
Erection of front porch at 77 Gordon 
Rd Oundle PE8 4LD 
14/01926/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
A single storey side extension at 26 
Cotterstock Rd Oundle PE8 
14/01928/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
Proposed single storey kitchen, utility 
and sun room extension at 23 St Peters 
Rd Oundle PE8 4NR 

Raunds

14/02000/REM (29/11/2014) 
(Art8) Reserved matters for the 
erection of 230 (two hundred and 
thirty) residential units pursuant 
to outline application 11/01747/
OUT Proposed sustainable urban 
gateway to Raunds comprising 
employment (Use Classes B1,B2 
and B8); residential (Use Class C3); 
new vehicular and pedestrian access 
and associated road infrastructure, 
public open space and landscaping, 
including flood alleviation measures.
(All matters reserved except for 
access) dated 07.12.12 at West End 
and North of Brick Kiln Rd Raunds  

Ringstead
14/01750/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info) 
Erection of a four bedroom detached 
house on the land between Nos. 17 and 
21 Denford Rd on the original footprint 
of the approved scheme Ref 12/01162 
but relocated 500mm back from the line 
of No. 17 Denford Rd as requested by 
the planning officer at 21 Denford Rd 
Ringstead NN14 4DF 
14/02029/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
Single storey side extension to provide 
bedroom and shower room at 10 Back 
Lane Ringstead NN14 4DR 

Rushden
14/01956/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
Hip to gable roof extension, window to 
gable end and rear dormer at 79 Park 
Avenue Rushden NN10 9NR 
14/01983/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
New roof with dormer windows to rear 
elevation to provide two bedrooms plus 
rear single storey extension to lounge at 4 
Pippin Close Rushden NN10 6PZ 
14/01984/VAR (29/11/2014) (Art8)
Variation of condition 2 – the removal 
of tree T154 and its replacement within 
the public open space area pursuant to 
planning permission 14/00017/REM 
dated 30.6.14 – Reserved matters: 
Landscaping details in respect of the 
showhome area covered by reserved 
matters application 13/01647/REM and 
96 unit scheme covered by reserved 
matters 13/01644/REM pursuant to 
outline planning application 10/01017/
OUT – Erection of a NHS Resource 
Centre, creation of up to 125 dwellings 
with associated open space, space for 
educational use by South End Infant 
School, removal of four trees covered by 
TPO, new access roads and alterations to 

existing internal road layout (All matters 
reserved) dated 16.07.2012 at Rushden 
Hospital The Drive Rushden

Stanwick
14/01909/FUL (22/11/2014) (Info)
Single storey front extension to kitchen 
by moving wall forward to front of 
existing canopy roof and in line with 
existing garage. at 4 Courtwood 
Stanwick NN9 6PN 

14/01954/OUT (29/11/2014) (Art8) 
Outline planning application for up 
to two hundred and thirty residential 
dwellings all matters reserved (except 
for means of access) at land north of 
West Street Stanwick NN9

Sudborough
14/01743/FUL (29/11/2014) (Info) 
(LB/CA) (LBRegs) Use of land as 
garden and parkland; erection of new 
gates to Newton Lane access, pedestrian 
gates to front and side of dwelling, metal 
double leaf gates for new driveway; 
erection of metal estate railings; new 
access door to Indoor Riding School; and 
hard/soft landscaping at Manor 
Farmhouse Newton Lane Sudborough 
NN14 3BF 
14/01744/LBC (29/11/2014) (LBRegs)
Erection of new gates to Newton 
Lane access, pedestrian gate to front 
of dwelling; erection of metal estate 
railings; and hard/soft landscaping to 
include patio to rear of dwelling at Manor 
Farmhouse Newton Lane Sudborough 
NN14 3BF
 
Woodnewton
14/02005/FUL (29/11/2014) (LB/CA) 
Fixture of twelve solar panels to roof of 
garage (part retrospective) at Olivers 
Folly 12 Main St Woodnewton PE8 5EB 

The reason for applications being 
advertised is as follows:
Art8 – Town and Country Planning 
(General Development Procedure) 
Order 1995.
Info – Non-statutory – included for 
information only.
LB/CA – Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas Act 1990.
LBRegs – Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Regulations 1990.

David Reed
Head of Planning Services
Dated 8 November 2014 
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On Saturday 29th November everyone is invited to join 
in the festive fun in Thrapston, as the town’s annual lights 
event gets a big make-over and is set to be the largest of its 
kind that the town has seen. 

The Thrapston Lights Festival will also welcome a ‘freezing 
cold’ celebrity to switch on the town’s Christmas lights!

This year Thrapston Town Council, several local businesses 
and community members have worked closely together to create 
an event which will see Thrapston High Street packed with 
entertainment and fun from 2.30pm to 6pm, with the lights 
switch-on taking place around the town’s Christmas tree near the 
library at 5pm. 

There is so much going on that the High Street will be closed 
for the event, to make room and to allow for crowds to move 
around safely.

Alan Winter, Mayor of Thrapston and Chair of the Town 
Council said: “We have listened to what our community would 
like to see at this annual event, and as a result we are creating a 
much bigger sense of occasion. 

“People have asked for more attractions and entertainment for 
all ages, and we have come up with an event which we think will 
be enjoyed by all and that will create a great buzz in our town.” 

The entertainment and activities will include a snowboarding 
simulator, a huge covered winter wonderland bouncy castle 
and several merry-go-rounds, as well as a host of choirs singing 
throughout the event, mulled wine and roasted chestnuts, a 
traditional candyfloss and popcorn cart, plus a traditional street 
organ which will play festive tunes.

Christmas shopping opportunities will abound as the shops 
remain open with their festive windows, and a Christmas market 
will be taking place in the centre of the town featuring a mix of 
good quality food and gift stalls.

Father Christmas will be set up in Christmas Cottage with his 
elves, waiting to meet and greet visitors with a cheery wave. The 
very popular magician and children’s entertainer Mr Marvel will be 
performing between 2.30pm and 4pm along the High Street, and 
a team of professional face painters will be working their magic to 
create wonderful faces, hair feathers and temporary tattoos. 

There will also be a petting zoo thanks to the Hamerton Zoo 
team, who will be bringing some of their furry and feathery 
friends to meet the crowds. Even Lightning McQueen and 
his friends will be joining the fun and will be on display at the 
Huntingdon Road end of High Street. 

The lights switch-on will take place at 5pm, following the very 
popular annual visit from Thrapston Primary School choir and 
Thrapston Town Band. ‘Thrapston’s Got Talent’ winner Aisha 
Glasgow will be singing to everyone in the run-up to a very 
special guest appearance by an ‘extra cold’ celebrity!

Charlotte Croser of Jollys Toys and a member of the organising 
team said: “Thrapston is a thriving community which loves 
getting together at town events – proven by the success of the 
Charter Fair and the new monthly Farmers’ Market. We expect a 
great turnout and that great, friendly and festive atmosphere that 
the community here in Thrapston creates so well.”

For more information please contact: Thrapston Town 
Council, Tel: 01832 734673 or Charlotte Croser, Tel: 01832 
358915.

Christmas lights switch-on event in Thrapston to be biggest ever



East Northamptonshire Council 
marked Local Democracy Week 
in October with a wealth of 
information about registering to 
vote, how to vote and other ways 
to have your say on issues that 
matter to you.

To start off the week, the Council 
explained the biggest change to 
electoral registration in almost 100 
years, Individual Electoral Registration 
(IER), which will make it easier, 
simpler and faster for people to register 
to vote. If you have any queries about 
your registration, call 01832 742119.

Next, residents were encouraged 
to attend a public meeting and see 
councillors debating issues. For details 
of all the committees and meeting 
dates and times, visit www.east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk and click on 
the ‘Your Council’ tab.

Mid-week the roles, powers and 
services of the town and parish 
councils were highlighted. See www.
east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/

parishandtowncouncils for contact 
details for East Northamptonshire 
town and parish clerks. 

Then came a reminder about 
the opportunity to express views 
through the consultation process. 
To find out more about why and 
how the Council consults, visit: 
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/
consultation

Creating a petition was the final 
topic of the week. The Council 
welcomes petitions, recognising 
that they are a great way for people 
to let them know their concerns. 
If you would like to present a 
petition to the Council, you can do 
so at any one of the full Council 
meetings. Contact the Democratic 
Services Manager on 01832 742113 
or email memberservices@east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk to discuss.

If you missed any of the 
daily releases, visit www.east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk/news/
archive to find out more.

To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 513515 Villages 0708/11/14

Celebrating Local 
Democracy Week 2014

A planning application 
proposing an expansion to the 
west of Irthlingborough will be 
considered by a meeting of East 
Northamptonshire Council’s 
Development Control Committee 
at 6pm on 24th November.  

The proposed mixed-use 
development is located above 
abandoned ironstone mines and 
includes:
• residential development for up to 

700 homes;
• commercial development for 

business, industrial and storage use;
• land for the expansion of Huxlow 

Science College and
• drainage and highways 

infrastructure including a new 
roundabout on Finedon Road 
(A6).
Several rounds of consultation 

have been conducted since this 
application was first submitted in 
2010 and further information has 
been submitted to enable a full 
assessment of the scheme. Details 
of the proposal can be viewed at 
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/
planning using application number 
10/00857/OUT.

Chair of Development Control, 
Cllr Pauline Bradberry, said: “Due 
to the scale of the application, we 
decided to hold an extraordinary 
meeting where we can dedicate 

significant time to discussing the 
benefits and risks of the proposal.

“As with all Council meetings, 
members of the public are welcome 
to come along to the council 
chamber in Thrapston and hear 
the discussions or to voice their 
opinions.”

To speak at the meeting, please 
contact the Planning Committee 
Clerk on 01832 742198 by 5pm on 
Friday 21st November.

The agenda for this meeting 
will be available four working days 
before the meeting at www.east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk/agendas 
and at the customer service centres 
in Thrapston, Rushden and Oundle. 

The Friends of St Mary’s, the Chichele Garden 
Group from Higham Ferrers Tourism and 
pupils from The Ferrers School have been busy 
planting bulbs around the town for all to enjoy 
next spring.

In the churchyard, the ‘Friends’ have planted 2,000 
crocus bulbs together with many drifts of daffodils 
around the graveyard and along Church Walk.

In the Chichele College garden, another 1,000 
native daffodils, lent lilies and Tenby daffodils have 
been added to the many already planted around the 
grassed recreational area. 

In past years local children have helped to make 
this a wonderful sight in the spring, through planting 
bulbs. In keeping with this tradition, Miss Sarah 
Golding, Jay-cee, Ava, Maya, Izzy, Pippa, Lily, Holly 
and Megan of The Ferrers School spent an enjoyable 

and worthwhile afternoon working hard to ensure 
that the garden looks even more beautiful next year. 

