
This year, Nene Park Trust 
will be taking the next step 
in developing its outdoor 
learning service by beginning 
to offer a range of onsite 
training courses and CPD 
to support teachers and 
education professionals in 
making outdoor learning an 
integral part of their curriculum.  

The new training courses 
will be delivered by Nene Park 
Trust Education and Activities 
Manager, Anna Thompson. Anna 
says: “We all know the benefits 
of spending time outdoors, 
and countless studies have 
also demonstrated the positive 
impacts outdoor learning can 

have on students’ attainment and 
wellbeing. We love welcoming 
students and teachers to Nene 
Park, but recognise that for 
outdoor learning to have the 
biggest impact, it must become 
integrated into a school’s regular 
curriculum. That is why we are 
so excited to be able to support 
teachers in developing the 
skills they need to incorporate 
outdoor learning into their 
everyday teaching.”

Nene Park’s new suite of 
RQF regulated courses in forest 
school and outdoor learning will 
be delivered in association with 
Cambium Sustainable, one of 
the first Forest School training 

organisations established in the 
UK, with the largest network of 
accredited trainers.  

The first of the new courses to 
be available at Nene Park will be 
the Level 3 Certificate in Leading 
Forest School, starting on 20th 
September. An essential course 
for anyone who would like to set 
up and run a Forest School in 
their own setting.  

The course involves eight days 
of face-to-face training onsite at 
Ferry Meadows in Peterborough, 
including theory and practical 
sessions in a dedicated Forest 

School site. Participants will 
receive ongoing support to 
complete the qualification, 
including access to the 
Cambium online support library 
of resources.

To book a place on the Level 
3 Certificate in Leading Forest 
School, please visit the website: 

www.nenepark.org.uk/leading-
forest-school

Further courses to follow 
will include the Level 2 Award 
in Outdoor Learning, Level 
2 Award in Assisting Forest 
School and Level 3 Award 
in Coordinating an Outdoor 
Curriculum.
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New Forest School leader 
training at Ferry Meadows
Over the last decade and more, Nene Park Trust has established a 
reputation for delivering high quality outdoor learning from its base 
at Ferry Meadows. Every year, over 6,000 students from across the 
region visit the park to take part in activities including outdoor adventure 
activities, Forest School and curriculum linked outdoor learning.   

Help prevent 
livestock injury 
NFU Mutual’s latest survey 
of over 1,100 dog owners 
found that despite 64% of 
owners admitting their dogs 
chase animals, almost half 
(46%) believe their dog was 
not capable of injuring or 
killing livestock.

Many dog owners are 
unaware that even if their pet 
doesn’t make contact with a 
sheep, the distress caused 
by being chased can trigger 
a pregnant ewe to die or 
miscarry. Nearly two thirds 
of owners (64%) say they let 
their dog roam off-lead in the 
countryside. However, almost 
four in ten (39%) admit that 
their pets do not always come 
back when called.

Across the UK, dog 
attacks on farm animals were 
estimated to cost £1.8m 
in 2022. With many dog 
owners planning to visit the 
countryside as the weather 
improves, NFU Mutual is 
calling for them to:
•	 Keep dogs on a lead when 

walking in rural areas where 
livestock are kept but let 
go of the lead if chased by 
cattle

•	 Be aware that even small 
dogs can cause distress

•	 Report attacks by dogs to 
the police or local farmers

•	 Never let dogs loose 
unsupervised in gardens 
near livestock fields

Nene Park skills share day

If you are interested in booking a place on any of these courses, or would like more 
information, please email anna.thompson@neneparktrust.org.uk   

CALL FREE: 0800 698 2588 FREE PARKING

SHOWROOMS: 69-71 WASHBROOK RD · RUSHDEN · NORTHANTS  NN10 6UR  action2mobility.co.uk