Make sure that you pay a visit to Higham Ferrers 
St Mary’s churchyard and the Chichele College 
garden in the spring and enjoy the fruits of their 
labour.

Higham Ferrers set to bloom

Special meeting to discuss Irthlingborough West development 

School pupils planting bulbs

We can automate your 
existing gates (if suitable) 
or upgrade old equipment 

to meet BS 12453  
safety regulations

66 High Street, Thrapston, NN14 4JH. 
T: 01832 733100  E: info@frocks.co.uk W: frocks.co.uk

Exclusive use of the changing room may not be possible & a limit may be imposed 
on the quantity of dresses that can be tried on at any one time.  

UP TO 70% OFF SELECTED DRESSES
20% OFF ALL ACCESSORIES

Pre-Christmas Sale
Sat 8th & Sun 9th Nov only

THIS 

WEEKEND

 ONLY!

call the box office and book your tickets today
on 01933 270 007 or book online at www.thecastle.org.uk
call the box office and book your tickets today
on 01933 270 007 or book online at www.thecastle.org.uk
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No, Oundle isn’t tipped 
to be the filming 
location for the next 
instalment of Fast 
and Furious, but the 
cars and motorcycles 
gathered and parading 
through town on 28th 
December definitely 
deserve star billing.

And what a lineup: 
elegant, eccentric, cool, 
classic, memorable, and 
unforgettable... countless 
loved and lusty two and 
four-wheeled vehicles 
will gather, gleaming 
and geared up for the 
first Oundle Classic 
Sprint – an event to fuel-
inject plenty of thrilling 
horsepower into the 
post-Christmas haze.

Vintage, classic 
and historic cars and 
motorcycles will fill 
the streets – displayed, 
demonstrated and driven 
with pride – through the 
picturesque Market Place 

and down North Street, 
offering great photo 
opportunities. 

Vehicle sprints will be 
held in various categories: 
Vintage cars and bikes 
(prewar); Vintage cars 
and bikes (postwar); 
Historic cars and bikes 
(1960–1980); Classic cars 
and bikes (1980–2000). 
To close the event, rally 
cars of all eras will switch 
on their headlamps for 
a frosty twilight parade 
through Oundle.

 This event offers a 
packed day delivering fun, 
food, and entertainment 
for all the family, from 
10am till that chequered 
flag drops at four.

The event is sponsored 
by Nene Valley Brewery, 
Lunar Training, Qprep 
and Oundle Town 
Council, with all profits 
to be donated to charities, 
mainly Help for Heroes. 

For a taste of the type 

of vehicles scheduled to 
attend check out Qprep 
Monthly Motors Meets on 
YouTube.

 Visit Facebook, Oundle 
Classic Sprint, for event 
details and to register a 
vehicle to demonstrate or 
exhibit. 

This will be a day to 
admire the engineering of 
groundbreaking vehicles, 
on two wheels and four; 
a day to be reminded 
that driving is fun – 
and of when it was still 
pioneering to pack a little 
power in your wheels; to 
take to the country lanes 
with a picnic hamper, 
with no fear of losing your 
joy in a traffic jam. 

The Oundle Classic 
Sprint is set to be a very 
special seasonal event. 
Just when you think 
Christmas has run out of 
steam, enjoy an injection 
of proud and loud petrol 
power!

Food businesses in the district are being 
encouraged by East Northamptonshire 
Council to work hard to achieve 
and maintain a five-star rating this 
Christmas.

From cafes to takeaways, be sure to display 
your Food Hygiene Rating sticker to show 
your customers that you take food hygiene 
seriously.

The Food Hygiene Rating Scheme 
(FHRS) is designed so that most food 
businesses, no matter how small, can 
achieve the top rating.

Steven North, Leader of East 
Northamptonshire Council, said: “This is 
an important time for local businesses. A 
good Food Hygiene Rating is something to 
be proud of. It matters to customers so we 
are reminding all food businesses in East 
Northamptonshire to display their rating 
and have a prosperous festive season.”

Need to improve your rating? Have 
you thought about attending the East 

Northamptonshire Council Food Safety 
Training course? It’s designed for anyone 
working with or around food and will get 
you a nationally recognised qualification 
(Chartered Institute of Environmental 
Health Level 2 Award in Food Safety in 
catering). Not only is the course interesting 
and delivered in an interactive way, it also 
provides the opportunity to network with 
other local businesses.

The next course will take place on 
12th November, shortly followed by 
another on 22nd January 2015. For more 
information about what the course covers 
and for booking details, visit: www.east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk/foodsafetytraining

If you run a food business and would like 
to discuss your rating or would like some 
tips on how to improve food safety in your 
business, telephone 01832 742055 to speak 
to a Council officer. They are on hand 
Monday to Friday 9am–5pm to offer advice 
and support.

When was the last time 
you visited your local 
LibraryPlus? 

Did you know we offer 
much more than our 
core service of books/
reading? I’ve seen many 
changes in the 16 years I’ve 
worked for this proactive, 
transformed service and 
I’m passionate about what 
we do. In this regular 
column I’ll introduce you 
to the ‘Plus’ in LibraryPlus. 
Support/advice tailored 
to the community, events, 
dedicated friendly staff that 
will never ‘Shhhh’ you. A 
welcoming, comfortable 
place that’s here to help 
you!
• Events: All six 

LibraryPlus venues in 
East Northants hold 
many groups and events 

for all ages. Children’s 
events are FREE. Find 
each LibraryPlus on 
Facebook.

• What’s New? Join 
our Afternoon Show 
Book Club with John 
Griff, BBC Radio 
Northampton; Higham 
Ferrers LibraryPlus – new 
Tourist Information 
point.

• Did You Know? We open 
Sundays 1–4pm!

• Get Involved: Need work 
experience or simply 
want to give back to 
the community? We 

will have a volunteering 
opportunity for you. 

• LibraryShop: ‘Icons 
Of Northamptonshire’ 
publication now in stock, 
priced £17.50. 

• Oundle LibraryPlus: 
Friends calendar now 
available – ideal for 
Christmas.

• Crafters Wanted: Hire 
a space for £10 for our 
Christmas Craft Day in 
Libraries, 29th November. 
More information: www.

northamptonshire.gov.uk/
libraries, Twitter: 

@Library_Plus

Oundle revs up 
for Classic Sprint     

The gift of five stars this Christmas

Visit your local LibraryPlus 

The village of Stanwick is bidding for 
£50,000 in the ITV People’s Millions 
competition, to create an allotment 
and community garden facility for 
residents.

The Parish Council led initiative, 
Stanwick Outdoors, has reached the 
final stages of the competition and will 
compete on TV in a public telephone vote 
against one other project on Tuesday 25th 
November.

On that date, the telephone number 
for voting will be published in the 
Daily Mirror and on the website www.
peoplesmillions.org.uk from 9am.

The result will be announced on the 
early evening ITV Anglia West News the 
following day.

Parish Council Chairman, Amanda 
Michel said: “Stanwick has grown by 30% 
in the last few years and there is a high 
demand for allotments, but we currently 
have no community growing facilities at 
all to offer. We need people to vote for us 
to turn this patch of rough grassland into 
a vibrant community facility.”

The money will be used to provide a 
safe off road access, car parking, water 
supply, fencing, raised beds for those 
with restricted mobility and seating in 
the social area. There are plans to hold 
produce fairs, pumpkin growing and 
carving competitions together with other 
events that the whole community can get 
involved with.

Community gardening offers a wide 

range of health and wellbeing benefits. 
This project will get people involved, 
working together in sustainable 
activities that can develop new skills, 

help to overcome social isolation and 
promote healthy lifestyles. It will offer 
opportunities for all age groups to work 
together.

Stanwick bids for ITV People’s Millions



It never ceases to amaze 
me what marvellous 
charity work goes on in 
the county. 

That came home to 
me last week when I 
attended the AGM of 
the Northamptonshire 
Association of Youth Clubs 
(NAYC). This is an umbrella 
organisation that helps nearly 
400 clubs and youth groups.

We heard a performance 
from some marvellous 
young people who won the 
NAYC’s fifth annual anti-
bullying song competition. 
We also heard about the 
excellent facilities run by 
the Association, including 
Whitemoor Lakes activity 
centre in Staffordshire, the 
King’s Park Conference 
Centre and Tennis Centre in 
Northampton and the Pioneer 
Centre near Kidderminster.

We also attended the 
Northamptonshire Courts 
Service. This was like a civic 
service, but much grander. 
It is organised by the High 

Sheriff, an annual post held 
this year by Anne Burnett 
who comes from East 
Northants. It was a splendid 
occasion. The procession 
consisted of several High 
Court judges, district judges, 
circuit judges, members of the 
bar, Chairmen of Benches 
of Magistrates, other High 
Sheriffs from neighbouring 
counties, the Lord Lieutenant 
and many clergy including the 
Bishop of Brixworth.

High Sheriffs wear a 
distinctive dark navy or black 
velvet uniform with neck ruff. 
They also wear a hat with a 
feather. If the High Sheriff is 
a man he also carries a sword. 
Lady High Sheriffs do have a 
sword, but it is carried by their 
cadet. It is not considered 
ladylike for them to carry 
a sword! Tradition and 
ceremony is something that 
the British do exceedingly 
well.

 I also attended a 
conference in Kettering. I was 
particularly proud of the work 

of the charity Groundwork 
Northamptonshire, as I am a 
board member appointed by 
East Northants Council. 

One of their groups 
described the value of a 
regular half-hour walk each 
day, which can help with 
many ailments and is thought 
to prolong life by around five 
years. The volunteer walkers 
were especially enthusiastic 
and inspirational. Health 
Walks already take place at 
Stanwick Lakes in our area, 
but I am hoping to extend this 
to Rushden in the future.

Groundwork youth workers 
also enthusiastically described 
their Talent Match project. 
This helps young people to 
get into employment. Some 
of these young people have 
low self-esteem and do not 
have the skills or personal 
circumstances appropriate 
to get into employment. 
The Groundwork workers 
help them to overcome 
these difficulties using group 
sessions and one-to-one 

mentoring.
On 24th October we raised 

the new Northamptonshire 
flag for the first time at 
the Council building in 
Thrapston. This was to 
coincide with the County 
Day, which is on 25th 
October. We held a small 

ceremony and Reverend 
Peter Baden blessed the 
flag. This flag was recently 
unveiled for the first time 
in Northampton, after a 
competition was launched to 
decide on a design.

I have attended two 
interesting and very different 

fundraising events. One was a 
Remembrance talk at Burton 
Latimer, where we heard 
about music during the First 
World War. The other was a 
race night in Rushden, in aid 
of the charity Mind.