Stockist of Cosyfeet and Sandpiper shoes

THE REGION’S LEADING MOBILITY AID CENTRE

STAIRLIFTS: FULLY GUARANTEED,  FREE HOME SURVEY

MON-FRI 8am-4.30pm

THE REGION’S LEADING MOBILITY AID CENTRE10%OFF
BRING THIS AD WITH YOU

AND GET 10% OFF ANY
INSTORE PURCHASE* * MINIMUM PURCHASE £10. OFFER ENDS 14.04.2013

Wet rooms 
and easy access 

bathrooms 
supplied 

and fitted
Phone us for 

delivery if you’re 
shielding*

Simply make your choice and 
phone through your order to 

0800 698 2588
*Limited to 25 miles radius from our 

showrooms in Rushden
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Last time I mentioned gravestones and the 
symbolism of their carvings. But what is written 
on them can also be extremely helpful! I was 
able to track one of my families sideways and 
backwards as, on my 5 x great grandmother’s 
gravestone it reads: 

‘Mrs. Sarah CATT of this parish died 18th March, 
1866, aged 88. Leaving seven sons and one 
daughter, James, William, Joseph, Isaac, Harriott, 
Stephen, Charles and George.’

You never know what you are going to discover!
So, bearing in mind that the weather should 

start to improve in the not too distant future, now 
would be a good time to perhaps start planning 
those day trips – especially if you can incorporate 
an outing to a graveyard or cemetery where your 
ancestors might be found. I blame my Gran for my 
interest in graveyards as she used to take me to visit 
my Grandad’s grave and point out the interesting 
memorials along the way…

I mentioned back in December that I would not 
be continuing with the monthly drop-in sessions, 
but embarking upon occasional Family History 

‘events’ to take place in Oundle Library. The first 
one is scheduled for Thursday 2nd March and I 
will be there between 10am and 2pm. Entitled, 
‘Exploring Family History’ (I did consider calling it 
‘Digging up dead people’ but thought that would 
not go down too well…) it will be an opportunity 
for you to bring along your genealogy questions, 
brick walls and lost ancestors for help and advice. If 
finding out about your ancestors is something that 
interests you but you don’t know where to start, 
please pop in. Lots of help is available – plus I have 
some free blank family trees that you can complete 
to help plot out your branches. Maybe your 
children would be interested in their family’s history 
for a school project – or even a Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. If you are unable to get there but still want 
some pointers/help, please contact Oundle Library 
and they will put you in contact with me.

Happy hunting!

Raising awareness in North Northants 
during LGBT+ History Month

February is LGBT+ 
History Month and North 
Northamptonshire Council 
(NNC) is promoting and 
raising awareness of the 
support available for 
members of the LGBT+ 
community.

LGBT+ History Month is 
a national event that was set 
up to highlight struggles the 
LGBT+ community have faced 
over the years. It also highlights 
the achievements and the 
work that still needs to be 
done to ensure true equality.

The month is about 
education, reflection and 
working together to spread 
kindness.

NNC is committed to 
ensuring everyone has access 
to safe and thriving places, 
which can only happen 
when everyone feels safe to 
be themselves. With this in 
mind, NNC was one of the 
first members, and biggest 
supporters, of the North 
Northants LGBT+ Forum at its 
inception in December 2021.

The Forum is made up of 

community groups, private 
and statutory organisations, 
charities and members of 
the public including allies of 
the LGBTQ+ community. It is 
designed to discuss where 
the gaps are in services for 
the LGBT+ community within 
North Northamptonshire and 
work out how these can be 
resolved.

Anyone wishing to be part 
of the forum can sign up to 
the mailing list on the LGBT+ 
Forum website. By doing this, 
you’ll be made aware of what 
is being worked on and can 
offer your own advice and 
support.

Current areas being looked 
at by the Forum include a lack 
of support for LGBT+ people 
over the age of 20, gaps in 
support within the care market 
and across GP surgeries.

Cllr Helen Harrison, the 
Council’s Executive Member 
for Adults, Health and 
Wellbeing, said: “LGBT+ 
History Month is the perfect 
opportunity for us to remind 
residents across North 

Northamptonshire of the 
support available to them.

“But it’s not just about one 
month a year, there is support 
available all year round 
through the LGBT+ Forum and 
organisations. We are proud 
that North Northamptonshire 
is an inclusive area and we 
strive to continue the work 
being done by the LGBT+ 
Forum.”

Cllr Jason Smithers, Leader 
of the Council, said: “North 
Northamptonshire Council 
is constantly working to 
ensure everyone has a better, 
brighter future. As a local 
authority, it’s important that 
we set an example that is front 
and centre when it comes to 
supporting communities, so 
they feel safe and valued.”

The Forum is still relatively 
new and most members take 
on the work in a voluntary 
capacity outside of their day-
to-day occupation. Members 
welcome any new ideas and 
support. For more information 
about the LGBT+ Forum visit: 
www.lgbtforum.co.uk

Life among the animals and plants of our 
countryside is not always as quiet and calm as we 
might wish. Human activities can conflict with 
wildlife – houses, transport and manufacturing can 
damage the soil where it all starts. Yet nature can 
also do a pretty good ‘hatchet job’ on other living 
forms, with the cause found in defending food, 
shelter, or a “desirable female”.  

Many schemes are now running to make areas 
“wildlife friendly”, the overall operations grouped 
as ‘rewilding’ projects, though it may easily result 
in putting one species under pressure and the 
competitor taking over. In our countryside we have 
one of the clearest examples of how an invading 
species can impact significantly on another, and 
this seems to be a little more clear-cut now, possibly 
because this year’s generation have spread out from 
their home area to establish their own food supply 
routes. I am talking about the squirrels: most of us 
are either ‘for’ or ‘against’. The grey species are not 
true natives, but they are so common that any bushy 

tailed animal leaping around in the trees is likely to 
be a grey squirrel, though occasionally individuals 
may have reddish-tinted areas. But there are sufficient 
differences to confirm identity. 

Reds look more lightweight, though the diet for 
both species is rather similar. Population pressure 
leads to the problem of the greys eating the reds 
“out of house and home”, and the odds are clearly 
very much on the greys’ side; it would seem then 
that areas where the reds have been driven out could 
provide ideal spots to recreate the population.

This idea lies behind rewilding, more than feeding 
the creatures during times of drought or thirst, or 
bringing in plants or animals, and protecting them 
while they get rooted. What if they don’t come? 
If they flourshed centuries ago, something must 
have changed to affect their continuing lifestyle; 
was it disturbance, disease, changing climate, 
removal of dependent companions of whatever 
origin? Whatever the reason, all of us must share the 
responsibility.

Genealogy Specialists, Tracing Our 
Past, Discovering Our Genes (TOP DOG) 
www.genealogy-specialists.com

GENEALOGY JOTTINGS

WILDLIFE NEWS
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Jet Line 
Services

Drainage Unblocks, CCTV Surveys, 
Excavations, and Drain Relining

24 Hour Callout

Driveway and Patio Cleaning,
including many other surfaces.

 @jet_line_services

 Jet Line Sevices

✆ 07578 597287
✉ services.jetline@gmail.com

MAYOR’S AWARDS 2022-2023
Rushden Town Council is seeking nominations for the 
Mayor’s Awards for Services to the Community for the 
year 2022 / 2023. The Mayor’s Award is given to an 
individual for their work and commitment within the 

community of Rushden over a number of years. (Group nominations 
will not be eligible for an award.)

Please submit the name and address of nominees, together with 
details of the reason for their nomination, to the Town Clerk at Rushden 
Town Council, Rushden Hall, Hall Park, Rushden, Northants, NN10 
9NG, or e-mail the Town Clerk at info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk. 
All nominations should be received by Monday 27th March 2023.
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Bus operators in the 
North Northamptonshire 
Council area will 
continue to receive 
extra financial support 
to bolster services 
under the English 
National Concessionary 
Travel Scheme – if 
recommendations 
are approved and 
government enact the 
relevant legislation.

Under the scheme, the 
Council has a statutory 
duty to reimburse bus 
operators for free travel by 
eligible older persons’ and 
disabled persons’ pass 
holders. However, the 
number of people using 
bus services in the area – 
and elsewhere in England 
– has not recovered to 
the levels seen before 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
with journey volumes 
remaining relatively low.