ENC Chairman 
Cllr Gill Mercer

• Are you interested in using 
your existing skills and 
experience and developing 
new ones through 
volunteering?

• Perhaps you have been 
a carer yourself and 
appreciate the importance 
of getting a break?

• Are you retired or semi-
retired, work part-time, or 
are taking a career break? 
Maybe you are looking 
after a family but have a 
few hours to spare and 
are interested in doing 
something that will make a 
difference in your town.

• Are you looking to get some 
experience and a reference 
for paid work in the future?

• Would you like to enable 
more carers in Rushden 
to benefit from the sitting 
service?
If so, becoming a volunteer 

befriender with the Carers 
Sitting Service may be for you. 

WHAT’S INVOLVED?
The Carers Sitting Service 
provides support by giving 
a break to those who have 
a caring responsibility for 
a husband, wife, partner, 

parent, relative or friend.  
Sitting sessions take the 
form of befriending, do not 
involve provision of personal 
care, run from two to three 
hours and involve meeting 
the same person in their 
own home. We’ll provide 
you with induction training 
and ongoing support. Travel 
expenses will be paid for any 
visits you make.

Volunteering is very flexible 
and you can fit it around your 
other commitments. You can 
do regular or more occasional 
sitting sessions. You don’t need 
any qualifications to become 
a volunteer as we provide 
training and ongoing support. 
However, it is important that 
you are understanding, patient 
and a good listener. 

Interested and want to 
find out more? Contact 
Adam Wilson, Volunteer 
Coordinator on 01933 677837 
or 07538 616387, or email 
adamw@northamptonshire-
carers.org 

Alternatively, you can 
download an application 
form and volunteer befriender 
role description from www.
northamptonshire-carers.org 

Volunteers needed 
for Carers Sitting 
Service in Rushden

From the East Northamptonshire 
Council Chairman

Rushden Academy, sponsored 
by The Education Fellowship, 
is delighted that its First Friends 
Day Nursery has been rated 
‘Outstanding’.

An Ofsted inspection in September 
found the quality and standards of its 
early years provision to be universally 
outstanding, with the nursery providing 
high quality care and education for 
every one of its children.  

Ofsted reported that children make 
excellent and often rapid progress 
with staff who are highly motivated to 
support children’s individual needs and 
do so extremely effectively. 

Children feel very safe and secure in 

the small, friendly nursery environment 
and benefit from the highly effective key-
person system the nursery operates. It 
also has particularly effective monitoring 
and tracking systems which inform 
continuous improvements. Safeguarding 
is a priority, with strict procedures in 
place, and processes for the recruitment 
of staff are robust. Its outdoor areas are 
an additional rich learning resource. 

Lizzie Rowe, Deputy Chief Executive 
of The Education Fellowship, said: 
“Children attending this small, 
welcoming nursery have every 
opportunity to reach their full potential 
and I congratulate Faye Beck and her 
team for their superb work in bringing 

the nursery to this outstanding status.  
Excellent teaching and management 
has led to highly motivated and engaged 
children enjoying a rich learning 
environment in this busy yet calm 
atmosphere. On top of this the children’s 
emotional wellbeing is extremely well 
fostered.”

Jude Goodacre, Acting Principal of 
Rushden Academy, said: “Everyone at 
Rushden Academy is extremely proud of 
the achievement of Faye and her team. 
My own three children attended First 
Friends and I am pleased to say that 
the links between the school and the 
nursery are strong for both our staff and 
our students.” 

Rushden Academy opened as an 
11–18 years old sponsored academy in 
January 2013 and is sponsored by The 
Education Fellowship. First Friends 
Day Nursery is situated onsite and has 
registered places for up to 25 children 
per session. The nursery offers part 
and full-time places for children aged 
between three months and five years 
during term time and training days only. 
The nursery offers limited funded places 
for three year olds. The nursery accepts 
childcare vouchers. 

For more information please contact 
the Nursery Manager Faye Beck at 
First Friends Day Nursery, Rushden 
Community College, Hayway, Rushden 
NN10 6AG, Tel: 01933 317926.

To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 513515 News 0908/11/14

Ofsted rates Rushden 
Academy’s nursery Outstanding

(from left to right), Cllr Gill Mercer, Chairman of East Northamptonshire Council, John Kenny, Building 
Maintenance Supervisor at East Northamptonshire Council, and Reverend Peter Baden



Fishing is a solitary 
occupation – usually 
just a quick “go’day” 
to others already in 
position, and then the 
joy of a contemplative 
state of mind for several 
hours, then home. 

However, some of the 
regulars at the beautiful 
and tranquil Ringstead 
Grange Trout Fishery 
thought it might be a good 
idea to have a get-together 
before the season ends, so 
that everyone could meet 
and have a chat. 

The group approached 
Bailiff John Barlow, of 
Thrapston, who then led 
a small team in organising 
a luncheon Hog Roast for 
Sunday 19th October.
 An unseasonably warm 
and sunny day greeted 
everyone, with fishing boats 
already out on the water. 
The local Bonas Brothers 
music duo, followed 
by the Northampton 
Ukulele Band, gave a 
celebratory live music 
backing to the event as Phil 
Wilmott cooked and served 
the hog which he had so 

generously given.  
Bailiff John Barlow 

dispensed tea and coffee 
from his chalet office, some 
members demonstrated the 
art of ‘float tube’ fishing, 
and lake owner Rosemary 
Foster presented her trophy 
to the winner of the 2014 
Junior Fishing Match, ten-
year-old Harry Pearce of 
Rushden.

 Members were also 
delighted to learn that, 
instead of trout fishing 
finishing in late November 
– as has been the custom 
in previous years – it will 
continue, alongside pike 
fishing, during the winter 
weekends. It was also a 
special day for Mr Barlow, 
as it marked the completion 
of his first year as Bailiff at 
the lake.

 Congratulations are 
most certainly in order 
to everyone who took 
part in this happy event 
(‘And when are we having 
another one?’ they asked) 
and who contributed to a 
collection which raised over 
£500 for the Macmillan 
Nurses fund.

Hog Roast for 
Ringstead fishers

To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 513515News/recipe10 08/11/14

Risotto alla Milanese
Prep time: 20 mins 
Cook time: 20 mins 
Serves: 4

Ingredients
• 350g carnaroli rice 

(alternatively Arborio rice)
• 50g butter (1 knob 30g and 

1 knob 20 g)
• 40g beef or veal bone 

marrow
• ½ onion (finely chopped)
• 100ml white wine
• 1.5L hot veal or chicken 

stock (add extra if needed)
• 0.10–0.20g saffron powder 

(usually 1 sachet)
• 60g Parmesan cheese (finely 

grated)
• Salt and black pepper

Instructions
• Before you start cooking 

prepare the stock so that 
it is readily available when 
required.

• Have the 
stock just 
simmering.

• Melt 30g 
of butter in a large pan and 
add the onion.

• Gently cook over medium 
heat for about 2 minutes 
being careful not to brown. 

• Add the bone marrow 
and continue cooking for 
another 3 minutes, breaking 
the marrow with the spoon 
while stirring.

• Once the onion is soft, add 
the rice and stir until the 
rice is completely coated 
with the fat. The rice will 
start to become translucent. 
Keep stirring and gently 
cook the rice for another 
minute or two.

• Add the white wine, keep 
stirring and let the wine 
evaporate (it will probably 
take a couple of minutes).

• Add the stock and turn 

the heat to medium/low. 
The stock, which is kept 
simmering, should be added 
a couple of ladles at a time. 
When this is absorbed, add 
more stock. Carry on in 

this way for about 
15 minutes. During 
this stage do not 
leave the pan alone 
and stir regularly 
(gently).
• After 15 minutes, 
you will probably 
need an extra 3 to 5 
minutes to complete 
the final stage of 
cooking (this time 

depends on the type of rice 
you are using). From now 
on, taste the rice every 
minute until the rice is 
cooked al dente (this means 
that the rice is tender 
outside, but still slightly firm 
to the bite in the centre). At 
the same time, the tasting 
will tell you if you need 
to adjust the seasoning. 
Regular but gentle stirring is 
required for the last minutes 
in order to avoid the risotto 
sticking to the bottom of 
the pan.

• Put the saffron powder 
into a glass and add half a 
ladle of stock. Stir until the 
saffron dissolves and then 
add to the pan. If using 
saffron strands, steep for 2 

minutes before adding to 
the pan.

• In these last minutes, if 
the stock is completely 
absorbed, you can gradually 
add a bit more (say half a 
ladle at a time) because at 
this final stage you do not 
want the risotto becoming 
too watery.

• Stir until all the rice is 
uniformly coloured (golden 
yellow). Continue cooking 
and adding stock if required.

• When the rice is perfectly 
cooked al dente, add the 
Parmesan cheese and stir 
for few seconds until the 
Parmesan has melted.

• Remove from heat and add 
all the remaining butter 
(cut into pieces) and stir 
until completely melted.

• Cover the pan with a lid for 
about 1 minute and allow 
the risotto to rest before 
serving it.

• Risotto should be served 
all’onda (like a wave). This 
means that when you serve 
it on to the plate, it should 
still flow a little.

• If you want a vegetarian 
option leave out the marrow 
and use vegetable stock.

• Buon appetito!

Serve as an accompaniment 
to Osso Buco alla Milanese.
Ferdis-kitchen@gmail.com

Ferdi’s 
Kitchen 
By José Ferdi Tavares  
ferdis.kitchen@gmail.com

NOW
 

OPEN SUNDAYS

10am
-4pm

OPENING TIMES 
Monday to Saturday 8.30am-5.30pm or please 
book an appointment. Sunday 10am-4pm

EMaIl
ocweavers@gmail.com

HIGHAM FERRERS  

ANGEL  FE ST IVAL   
21st, 22nd & 23rd November 2014               

St Mary’s Church & Bede House 
Higham Ferrers 

Opening /Last Admission Times 

Friday   12.00 Noon—5.00pm 

Saturday   9.00am—6.00pm 

Sunday  12.00 Noon—5.00pm 

Admission                                 
(including souvenir programme) 

Adults     £3.00 

Children (under 16) Free 

CHRI STMAS   

S PARKLE   
Saturday, 22nd November 2014  
Market Square, Higham Ferrers 11.00am-6.30pm                

FUN FAIR     SANTA’S GROTTO             
CONTINENTAL MARKET                       

CRAFT STALLS      DODGEMS                         
REFRESHMENTS    

LIGHTS SWITCH ON AT 5.00PM          
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Saturday 8th November
Craft And Food Fair
Brigstock Village Hall
10am–4pm
Free Admission
Sally Wilks 01536 373428
Local crafts, Christmas gifts, 
beer and food stalls.