As a result, the 

government has asked 
councils to reimburse 
operators at above actual 
current levels of journeys 
through the 2023/24 
financial year, to those 
made at or near pre-Covid 
levels. Government is due 
to be laying secondary 
legislation before 
Parliament to allow this.

Proposals before the 
Council’s Executive 
outline how the authority 
will reimburse bus 
companies – for these free 
journeys made – at 90% of 
pre-Covid levels until 31st 
March 2024.

Cllr Graham Lawman, 
the Council’s Executive 
Member for Highways, 
Travel and Assets, said: 
“I’m delighted that we 
are able to protect our 
bus networks, which 
are essential in keeping 
communities connected, 
enabling commuting 

and offering greener 
alternatives to making car 
journeys across our area.

“With bus companies 
still suffering from the 
reduced number of 
journeys being made 
post-Covid, there is a real 
risk that without support 
from local authorities, 
the sector would suffer 
further.

“We’re pleased to 
be able to provide the 
support required to 
continue to bolster and 
secure bus services as we 
return to normality after 
the pandemic.”

Previously – as free 
travel is likely to generate 
additional journeys, 
compared to where 
passengers had to 
pay their own fare – 
operators were generally 
reimbursed a proportion 
of the fare that would 
otherwise be paid, so 

that they were no better 
nor worse off as a result of 
concessionary travel.

Bus use has been 
significantly reduced 
since the start of the 
Covid pandemic and 

concessionary pass 
use, at 65-70% of pre-
Covid levels, remains 
significantly below the 
level for fare-paying 
passengers, which is 
around 90% of pre-Covid 

levels, giving overall 
patronage at about 80% 
of pre-Covid levels.

Since the start of 
the pandemic, the 
government has asked 
travel concessionary 

authorities to maintain 
the reimbursement of 
bus operators for those 
carried free of charge 
through concessionary 
bus pass payments at 
above actual levels.

Extra concessionary fare support 
to help boost bus services

North Northamptonshire Council recently 
completed a public consultation process for the 
setting of its 2023/24 budget. The Council is 
proposing to set a balanced budget, which was 
presented to the Executive for approval on 9th 
February.

One of the proposals set out in the budget 
consultation focused on the standardisation of 
grants for community centres. The impact of this 
standardised approach would have resulted in 
a reduction in grants to a number of community 
centres.  The Leader and the Executive considered the 
feedback received in preparation for their meeting on 
9th February.

In light of the feedback received from the 

consultation, the Leader and the Executive revised the 
final budget published on Wednesday 1st February 
with the removal of this proposal.

Councillor Jason Smithers, Leader of the Council 
said: “We are a listening council and we have heard 
the voice of the local community on this important 
issue. 

“I do understand the vital role community centres 
play in our local neighbourhoods and we do need to 
listen carefully to what has been said.

“Removing this proposal from the budget at this 
stage is absolutely the right thing to do. I will ensure 
that we continue to engage with local communities 
across North Northamptonshire on this important 
issue.”

Grants for community centres

 

Check out our website for further days out
www.rbtravel.co.uk

RB Travel
01536 791066

FEBRUARY
Tue 21  Melton Mowbray
Wed 22  Seasonal Mystery Trip
Thu 23  Ely
Sun 26  Orchids at Kew Gardens
Tue 28  Chippenham Park Snowdrops
 MARCH
Thu 2  Cotswold Tour - New route
Tue 7  Springfields or Spalding
Thu 9  Seasonal Mystery Trip
Sat 11  National Railway Museum or York
Sat 11  York’s Chocolate Story
Tue 14  Derbyshire & Peak District
Fri 17   Ideal Home Show
Tue 21  Saffron Walden
Thu 23  Canterbury or Whitstable
Fri 24   Stratford Upon Avon
Wed 29  Imperial War Museum Duxford
Thu 30  Wembley Stadium
 APRIL 
Tue 4     Black Country Museum
Tue 4     Dudley Zoo
Thu 6     Fakenham & Sheringham
Sat 8      Norwich
Mon 10  Great Yarmouth
Thu 13   Tower of London
Thu 13   London Museums or Free Time
Fri 14     Cannon Hall Farm
Wed 19  Hereford
Thu 20   Banbury Market
Sun 23  Skegness
Tue 25   Spitfire & Hurricane + RAF Manston
Fri 28     Southwold & Diss
Sat 29    Oxford OR Oxford Castle
 MAY    
Mon 1    Bakewell Bank Holiday Market
Wed 3   Bury St Edmunds Market Day
Sat 6      Belvoir Castle & Gardens
Sun 7     Lincoln
Mon 8    Derbyshire & Peak District
Thu 11   Jersey Boys
Thu 11   Back to the Future the Musical
Fri 12     Stamford Market & Grantham
Sat 13    Malvern Spring Show
Sat 13    Springfields
Sat 13    Spalding Flower Parade
Sun 14   Hunstanton
Mon 15  Salisbury Cathedral & Free Time
Wed 17  Wye Valley River Cruise & Lunch
Sat 20    Clacton-on-Sea
Sun 21   Melton Mowbray Cheese Fair
Sun 21   Camden Market
Tue 23   Mystery Full Day
Thu 25   Constable Country & Essex

NEW BROCHURE NOW AVAILABLE GET OUR FREE BROCHURE!
Email taurus@rbtravel.co.uk

www.taurusholidays.co.uk
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GET OUR FREE BROCHURE!

CALL NOW ON

01536 791066

LAHNSTEIN CARNIVAL - 6 DAYS

With snow still on the mountain tops, we’re heading 
for medieval Lahnstein and its fun carnival. We’d 
love you to pack fancy dress and join the crowds, 
or pick up some togs such as wigs and hats at local 
shops. There’s a guarantee of German hospitality, 
whether you like traditional music, a stein of beer 
or fab food.

INCLUDES DINNERS

25th – 29th JANUARY
JUST £259*
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LAHNSTEIN CARNIVAL - 6 DAYS

APRIL

MAY

Our NEW holiday brochure
for 2023 is now available.

CALL NOW ON 
01536 791066

TO GET OUR FREE BROCHURE!
taurus@rbtravel.co.uk 

www.taurusholidays.co.uk
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10th-14th APRIL 2023 -
KELPIES, LOCHS & GLENS -  
ALL INCLUSIVE
The Winnock Hotel, Drymen, All Inclusive, £499pp.
Drymen is an attractive village located in the beautiful 
Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park. The park 
consists of 40 mountains ranging from 2500ft to 
over 3000ft, 22 lochs, 50 rivers and two forest parks, 
The Argyll Forest Park and the Queen Elizabeth 
Forest Park. The Campsie Fells hills are to the west of 
Drymen. The lovely village boasts spectacular views 
of Dumgoyne to the east and is just a short way from 
Loch Lomond to the west. Excursions include Kelpies 
with guided tour, Edinburgh, Aberfoyle Sheep Dog 
Display, Cruise on Loch Katrine with afternoon tea, 
and the Balmaha to Luss Cruise (one way), Inveraray.

15th-21st APRIL 2023 - SCOTTISH 
HIGHLANDS - ALL INCLUSIVE
Palace Hotel, Inverness, includes excursions, £759pp.
Inverness, known as Scotland’s ‘Highland Capital’, has 
a rich variety of historic buildings and one of the most 
beautiful riverside settings in Britain. Enjoy a stroll to 
Inverness Castle, currently used as a courthouse and 
St Andrew’s Cathedral which dominate the River Ness.   

30th APRIL - 5th MAY - ISLE OF SKYE
Dunollie Hotel, Broadford. Half board including 
Excursions, £629pp. The village of Broadford is the 
second largest on Skye. This beautiful, tranquil town 
is a great place to stay while taking part in various 
outdoor activities like walking and climbing.  The 
area is dominated by the magnificent Red Cuillins 
mountains, while the views over the bay extend across 
to Applecross mountains on the mainland. There is 
some wonderful wildlife in the area like otters, seals, 
sometimes Orca whales, Whooper swan, Brent geese 
and many other marine and bird life.