Coffee Morning and 
Community Shop
Laxton Village Hall
10.30am–12noon 
All welcome
Tim Gilbert on 01780 
450005.
Freshly brewed coffee and 
tea, cakes and bakes, soft 
drinks available. On sale: 
local eggs, honey, seasonal 
produce. Newspapers 
available.

Sunday 9th November
The Great Christmas 
Gift Fair
The Victoria Hall, West 
Street, Oundle
11.30am–4.30pm
Free Entry
Handmade gifts, stocking 
fillers, tombola, vintage tea 
room, retro furniture and 
fashions, Pip Studio, Captain 
Clareways and a raffle in aid 
of The British Legion.

Monday 10th November
Oundle U3A Monthly 
Meeting
Victoria Hall
Doors open 2.15pm, 
speaker 3pm
Members £1
Tel: 01832 274778
Ian Burton – ‘Unusual 
Musical Instruments.’

Tuesday 11th November
Tea Dance
Pemberton Centre, Rushden.
2pm–4.15pm
£3 Includes tea/coffee and 
cakes.
Tel: 01933 356552
Ballroom/sequence dancing.
Proceeds to charity.

Film Night: The Railway 
Man (15)
Laxton Village Hall
7.30pm–10pm 
£5
Noel Jessop on 01780 450273 
or email noel@
stuartlighting.com
Showing The Railway Man 
(15). Tea, coffee, wine, beer, 
soft drinks available.  

Men’s group Pensioners’ 
Parliament 
Bingo and general session.
Rushden Hall, Hall Park, 
Rushden
2pm–4pm
£1 + Raffle
Secretary Malcolm 01933 
314090

Wednesday 12th November
Oundle Branch 
Northamptonshire Family 
History Society
The Methodist Church, 
Drummingwell Lane, Oundle
7.30pm–9.30pm
Non-members £2
For more information please 
contact 01832 272061 / 270061 
David & Sue Wilkinson. 
Talk about East Coast 
maritime adventures, lucky 
escapes and family myths.

Thursday 13th November
Oundle Art Group Meeting
Tansor Village Hall
1.45pm–3.45pm
Non-members £2.50 
Jane Sanders 01832 226495  
Chris Yates 01832 226345
‘Still Life’ – bring any media.

Discovery Walks
Meet opposite The Bell, Little 
Addington
2pm
£1.50, no need to book.
Tel: 01780 782747
www.weanorthamptonshire.org
Exploring Northamptonshire 
– Little Addington – 4.5 miles.

Raunds WI 
The Saxon Hall
7.30pm
£3.50 for visitors
Mary Harber 01933 624271
The Speaker is Polly Feeley on 
Music & Memories of 1950s.

Friday 14th November
The Buildings of Oundle 
– an illustrated talk by 
Colin Ray, Oundle 
Historical Society
Oundle Methodist Church, 
Drummingwell Lane, Oundle
7.30pm
Members free 
Non-members £2 
Perdita Cawthorne 01832 
205115

Film: Jersey Boys (12A)
Stahl Theatre, West Street 
Oundle
Bar and Ticket Office open 
7.15pm, Programme starts 
7.45pm
£5 adults, £3 under 18s
Tickets from Oundle Festival 
Office, 01832 274734 or on the 
door.
The trials and triumphs of 60s 
sensations The Four Seasons, 
with a fabulous musical 
soundtrack.

Film: Captain Phillips (15) 
Ringstead Village Social Club, 
High Street NN14 4DA. 
Doors open at 7.30pm, Film 
starts 7.45pm.
Tickets £4 
Contact 01933 460373 for 
details.
Disabled access from rear car 
park. Bar available. 

Saturday 15th November
Messy Church
The Salvation Army, Church 
Street, Rushden
4pm–5.30pm
Free Admission
Gill Valentine 01933 353528.
Everyone is invited young and 
old, crafts/story and a cooked 
meal.

Children in Need Jumble 
Sale
Harringworth Village Hall, 
Gretton Road, Harringworth, 
NN17 3AD
2pm
Free Admission
Marie 01572 747791
Popular annual Jumble Sale in 
aid of Children in Need.

Autumn Concert to raise 
funds for Air Ambulance
The Heritage Church, Park 
Road, Rushden
7pm
£5 (including refreshments) 
Tickets ring 07789 221750, 
from any choir member or on 
the door.
The Enigma Singers and Nene 
Valley Singers with guest 
soloists, compered by Diana 
Awdry.

Warmington Children’s 
Tabletop Sale
Warmington Village Hall
10am–12noon
Free
Email children.tabletop@
hotmail.com for table 
availability and booking.
Secondhand sale of mum and 
baby items including 
equipment, clothes, toys and 
maternity. Refreshments 
available.

Saturday 15th & 
Sunday 16th November
Sizzle and Stroll Morning
Lyveden New Bield
9.30am–11.30am
Normal property admission 
charges.
Tel: 01832 205158 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
lyveden
Enjoy an early stroll around 
the grounds and a bacon 
sandwich in the Tea Room.

Saturday 15th November 
until Sunday 23rd November
Mayor’s Memorial Art 
Exhibition
Rushden Hall, Hall Park, 
Rushden
11am–4pm daily
Free
Tel: 01933 350283
Description: Aviation, Railway 
and Local Art by Keith Hill. 
New WWI collection on display.

Sunday 16th November 
Christmas Craft Fair
Fotheringhay Village Hall

11am–4pm
Free Admission 
A selection of handmade 
items from local artists and 
makers including jewellery, 
mosaics, ceramics, textiles, 
scented candles, preserves and 
much more.

Shamblers Walk 
*change of venue 
(not Stanwick Lakes) 
Barley Mow pub in Cosgrove 
MK19 7JD 
10am for 10.30am start 
Peter 01933 396826 / www.
northamptonshireshamblers.
org.uk 
A leisurely circular walk with 
friendly company along the 
canal and riverside. Optional 
meal afterwards.

Monday 17th November
Higham Ferrers WI
The Adult School, Westfield 
Terrace, Higham Ferrers
2.15pm
Pat Barber on 01933 306447
Why not join us for Craft and 
a Chat? We are making a 
Christmas Cracker.

Tuesday 18th November
Mens group Pensioners’ 
Parliament
Viewing local artist Keith 
Hill’s exhibition, Rushden 
Hall, Hall Park, Rushden
2pm–4pm
Secretary Malcolm 01933 
314090.

Thursday 20th November
Warmington Ladies Choir 
Elton Methodist Chapel
7.30pm–9.30pm
£8 per ticket including tea and 
cakes.
Contact details and ticket 
sales 01832 280720 
Ashley@matherholman.co.uk
Title of evening, ‘Lest we 
forget.’

Oundle Art Group Meeting
Tansor Village Hall
1.45pm–3.45pm
Non-members £6
Jane Sanders 01832 226495;  
Chris Yates  01832 226345 
‘Architectural Perspective’  
with David Rushton. Bring 
variety of pencils and papers, 
watercolour.

Friday 21st November 
Talk by Tom Stroud on 
Arctic Wildlife – 16 
months at Rothera Station
Methodist Church, 
Drummingwell Lane, Oundle
7.30pm
Non-members £3 and 
Members £2
Keith Alvey on 01832 272666.

Film: The 100-Year-Old 
Man who Climbed out of 

the Window and 
Disappeared (15) 
(Swedish with subtitles)
Stahl Theatre, 
West Street Oundle
Bar and Ticket Office open 
7.15pm, Programme starts 
7.45pm. 
£5 adults, £3 under 18s
Tickets from Oundle Festival 
Office 01832 274734 or on the 
door.
Offbeat comedy following 
Alan after he escapes from his 
nursing home on his 100th 
birthday.

Saturday 22nd November
Little Addington   
Christmas Fayre  
St Mary’s Church, High St,  
Little Addington NN14 4BD
2pm–5pm
Admission: Children 16/under 
Free, Adults £1 
Tel: 01933 650245 or 650788
Cakes, tombola, games,  
bric-a-brac, crafts, Christmas 
table decorations/cards,  
books, hamper raffle, teas/
refreshments etc.

Higham Ferrers Christmas 
Sparkle 
11am–6.30pm 
Lights switch-on 5pm
Fun Fair, French Market, Hog 
Roast, Angel Festival, live 
music, Santa’s Grotto.

Christmas Fayre
Islip Village Hall
10am–4pm
Admission £1
annpeterdrew@btinternet.
com
Local craft stalls, children’s 
face painting, tombola, cakes, 
jams, marmalade. 
Refreshments in our Cosy 
Cafe.

Advent Fayre
St Mary’s Church Ringstead
10am–1pm
Free Admission
Esther Mitchell, 
esthermitchell@uwclub.net
Purchase unique handmade 
crafts from a selection of local 
craftsmen, festive refreshments 
and children’s crafts.

Orchestral Concert 
‘Remembering the Fallen’ 
in association with The 
Royal British Legion
St Peter’s Church, Oundle
7.30pm
£12 (£10 in advance), 
Concessions £10 (£8 in 
advance), £2 Students, £1 
discount for RBL members. 
Oundle Box Office 01832 
274734
Butterworth (A Shropshire 
Lad), Elgar (Cello Concerto – 
soloist Eduardo Vassallo), 
Vaughan-Williams (Pastoral 
Symphony). Conductor: Paul 
Hilliam.

Craft & Gift Fair
Milton Ernest Village Hall
1pm–4pm
Adults £1, Children 12/under 
Free Admission
Lynne Bufton 01933 412206
Homemade crafts and gifts 
plus refreshments available. 
Stalls bookable (£10) Tel: 
01933 412206. Come visit!

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
(except Christmas and New 
Year)
Health Walks
Stanwick Lakes
10am–11am
Free – normal car park 
charges apply.
Tel: 01933 625522   
www.stanwicklakes.org.uk
Regular walking can help 
improve your health. Join us 
in our regular walks.

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
or Fridays
Exploring 
Northamptonshire by bus 
(refreshments optional)
Various villages 
& countryside
From 10am 
£2.50 per map.
Tel: 01933 461480 
(answerphone available)
Suitable for everyone. Various 
journeys just to see more; 
short stroll or a longer walk.

Every Wednesday evening
Dog Training and 
Socialisation and Ringcraft
Halefield, Woodnewton, 
near Oundle 
Classes from 6.45pm
Tel: 01832 293432
oundledogs@aol.com or 
www.oundledogs.co.uk 
Dog training classes following 
the KC Good Citizen Scheme 
and Ringcraft. New members 
always welcome.

Alternate Wednesdays 
U3A Country Dancing
St James’s Church hall 
Thrapston  
2pm–3.30pm
ghearnden@tiscali.co.uk 
Tel: 01933 622827
The U3A Country Dance 
Group meets on alternate 
Wednesdays. All are 
welcome. Non-U3A members 
are welcome for a taster.

Third Wednesday of month 
except December (different 
date) 
Higham and Rushden 
U3A 
Pemberton Centre, Rushden
2pm–4pm
£2 for visitors
Tel: Membership Secretary 
01933 314425
Monthly speaker followed by 
beverages and mixing for 
social chat.

Continued on page 12
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Every Wednesday 
(except December)
Rainbow Cafe for Tots 
(aimed at up to age 5 and 
their adults)
Stanwick Lakes
10.30am–12noon
£2 per child – normal car park 
charges apply.
Tel. 01933 625522   
www.stanwicklakes.org.uk
Make new and exciting crafts 
then join Lisa from Music and 
Movement to play, sing and 
dance.

Every Thursday
Folk Dancing 
St Mary’s Church Hall
8pm–10pm
First visit free, £2 per night 
thereafter.
If you enjoy folk dancing come 
and join us.

The Silverfox Turners Club
Dale End Scout Headquarters, 
Croyland Road, 
Wellingborough
Bet 10am–1pm
£2 all members
Secretary Trevor Rhodes 
Tel: 01933 382790
Newly formed wood turning 
club. Open to all levels of 
wood turners. Warm welcome 
guaranteed.

Every Thursday during 
school term time
Music Makers
Titchmarsh Pavilion
9.30am–10.15am
£4 per child and £2 per 
sibling.
Naomi Cooper on 
musicmakersnorthants@
gmail.com
Funky music and movement 
group for 0–5 years with 
parachute, puppets, balls, 
bubbles and more.

Music Makers
Joan Strong Centre, Oundle
11.15am–12noon
£4 per child and £2 per 
sibling.
Naomi Cooper on 
musicmakersnorthants@
gmail.com
Funky music and movement 
group for 0–5 years with 
parachute, puppets, balls, 
bubbles and more.

Little Treasures Tots’ 
Group
St Laurence’s Church, 

Stanwick
9.30am–11am
Donations to cover costs
Tel: Nicki 01933 625658
For pre-schoolchildren and 
their adult carer – Bible 
story, song, craft and fun. All 
welcome.

First Friday of the month 
(recommend checking 
before travelling)
Craft Cafe
Stanwick Lakes
10.30am–1pm
Modest charges for some 
materials – normal car park 
charges apply.
Tel: 01933 625522   
www.stanwicklakes.org.uk
Learn new craft skills, share 
your experience and meet up 
with crafty friends.

Third Friday of the month
The Poetry Group
Raunds Library
2.30pm
Free
Tel: 01933 622151
How World War One 
changed poetry.

Third Friday of the month 
(recommend checking 
before travelling)
Stanwick Stitchers
Stanwick Lakes
10.30am
Free entry – normal car park 
charges apply.
Tel: 01933 625522 or Pauline 
on 01933 229817  
www.stanwicklakes.org.uk
Come and join this informal 
friendly group of stitchers to 
chat, stitch and eat cake!

Second Saturday of the 
month
WE Watch and Phoenix 
Group
Stanwick Lakes
For more information email 
wewatchstanwick@hotmail.
co.uk
Tel: 01933 625522
Two clubs for keen young 
nature lovers. WE Watch for 
ages 8–3 and Phoenix for 
ages 13–18. Supported by 
RSPB and Wildlife Trust.

First Saturday of the month 
Thrapston Farmers’ 
Market 
Thrapston High Street 
9am–1pm 
Free 
www.
thrapstonfarmersmarket.
moonfruit.com 

Every first Saturday of the 
month. Local meat, beer, 
cider, cheese, eggs, deli, 
preserves etc.

Second Saturday of every 
month (Same Saturday as 
Oundle Farmers’ Market)
Coffee ‘n’ Cakes
Oundle Methodist Church, 
Drummingwell Lane 
(behind the Talbot Hotel)
10am–12noon
Tel: John Hewitson 01832 
272209
Filter coffee, tea, squash. 
(free refills) homemade 
cakes. Warm welcome. 
Proceeds to various charities.

Last Saturday of the month 
except December 
Farmer’s Market
Market Square, Higham 
Ferrers
9am–1pm
danielle@highamferrers-tc.
gov.uk
Aberdeen Angus beef, 
organic eggs, vegetables, 
Italian peppers, organic pork 
and lamb, free range poultry, 
beer, pork in all its forms in 
addition to pickles, pies, 
herbs, fresh fish, fruit and 
honey, preserves, traditional 
bread, plants and cheese.

Last Sunday of the month 
(except December) 
(recommend 
checking  before 
travelling)
Local Producers’ and 
Farmers’ Market
Stanwick Lakes
10am–2pm
Free entry to market – 
normal car park charges 
apply.
Tel: 01933 625522   
www.stanwicklakes.org.uk
Browse through tempting 
treats and gifts made and 
farmed by local businesses.

Ongoing  
Drawing and Painting 
Classes
Ecton Village Hall,  
Chelveston Village Hall, 
Warkton Village 
Hall, Kingsthorpe 
Community Centre
Various (see my website) 
dgartweb.sharepoint.com
£65 per term
Tel: Derek Geater 01933 
381848
Drawing and painting, 
mainly working in 
watercolour with some soft 
pastels.

Do you know of someone, or 
a group of people in the local 
community who would benefit from 
a good deed before Christmas?

That’s the question being posed by 
Spire Homes and Keepmoat Property 
Services this festive season. The 
two organisations are teaming up to 
deliver 12 good deeds in the run-up 
to Christmas across communities 
in Northamptonshire, Rutland and 
Leicestershire.

Sharon Boot, Customer Engagement 
Officer at Spire Homes said: “We want 
to get as many ideas as possible from 
people in the local community for our 
12 deeds. We want to do something a 
little different this year to bring some 
extra Christmas cheer.

“It could be donating a turkey to 

the local pensioners’ festive lunch or a 
festive hamper to someone, donating 
a Christmas tree to a local charity, 
helping out an individual, a visit from 
Father Christmas – anything that 
would make a difference this Christmas 
to a worthy cause.”

Nominations are welcome from the 
local community with the final 12 
deeds being chosen at the beginning 
of December. One good deed will be 
delivered on each day of the 12 days 
running up to Christmas.

An application form can be found 
on the Spire Homes website: www.
spirehomes.org.uk or applicants can call 
0300 123 66 11 and ask to speak to the 
Customer Engagement Team.

Deadline for entries is 21st 
November.

12 deeds of Christmas

Visit Oundle Christmas Market on 
Saturday 6th December and you’ll 
be spoiled for choice with masses of 
stallholders selling delicious treats and 
goodies for your festive table. 

Whether you’re after gourmet sausages, 
pies, charcuterie, cupcakes, Christmas 
puddings, cheese or handmade chocolate, 
there’s bound to be a stall to suit your 
tastes. 

Vegans and gluten-free customers will be 
well catered for. Store cupboard basics are 
also covered, with stalls selling coffee, oils, 
dressings, pickles and preserves – perfect 
accompaniments to your main meals over 
the holiday period, or those inevitable but 
comforting leftover snacks. 

While you’re perusing the stalls, you may 
want to sample the hog roast, venison and 
bison burgers or gourmet hotdogs, washed 
down with a tasty glass of mulled wine. 
Squisito – the BBC Midlands Best Street 
Food winner and producer of Italian food – 
will also be there to tempt your taste buds.

There won’t just be food on offer. Stock 
up on gifts and cards from stalls like 
‘Shut the Gate’ with its unique range of 
printed textiles and wooden signs, or the 
many stalls selling jewellery, handbags, 
accessories and novelty goods. You can 
even treat your pets as there will be a 
selection of gourmet dog treats to buy.

With a park and ride service running 
into the market place and the town’s 
fabulous independent shops and cafes 
open for late night shopping, there will 
be plenty of opportunity to relax, soak up 
the atmosphere and find that ‘perfect’ gift. 
Starting at 12noon, the market runs until 
7pm and the town’s Christmas lights will be 
turned on at 6pm. 

To add to the festive feeling, Father 
Christmas will be in his grotto, there will 
be carol singing, a fire-juggling stilt-walker, 
children’s fairground rides, and Yarwell and 
Nassington Brass Band.

For more information, visit www.
oundlefoodfestival.co.uk

Stock up for 
Christmas at Oundle 
Christmas Market 

Oundle Christmas Market
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FREE 

QUOTES
FREE GENUINEADVICEManufacturers 

of HigH Quality traditional 
WindoWs, doors & 

conservatories in HardWoods 
& softWoods

Manufacturers of replica 
windows, doors & mouldings 

for the older properties 
& houses of character.

 WINDOWS • DOORS
CONSERVATORIES

UPVC and ALUMINIUM
GLASS CUT TO SIZE

WHILE YOU WAIT

SAME INSTALLATION TEAM 
FOR LAST 25 YEARS.

All of this from a small local  
company offering a combined  

wealth of experience of over 150  
years from our small workforce  

of six skilled craftsmen in the 
joinery, wood, aluminium & 

UPVC window and door industry.
 UNIT 11, COTTINGHAM WAY, THRAPSTON 01832 734570
www.thrapstonwindowsanddoors.co.uk

We have been repairing customers 
existing windows and doors for over 
15 years and this has become more 
and more popular, we now offer a 

dedicated, quality repair service with 
1000s of spare parts for all makes of 
windows and doors, including, locks, 

hinges, handles, glass units, etc.

FENSA

January

February

Wed 23 Winter Mystery Tour
Wed 30 

Sat 9 West Midlands Safari 
Park
Sun 10 Gloucester
Tue 12 London Museums
Wed 13 Black Country Museum
Thu 14 Cadbury World & 
Sealife Centre
Fri 15 London Zoo
Sat 16 York

Check out our website 
for further details 

& days out  
www.rbtravel.co.uk

To sign up for our new e-mail newsletter, 
send an email to

excrusions@rbtravel.co.uk

Just a taste of our Days Out
Now on sale

Call for a brochure

January

February

Wed 23 Winter Mystery Tour
Wed 30 

Sat 9 West Midlands Safari 
Park
Sun 10 Gloucester
Tue 12 London Museums
Wed 13 Black Country Museum
Thu 14 Cadbury World & 
Sealife Centre
Fri 15 London Zoo
Sat 16 York

Check out our website 
for further details 

& days out  
www.rbtravel.co.uk

To sign up for our new e-mail newsletter, 
send an email to

excrusions@rbtravel.co.uk

Just a taste of our Days Out
Now on sale

Call for a brochure
Call us to book or

request a brochure
Check out our website for further days out

www.rbtravel.co.uk

NOVEMBER
Sat 15 Birmingham Frankfurt 
 Christmas Market
Sat 22 London Southbank Market
Sun 23 Blenheim Palace & Craft Market
Fri 28 Worcester Christmas Market

DECEMBER
Wed 3 Bath Christmas Market
Sat 6 Birmingham Frankfurt 
 Christmas Market
Sun 7 Melton Mowbray Victorian 
 Christmas
Fri 12 London Shopper
Sun 14  Nottingham Christmas
 Market

RB TRAVEL & TAURUS HOLIDAYS
Invite you to join us 

for our Open Day
Sunday 16 November

Pytchley Village Hall
1.30pm – 6pm

Meet the team, pick up our 2015 
brochures, make your early bookings 

and enjoy a cuppa and a chat.