0800 088 6004  |  enquiries@wilsonbrowne.co.uk  
wilsonbrowne.co.uk

You are at the centre of our legal advice 
- we are all the help you need.

ABOVE  
ALL ELSE...

YOU  
MATTER MOST.
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Spotlight on     HOMES & GARDENS>
> BOSWORTH’S GARDEN 
CENTRE
“We have been around a 
while and know a thing or 
two about gardening. From 

our humble beginnings back 
in 1959 to the two site garden 
centres of today, we are 
proud to have remained an 
independent family owned 

and run garden centre. 
“Plants are what we are all 

about and you can be sure to 
find a well stocked plant area 
at both Burton Latimer and 
Elton. Combine this with our 
Mulberry Cafe at Elton and 
Aspen Cafe at Burton Latimer 
and you have the perfect 
excuse for a morning or 
afternoon out. 

“Our second site at Elton 
was added in 2018. The cafe 
was completely re-fitted 
giving a more contemporary 
feel, with views out across 
the plant area. Chef prepared 
meals including Sunday roasts 
and daily specials are also 
available. 

“The garden centre sits in 
the grounds of the magnificent 
Elton Hall, open to the public 
from May through to August. 

“We are also a show site 
for Scotts of Thrapston 
Summerhouses. We look 
forward to welcoming you 
to our garden centres this 
season. 

“Our restuarants are now 
fully open. Don’t forget we are 
at Burton Latimer too!”

> HIGH-QUALITY 
GARDEN MACHINERY AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES IN 
WELLINGBOROUGH
Reduce the time and effort 
required to maintain your 
garden by equipping 
yourself with quality garden 
machinery. Mowerman’s 
extensive range of garden 
machinery includes 
lawnmowers, hedge 
trimmers, brush cutters 
and more by leading 
manufacturers in the industry. 

“Whether you’re looking 
for a basic petrol-fuelled 
model or electrical cordless 

equipment, rest assured we 
stock them all. 

“In addition to the sale 
of garden and agricultural 
machinery, we also provide 
equipment repair and 
maintenance and ground 
maintenance solutions. 
We also sell second-hand 
machinery by top brands to 
give you the opportunity to 
get high-end machinery by 
top brands at discounted 
prices. Our second-hand 
machinery is professionally 
serviced to ensure efficiency 
and optimum performance.

“We source our products 

from leading manufacturers 
and reliable tradesmen. 
We sell brands from many 
different top manufacturers 
including: Aspen Fuels, 
Cobra, Wolf Garten, Echo 
Power Products, Cub Cadet, 
Masport, Stihl and Ego. 

“We also offer expert 
grounds maintenance 
services including: lawn care 
and maintenance; hedge 
maintenance and shrub 
trimming; grass cutting, 
strimming and weed control, 
and site clearance.”

Visit www.mowermangm.
com or call 01933 274 410.

Bosworth’s Garden Centre

Bosworth’s Garden Centre

OUR DETAILS

@mowermangm

01933 274410

Unit 120, Leyland Trading Estate,
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire,

NN8 1RT

www.mowermangm.com

Servicing and repairs

Inhouse workshop

Showroom includes, Ride on mowers,

Walk behind mowers, Strimmer, Blowers,

Hedgecutter, Robots and many more

Robot installation available

Parts available

Collection and delivery service

PRODUCTS WE OFFER:

SUPPLYING AND TAKING
CARE OF YOUR GARDEN EQUIPMENT.

£5

OUR DETAILS

@mowermangm

01933 274410

Unit 120, Leyland Trading Estate,
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire,

NN8 1RT

www.mowermangm.com

Servicing and repairs

Inhouse workshop

Showroom includes, Ride on mowers,

Walk behind mowers, Strimmer, Blowers,

Hedgecutter, Robots and many more

Robot installation available

Parts available

Collection and delivery service

PRODUCTS WE OFFER:

SUPPLYING AND TAKING
CARE OF YOUR GARDEN EQUIPMENT.