Local Pick-ups through East Northants, 
Kettering and Wellingborough.

01832 720524
www.buckitt-tours.com

World Bowls Weekend
Potters Holiday Village – Hopton on Sea

Friday 9th to 11th January 2015
Price includes tickets to International Arena for all 

matches during your stay, plus of course two-night top 
class entertainment. Full Board Basis starting with 

Evening Meal Friday to Breakfast on Sunday.
Also chance to attend World Bowls Awards and 

Gala Dinner.
Accommodation on a Standard Bungalow 

or Bungalow Plus Basis
Price £165 per peron sharing

Sunday 4th to 5th January 2015
Situated right on the Thames and next to Tower Bridge

and St Katharine’s Dock, this is an excellent base for
sightseeing or taking in the January Sales.

Price is based on a Bed & Breakfats Basis but includes 
all Coach Travel from local area.
Price £85 per person sharing

For more information about any of the above please contact 
the following numbers 01832 720524 or 01933 624497

23rd December (5 Days)
The Victoria Hotel

TLH is an amazing blend of accommodation, leisure 
and entertainment on one site and by the sea, in the 

heart of the English Riviera.
The whole site consists of 4 hotels which all contain their 

own individual charm and personality, bars & lounges.
Also on site is a 25-metre Swimming Pool, Indoor 

Bowls rink and Games Room.
Excursions to Brixham and Widecombe.

Price includes Breakfasts, Afternoon Tea, Traditional
Christmas Lunch, Candlelit Dinners plus more.

Price £479 per person sharing

Holidays

London – Guoman Tower Hotel

Christmas at the TLH
Leisure Resort Torquay 

07833 373622
info@perfectbalancepilates.com 

www.perfectbalancepilates.com

thepilatesprinciple
pilatesbreath

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o

Perfect Balance 

Pilates 
‘the art of exercise’ 

Monday
Personal Training 10.30 - 11.30am

Milton Keynes 12.45 - 1.45pm starts 15th Dec
Finedon 6.30 - 7.30pm starts 19th Jan

Islip 8 - 9pm starts 8th Dec

Tuesday 
Rushden 10.30 - 11.30am starts 13th Jan

Higham Ferrers 1.30 - 2.30pm starts 13th Jan
Barton Seagrave 6.30 - 7.30pm starts 6th Jan
Barton Seagrave 7.45 - 8.45pm starts 6th Jan

Wednesday 
Personal Training 10.30 - 11.30am 

Raunds 6.15 - 7.15pm starts 3rd Dec
Raunds 7.30 - 8.30pm starts 3rd Dec

Thursday
Oundle 9.30 - 10.30am starts 11th Dec
Rushden 6.15 - 7.15pm starts 4th Dec
Rushden 7.30 - 8.30pm starts 4th Dec

Friday 
Personal Training 10.30 - 11.30am 

Yelden  5.30 - 6.30pm starts 14th Nov

News

The start of the October 
holiday saw forty four very 
excited children from Year 5 
and 6 at Laxton Junior School, 
and the First and Second 
Forms (Year 7 and 8) from 
Oundle School on their way 
to Rome for a study trip of the 
Classical World. A night-time 
stroll around the Colosseum 
set the tone for the trip, with 
the warm evening air of Rome 
in October heralding some 
very hot weather. 

The first day was spent in the 
ancient port of Ostia where the 
pupils experienced a day in the 
life of the ordinary people of 
Rome, visiting baths, temples, 
houses of both the wealthy and 
the poor, bakeries, fulleries, fish 
shops and markets.  Highlights 
included the superb mosaics 
found all over the city and going 
down into the depths of a dark 
Mithraic temple, complete with 
the statue of the god killing a 
bull, eerily lit by a skylight.  

On the Monday, the group was 
fortunate to be guided round 
the Forum and the Palatine by 
Professor Christopher Smith, 
Director of the British School 
at Rome. As it was the 2000th 
anniversary of the death of the 
Emperor Augustus, the pupils 
were able to see buildings 
hitherto closed to the public, 

such as the House of Livia and 
the House of Augustus which 
both house magnificent frescos.  

Trip organiser and Classics 
teacher, Mary James commented, 
“Our guide brought the 
seemingly random stones of 
the Forum to life and gave the 
pupils a real feel for the days of 
imperial power and wealth.  The 
highlight of the afternoon was 
the Colosseum itself.”

The final day focused on the 
legacy of Rome and how the 
ancient buildings are still so 
much part of the modern city.  
The group visited the Pantheon, 
the Hadrianic temple now part of 
a bank, and saw the new displays 
bringing the sculptures of 
Trajan’s Column down to ground 
level.  

Pupil Pip Pearson (12), 
commented, “Our trip to 
Rome was four days of non-
stop laughing and seeing some 
amazing sights. The Colosseum 
is one of the most incredible 
places in the world and this was 
for me an absolute trip of a life-
time. The only annoying thing 
was the mosquitos which were 
everywhere!”

Pupil Harriet White (12), 
commented, “I thoroughly 
enjoyed my time in Rome, as it 
was an amazing trip looking at 
the history and evidence still 

in existence today. There were 
many highlights which included 
a talk by Mr. Christopher Smith 
from the British school in Rome, 
on Augustus’s house and looking 
inside the incredible Patheon, 
which has a hole in its roof to 
let light in. But my favourite 
highlight from the whole trip 

was standing inside the vast 
incredible Colosseum, as I could 
imagine gladiators fighting for 
their lives with the crowds of 
spectators roaring in approval or 
disapproval. All in all, the Rome 
trip was inspirational and I am 
definitely going back to continue 
the journey.”

Mary added, “The trip was very 
much enhanced by outstanding 
meals at Il Condor - the liveliness 
and friendliness of the staff 
matched their determination 
to give us a full and varied 
experience of the best of Italian 
cooking and made every evening 
relaxed and fun.”  

Discovering the hidden treasures of Rome

Oundle and Laxton Junior 
School pupils in Rome
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CHIMNEY SWEEPS

HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS

ACCOUNTANCY

BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS

MARRIAGES

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

DEATH NOTICES

IN MEMORIAM

THANKS

Family notices
Nene Valley News can help you make those 

important family announcements.

For help and information to place your 
notice please call 01522 513515 or 

visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk

CARE HOMES

Self Assessment • Personal & Corporate Tax Planning
Book Keeping & VAT • New Business Start Ups
Payroll Services/CIS • Sage Software & Support

Free initial consultation

Tel: 01832 730280 Fax: 01832 730281
jon@essamca.co.uk www.essamca.co.uk

23 Cottingham Way, Thrapston,
Kettering, Northants, NN14 4PL

(Onsite parking available)

Rose Cottage Residential  
Care Home Woodford

We are a small care home with eight residents only.
All rooms are single en-suite and ground floor.

We provide respite care and day care.
Telephone 01832 735417

www.rosecottagewoodford.co.uk
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Fully Insured
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Email
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Northants, Beds, Pboro, Hunts, Cambs

Chimney Sweep & Vacuum

Flue Smoke Tests

CCTV Camera Inspections

Bird Guards & Cowls Fitted

Nest Removal

Chimney Pot Replacement

Chimney Stack Repairs

Fully Equipped, Trained & Quali�ed

the chimney sweep company

ICS Certi�cates Always Issued

Prompt, Reliable, Clean & E�cient

Fully Insured

Contracts Undertaken

Thrapston 01832 734 598 Call 24hr
Email

07805 261 065
steve@sweptservices.co.uk

Multi-Fuel Stoves, Raeburns, 

Agas, Gas Fires, Open Fires, 

Woodburners, Kitchen Ranges, 

Inglenooks, Roomheaters etc.

CERTIFIED 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 

Fully insured, Service Certificate issued 
 

We feel the need, the need to sweep 

 

 

01536 523511 
 

www.topsweep-kettering.co.uk 
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Car Spares & Caravans
Upper Benefield near Oundle.

Breaking a good selection of vehicles.
Vehicles always wanted, good prices paid.
We also have a nice selection of touring 

caravans available from £400. 
Second-hand caravan spares available.

Caravans wanted.
Call us on: 01832 205253 (closed Sunday) 

!!!GET PLASTERED!!!
For all your plastering needs.

No job too small, no fuss, no nonsense!
Reliable and trustworthy service 

at the best possible price.
Call Steve for free, friendly 

advice or a free quote. 

07703 720138  n  01933 430051

30 
years’ 

experience 

Qualified 
tradesman

Jon Spencer
Technical Drawing 

Services
Plans drawn for planning and 

building regulation applications
01933 316044

To advertise in 
Nene Valley News 

please call
01522 513515
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BIRTHS
LEGGETT – On April 5 2014 

in QMC, to Matthew and Mary, 

a boy, Francis Benjamin, 8lbs 6oz. 

Love and congratulations, very 

happy grandparents x.

MOORE – On April 7 2014, 

to Ben and Sally, a girl, Isabelle 

Grace, 7lbs 7oz. Congratulations 

on your beautiful daughter, Love 

all the family x.
ROCHE – On April 7 2014, 

to Sam and Joan, a girl, Kirsty 

Louise, 7lbs 3oz. Congratulations 

on your beautiful daughter, Love 

all the family x.
TAYLOR – On April 7 2014, 

to Sam and Joan, a girl, Kirsty 

Louise, 7lbs 3oz. Congratulations 

on your beautiful daughter, Love 

all the family x.

TAYLOR – On April 7 2014, 

to Sam and Joan, a girl, Kirsty 

Louise, 7lbs 3oz. Congratulations 

on your beautiful daughter, Love 

all the family x.

MARRIAGES

BLAIR, TIM/TAYLOR, 

MARGARET – On April 3 

2014, at St Johns Church, Raunds. 

The couple honeymooned in 

Dubin before returning to their 

home in Northamptonshire.

DAVIS, SIMON/DOBSON, 

JESSICA – On April 3 2014, at 

St Marys Church, Oundle. The 

couple honeymooned in Spain.

PYE, OLIVER/JOHNSON, 

SALLY – On April 1 2014, at 

St James Church, Navenby. The 

couple honeymooned in Kenya 

before returning to their home in 

Navenby.

TEATHER, JAMES/

BARKER, HELEN – On 

April 1 2014, at St James 

Church, Navenby. The couple 

honeymooned in Kenya before 

returning to their home in 

Navenby.

DEATHS
ADAMS – On April 1 2014, Ken 

Neil Adams, aged 88, passed away 

peacefully at his home surrounded 

by loved ones. Sadly missed by 

Jane, Ian, Sally and Alan. Funeral 

service to take place at All Saints’ 

Church, Rushden, on Monday 

April 7 at 2.30pm.

BELL – On March 22 2014, 

Roger Bell, aged 86, passed away 

peacefully. Much loved husband, 

dad and grandfather. Funeral 

service to take place at All Saints’ 

Church, Rushden, on Monday 

March 29 at 1.30pm.

CROSSLEY – On March 29 

2014, Simon Crossley, aged 55, 

passed away peacefully at his 

home. Sadly missed husband, dad, 

brother and grandfather. Funeral 

service to take place at All Saints’ 

Church, Rushden, on Monday 

April 5 at 3.30pm.
WALKER – On March 29 2014, 

Simon Walker, aged 55, passed 

away peacefully at his home. Sadly 

missed husband, dad, brother and 

grandfather. Funeral service to 

take place at All Saints’ Church, 

Rushden, on Monday April 5 at 

3.30pm.

BIRTHDAYS

Births, Marriages, Deaths and 

other family announcements

Family announcements
All messages contained in this section of the newspaper and published on line are taken in good 

faith and any incorrect information remains the supplier’s liability. It is assumed that all notices 

submitted are factually correct. By submitting a family announcement you agree to and are 

bound by the fact that you confirm the validity of the information supplied.

Congratulations
Clare and Craig on the 

arrival of your baby boy

Charlie Ward
9lb 2oz on March 30 2014

Love from all the family
xxx

Lily May Jones
5lb 9oz on April 1 2014

A beautiful bundle of joy.

Love from proud 

grandparents x

Jones, Neil/
Nash, Chloe

Married on April 2 2014, 

at St Andrews Church. 

The couple had their 

honeymoon in America.

Walker, Aaron/
Hunt, Nicola

Married on April 2 2014, 

at St Andrews Church. 

The couple had their 

honeymoon in Paris.

Chambers
On April 1 2014, Ken 

Chamber, aged 88, 

passed away peacefully 

surrounded by loved ones. 

Sadly missed by Jane, Ian, 

Sally and Alan. Funeral 

to take place at All Saints’ 

Church, Rushden, on 

Monday April 7 at 2.30pm.

Look who’s 40

Love from all your family 

and friends xxx

Happy 
39 +1 to 
Chevone. 
Wishing 

you a 
wonderful 

day.

Happy 1st 
Birthday

Chloe Booth have a 

wonderful day.

Love from Mummy, Daddy, 

Nanna & Grandad xxx

To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01832 272299/01522 513515
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evin eil hambers
RE-BOARD & SMOOTH CEILINGS
PLASTERING – COVING – PATIOS 

GARDEN WALLS – FENCING – BLOCK PAVING

01832 731087 OR 07713 890754
RELIABLE, CLEAN AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

kevinchambers07@btinternet.com

CONSERVATORIES
EG VICTORIAN 3500 BY 3500

FULLY INSTALLED INCLUDING 
ALL BRICKWORK AND VAT

£7250
ALL OTHER DESIGNS AND SIZES AVAILABLE

UNBEATABLE PRICES
PHONE NICK ALLINGTON ON

(01832) 734070
WWW.CONSERVATORIESBUILT.CO.UK

PLANS DRAWN FOR PLANNING &  
BUILDING REGULATION APPROVAL

Telephone: 01933 626 183 Mobile: 07544 207218
e-mail: andrewporter282@btinternet.com

Andrew Porter BSc. (Hons)
Architectural Consultant

 
 

KitchenDoor Solutions
Replacement doors and kitchen refurbishment 

 
 

KitchenDoor Solutions
Replacement doors and kitchen refurbishment 

 
 

KitchenDoor Solutions
Replacement doors and kitchen refurbishment 

Iain Smith
Tel: 01933 311310
Mob: 07583 869741

SPECIALISTS 
SINCE 1980

Doors available in solid wood, painted and laminate finishes

Debbie Dawson & Son Interior
Painters and Decorators

• Free estimates • Over 15 years experience
Tel: 01832 274652  Mobile: 07779 393458

10% OAP DISCOUNT

1 Spinney Rise, Denford, Kettering NN14 4AR
Email: ian.polson@btinternet.com • Mobile: 07970 760 349

No job too small, all trades covered

We carry out new builds, extensions, 

refurbishments, alterations & any 

home improvements required.

Boarding, Covering, Rendering
All aspects of plastering. Enquiries welcome.

Call Alan for a free quotation or advice on
01933 430098 or 07977 926717

For your local plastering
ALAN TAYL   R
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Nene Valley Jobs Board gives you the 
chance to advertise your vacancies  

to a readership of over 80,000 in  
print and online. Call our sales  

team on 01522 513515 or email  
advertising@nenevalleynews.co.uk

REMOVALSHOME SERVICES

3
• No call-out charge! 
• City & Guilds Qualified
• All work guaranteed

3

Plumbing
Leaks & bursts • Toilets & taps
Pumps & valves • Cylinders & sinks

Bathrooms
Design & build • Supply & fitting
Carpentry & tiling
+ heating systems

01933 450004 or 07921 469471

Positive Electrical
& Plumbing Services
Part P Approved Electrical Contractor

Reliable & Professional
New Builds, Extensions, Rewires

Fuse Board Upgrades, Showers & More
Also Fire Alarms & Emergency Lighting

For A Quote Or Advice, Contact Paul On:

OFFICE: 01832 732881 
MOBILE: 07939 088246

Or Email: postve@hotmail.com

HANDY HERBERTS
Home & Garden Maintenance
All garden and exterior 
maintenance work undertaken.

01933 563365 or 
07725 225214

PLUMBER
All plumbing work undertaken - No call out charge

Toilet repairs - Dripping overflows - Leaks and bursts
Garden taps installed - Tap repairs and replacements

Radiators supplied and fitted

20 years’ experience

Call Tim 01832 358248 or 07957 550660

ENSIGN GAS ENGINEERS

Tel: 01933 318327

GAS FIRES, GAS COOKERS
INSTALLATION, SERVICE AND REPAIR

Recommended service agent for:
Focal Point Fires, Superior Fires and Eco Fires

165893

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Phone today for a free quotation on

Tel: 01933 392 719 
www.dcheatingengineers.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL 
PROFESSIONAL 
HEATING AND PLUMBING 
ENGINEERS YOU CAN TRUST
REPAIRS • SERVICING • INSTALLATIONS

RepaiRs • seRvicing • installations

Your LocaL ProfessionaL 
Heating and PLumbing 

engineers You can trust

Phone today for a free quotation on

tel: 01933 392 719
www.dcheatingengineers.co.uk

8 YEAR 
GUARANTEE

on Worcester Bosch 
Boilers

50104 DC HEATING HALF.indd   1 10/04/2014   15:18

TV/DVD repairs, servicing at your home if possible
Full installation service available.

Freesat and Freeview digital aerials supplied and 
installed from £80. All work guaranteed. 

No call out charge locally. Free estimates on repairs.

Donno R G
TV/AERIAL SERVICES
Est 1981

Tel: 01933 356680

A.SeAton
eLeCtRICAL Ltd

• Rewires, fuse board replacements
• Fault finding, extra sockets & lights
• testing, inspection & certification

• no job too small, free estimates given
email: seatonsparky@gmail.com

t: 01933 778504 M: 07952 249885

Part P 
Registered

CLEAR THE JUNK
The Rose Clearance Service
Full - Part - Single Items.
Fully Registered and Insured. Est 30 years.
www.rose-clearance-services.co.uk
Tel: 01933 317113 or 07761 248266

SPENCER LOGS
Pick-up load £70 - Builder’s bag £50

Tel: 01933 317113 
or 07761 248266

Costume Jewellery and 
all unwanted jewellery 

broken or perfect bought. 
Also old watches and coins. 

Any quantity. Jill Wilding 01832 737803.

Lady tiLer
waLLs and fLoors
friendly advice. no job too big or too small.
Please contact Karen
Tel: 01933 461295 / 07975 752580

Hate cleaning your oven?
LET US DO IT FOR YOU!
•		Your	oven	cleaned	like	new	-	why	buy	a	new	one?
•		Ovens,	Ranges,	Hobs,	Extractors,	Microwaves,	Fridges,	Freezers,	
Dishwashers	and	BBQs

•		No	mess,	no	odour,	no	toxic	or	caustic	products	in	your	home		
or	workplace

•		Fully	equipped	customised	vehicles	with	specialist	cleaning		
technology	for	removal	of	grease,	fat	and	burnt	-	on	carbon

•		Domestic	and	Commercial	work	-	prices start from just £39.00
•	Just	moved	home?	-	is	the	oven	as	clean	as	you’d	like	it	to	be?

Lo Call: 0845 680 6836 
Office: 01832 734 076

enquiries@crystalovencleaning.co.uk
www.crystalovencleaning.co.uk

Member of the 
Association of 

Approved Oven 
Cleaners

Payment by 
cash or  

credit card

Member of the Association of Approved Oven Cleaners

01832 730404
www.crystalovencleaning.co.uk

• Don’t throw money away on a new oven

• Transform your kitchen, give your oven 
a facelift - professional cleans start from 
just £45!

• 1000s of satisfied customers. 
 Family owned business

CLARK COAL SUPPLIES
DELIVERED FREE TO RUSHDEN, HIGHAM FERRERS 

AND SURROUNDING VILLAGES

MINIMUM DELIVERY 5 BAGS
CASH ON DELIVERY

TELEPHONE 01933 314742

Local Computer Repair
Including home and office visits

Freephone: 0800 690 6002
www.computerrepairrushden.co.uk

No fix no fee. No call out charge. We beat any quote.
PCs, custom built PCs and Laptops repaired. No job too small.

Award Winning
Service

Award Winning
PCs

Plus 500GB secure online storage FREE of charge
Never lose a document or picture again

SET UP
SUPPORT
SERVICING
REPAIRS

Computers & Gadgets
We support home and business users

Thrapston’s Only Computer Repair Shop

01832 238037
www.thrapstonIT.com

Thrapston Computer 
Repair Service

Helping you and your tech get along

9 High Street, Islip NN14 3JS

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
(VARIOUS ROADS, COTTERSTOCK)

(PROHIBITION OF HEAVY COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES OVER 7.5 TONNES MAXIMUM GROSS 

WEIGHT AND REVOCATION OF 18 TONNES 
STRUCTURAL WEIGHT RESTRICTION)

ORDER 2014

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Northamptonshire County Council 
have made an Order under Sections 1, 2 and Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 to prohibit any heavy commercial vehicle over 7.5 
tonnes maximum gross weight from proceeding along those lengths of roads 
as specified in the Schedule below. Exemptions will be made for loading / 
unloading / access / agricultural purposes.

A FURTHER EFFECT of the Order is to revoke the existing 18 tonnes 
structural weight restriction on the existing bridge located in Main Street, 
Cotterstock at a point approximately 180 metres south of Mill Lane.

A COPY of the Order, together with a plan showing the exact lengths of 
road to which it relates may be inspected at Oundle Library, Glapthorn 
Road, Oundle during its normal opening hours or at the offices of The 
Traffic Order Section, Riverside House, Bedford Road, Northampton during 
normal office hours.

If you wish to question the validity of the Order or of any provisions 
contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the powers conferred 
by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any 
requirement of that Act, or of any instrument made under it has not been 
complied with in relation to the Order, you may, within six weeks from the 
date of this Notice apply to the High Court for this purpose.

This Order will become effective on the 9th November 2014.

Dated this 8th day of November 2014

QUENTIN BAKER, Director of Legal Services                       JCM/1417

SCHEDULE
(7.5 tonnes weight restriction)

Main Street, Cotterstock – between its junction with the Tansor to Oundle 
Road and its junction with Woodnewton to Oundle Road.

Mill Lane, Cotterstock – entire length.

Road leading to St Andrew’s Church, Cotterstock – entire length. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY  
COUNCIL (VARIOUS ROADS,  

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE DISTRICT) 
(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2014

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Northamptonshire County Council 
propose to make an Order under Sections 82 & 83 and Schedule 9 of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 to prohibit any motor vehicle from 
travelling at a speed exceeding 30 mph along those lengths of road as 
specified in the Schedule below.

A COPY of the proposed Order, together with plans showing the exact 
lengths of roads to which it relates and a statement of the Council’s reasons 
for proposing to make the Order, may be inspected at Oundle Library, 
Glapthorn Road, Oundle or Thrapston Library, High Street, Thrapston or 
Rushden Library, Newton Road, Rushden during normal opening times or 
at the offices of the Traffic Orders Section, Riverside House, Riverside Way, 
Bedford Road, Northampton during normal office hours.

OBJECTIONS to the proposed Order, stating the grounds on which they 
are made should be sent in writing to the Traffic Orders Section, Riverside 
House, Riverside Way, Bedford Road, Northampton NN1 5NX by 29th 
November 2014.

Dated this 8th day of November 2014 

QUENTIN BAKER, Director of LGSS Law JCM/P1419

SCHEDULE
Cotterstock 
Main Street – between a point 65 metres east of its junction with the 
Woodnewton to Oundle road and a point 188 metres east of that junction.

Slipton
Main Street – between its junction with Thrapston Road and a point 22 
metres north of that junction; Thrapston Road – between its junction with 
Main Street and a point 95 metres east of that junction; Slipton Lane – 
between its junction with Main Street and a point 200 metres west of that 
junction.

Yarwell
Mill Road – between a point 104 metres south of its junction with Dovecote 
Close and a point 228 metres south of that junction.

Newton Bromswold
Church Lane – between its south-western end and a point 42 metres south 
of Yelden Road.

Deenethorpe
Benefield Road – between a point 92 metres west of its junction with 
Deenethorpe Lane and a point 372 metres east of that junction; Deenethorpe 
Lane – between a point 98 metres north of its junction with Osier Bed Lane 
and a point 232 metres south of its junction with Benefield Road; Osier Bed
Lane – between its junction with Deenethorpe Lane and a point 40 metres 
west of that junction.

For a FREE quotation call

David Mallett
REMOVAL, STORAGE & GENERAL HAULAGE

Local Friendly Service

HOME AND AbROAD

Mob: 0788 996 8064
Tel: 01832 731570

Titchmarsh Preschool 
Company contact: Anne Roberts

Company description: A charity preschool within the heart 
of the village of Titchmarsh, providing preschool education for 

children aged from 2 years old.
Email Address: titchmarshabc@hotmail.co.uk

Contact Number: 07879 072 796
Job Type: Full time  Contract: Permanent

Listing End Date: 17/11/2014
Job Title: Early Years Practitioner and Apprentice

Job Description: The Early Years Practitioner will ideally hold a level 
2 or 3 qualification in Early Years (or be willing to undertake training) 
and have knowledge and understanding of the Early Years Curriculum, 
experience of a Key Person System, and experience of working with 

children in a childcare setting. Hours are negotiable and term time only.
The apprentice will work 30 hours a week in the setting, plus home study 
and work towards completing a level 2 or 3 childcare based qualification.

Salary: Negotiable

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. The successful applicant will be  required to undergo 

child protection screening appropriate to the post including checks 
with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service.  

To apply visit the School website 
www.oundleschool.org.uk 

or contact the HR Department  
t 01832 277196 

e: recruitment@oundleschool.org.uk 

Required to assist with food service, 
and basic food preparation.   

See the job description on the School 
website for details of hours and salary. 

Closing date: Noon 20/11/2014 
Interview date: 26/11/2014 

GENERAL CATERING   
ASSISTANTS 

35 working weeks 
16:45—20:00 Mon—Fri (16.25 hpw) 

£5,258.55 pa 
Closing date: Noon 17/11/2014 

Interview date: 25/11/2014 

CLEANER  
Laxton Junior School 
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Three injuries in the first 
15 minutes, including to 
their captain Sharp, saw 
Rushden & Higham make 
some premature changes at 
flyhalf and 2nd row in their 
match against Vipers on 
25th October.

Vipers opened the scoring 
with some snaking runs from 
their 15 before Rushden’s 
Houghton scored the easiest 
try of his life. Howe and 
Hilson made strong runs 
before a ruck just short of the 
line saw Houghton dive over 
the line to make the score 5–5. 
No conversion made.

Chris Jackson who was 
controlling the game well for 
Rushden managed to attract 
two defenders and passed to 
Riding, who galloped in from 
20 metres. Unfortunately, 
another conversion was missed.

Pressure from Vipers 
followed and a strong kick 
return saw them add another 
try to the tally, with the 
conversion being kicked, the 
half-time score was 10–12.

 Strong scrimmaging from 
Rushden saw ex-England Colt 
Tom Spencer score another 

try with another missed 
conversion. There then came a 
try by Vipers which started at 
the 22-yard line, bringing the 
score to 15–17. 

 Increased pressure from 
Rushden’s scrum and Vipers’ 
infringements saw the Den 
Boys camped on the Vipers 

line. After a five-metre scrum 
Spencer picked and popped to 
Jackson who squirmed his way 
over to score. The kick was in 
front of the posts and Jackson 
converted the easiest kick of 
the day.
Final Score: 
Rushden 22 – 17 Vipers.

Rushden & Higham 
RFC match report

Rushden A played its second 
game in the Silver King 
Northamptonshire League Division 
I against Kettering B. 

Our gallant secretary and all-round 
good guy, Nik Puryer had an ‘et tu, 
Brute?’ moment when he defeated the 
higher graded James Brutus after a 
titanic battle lasting 53 moves. 

Hugh Murphy showed his class in a 
well-deserved victory over Jonathon 
Martin, with James Gardner and Alan 
Lewis gaining much-needed draws to 
achieve a 3–2 victory. Rushden A are 
now placed fourth in Division I, ahead 
of Kettering B and Corby. The final 
results were:
 
Rushden A Kettering B
1) H Murphy (195) 1  0 J Martin (159)
2) J Gardner (150) ½  ½ G Arch (140)
3) A Lewis (140) ½ ½ C Keech (141)
4) N Puryer (127) 1  0 J Brutus (136)
5) S Ganger (114) 0 1 S Walpole (139)

Some of the games can be found on 
the Rushden Chess Club website by 
clicking on ‘County League Games’.

There is good news regarding the 
Intergenerational Competition between 
Rushden Chess Club and The Rushden 
Academy. This is now scheduled to 
commence in November and the games 
will be played in four consecutive 
weekly sessions. This provides an 

excellent opportunity for the local 
school students to pit their skills against 
experienced chess players. This was a 
huge success last year and everyone is 
looking forward to the experience.

Chess is a game for people of all 
abilities, disabilities, and lifestyles. 
Rushden Chess Club loves welcoming 
new members, so do come along to a 
meeting if you’re interested in playing 
chess in a very friendly environment.
Club/County chess info: 
rushdenchessclub.com & http://www.
norchess.lloydbunday.co.uk.

Chess corner
By Derrick Sims

Saturday 1st November
FA Vase – First Round Proper

Irchester United 0 – 4 Fakenham Town

Premier Division
Sleaford Town 0 – 2 AFC Rushden & Diamonds

Wellingborough Town 4 – 2 Newport Pagnell Town

Division One
Bugbrooke St Michaels 3 – 3 Raunds Town

Rushden & Higham United 0 – 3 Lutterworth Athletic
Thrapston Town 1 – 3 O N Chenecks

Reserves Division
Huntingdon Town 2 – 1 Thrapston Town

Raunds Town 3 – 0 Irchester United
Rothwell Corinthians 6 – 0 Rushden & Higham United

Chromasport & 
Trophies United 
Counties League results

and play

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

Open
7.30am 
until 6pm

Funded places available, please call to check availability

We offer an award winning purpose built day nursery and out of school club
H  We have places available to enrol children immediately who have been attending another 

local nursery that has closed in Thrapston. We will offer those parents free registration, which 
would normally cost £50. We would welcome the opportunity to show you our nursery at any 
time.

H  Highly experienced professional and caring team

H  Focused activity room access with qualified teacher every day for those 
children going to school in this calendar year - focusing on Numeracy, 
Phonics, ICT and ‘getting ready for school’

H  Close links with all local schools including Laxton Junior School 
 and Oundle Primary School

H  Forest School included in fees throughout the year - working with 
Northamptonshire Rangers

H  Yoga for PreSchool with a professional instructor included in fees

H  Newly renovated nursery, Out of School and Holiday Club - over £40,000 
spent on new equipment. Recent events include Mobile Planetarium, Popdance Workshop, 
Zumba and Sublime Science.

We would really welcome the opportunity to show you around our Nursery so please call us or email at 
smallwondersnursery@firstforchildcare.com to arrange a visit. We look forward to your call.

Unit 2A, Eastwood Road, Oundle PE8 4DF     Tel: 01832 274929
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