£5 OFF
IN STORE

WITH THIS ADVERT

Bosworth’s Garden Centre

Elton, Peterborough, PE8 6SH

Tel: 01832 343104

 www.bosworthsgc.co.uk

Offering an exciting menu in a relaxed setting 

overlooking our Plant Centre.

Breakfasts, Light Snacks, Main Meals, 

Cakes and Afternoon Teas

Our Plant Centre is bursting with plants to enhance 

your outside space. Our knowledgeable team is on 

hand to help you choose the perfect plant.

Mowerman
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A report at a recent meeting 
of North Northamptonshire 
Council’s Executive saw 
members discussing the 
acquisition of 30 homes for 
people and families who 
have settled in the area 
through either the Afghan 
Resettlement or Homes for 
Ukraine Programmes.

North Northamptonshire 
Council has been identified 
as suitable for capital grant 
funding for up to 30 homes 
from the Department of 
Levelling Up Housing and 
Communities’ (DLUHC) new 
Local Authority Housing Fund.

The proposal to enter into 
an agreement with DLUHC 
to acquire the homes is 
designed to alleviate the 
increased demand on 
homeless services and 
temporary accommodation, 
as well as assist refugees to 
move on from bridging hotels 
or sponsor placements.

Cllr Matt Binley, North 
Northamptonshire Council’s 

Executive Member for 
Housing, Communities and 
Levelling Up, said: “Since 
the Afghan Resettlement 
Programme was launched 
in 2021 and the Homes 
for Ukraine Programme 
in March 2022, North 
Northamptonshire Council, 
like many local authorities, 
have experienced challenges 
in supporting people to move 
out of bridging hotels or on 
from sponsorship placements 
into settled accommodation in 
the private rented sector. 

“If the proposal is 
approved, work can start on 
sourcing suitable properties 
to purchase in the main 
towns of Kettering, Corby, 
Wellingborough and Rushden 
making sure they are close to 
local amenities – something 
families have said is important 
to them.”

Cllr Jason Smithers, Leader 
of the Council, added: “This 
proposal, if approved, will 
help increase the overall 

supply of affordable rented 
housing available in North 
Northamptonshire for all our 
residents in the future. The 
fact that we are receiving 
funding from the government 
to assist is important as it 
will help us better meet our 
local housing needs. This 
initiative will be beneficial 
for everyone, not only for 
those who have had to flee 
their countries and homes in 
such awful circumstances. I 
look forward to considering 
the report with my fellow 
Executive members.”

The report will also seek 
approval to repurpose capital 
funding to enable North 
Northamptonshire Council to 
provide the required match 
funding against the central 
government grant for the 
programme.

The Executive was due 
to meet again as we went 
to press and the papers are 
available online. The meeting 
was livestreamed via YouTube.

Homes for Afghan and Ukrainian 
families on Executive agenda

WORDS BY 
CLAIRE SHORT

No matter what your 
injury, surgery and knee 
replacements are a last resort 
for your GP or consultant 
these days. This is fantastic 
news because it means that 
most of the time you can 
recover or repair without 
going under the knife. 

Quite often the trick to 
getting back to normal 
movement is to strengthen 
the muscles around the knee.  
Of course, you have to pace 
yourself with your rehab, which 
means no dashing out to mow 
the lawn immediately after a 

surgery, please!
On the whole, once you’re 

over the acute phase or 
surgery, you need to start your 
rehab doing simple sit-stand-
sit-stand exercises. They’re a 
great way to get the muscles 
and nerves working.

There are plenty of 
exercise routines you can 
do to progress from there, 
but simply putting some big 
lemonade bottles into a back 
pack and doing your sit-stand-
sit-stand exercises holding the 
backpack is a very easy way 
increase the work your muscles 
are doing.

I hope I don’t have to tell 
you that you need to check 

with a rehab expert if your 
exercises are painful. If you’re 
not sure about any rehab you 
need specialist advice (NOT Dr 
Google). 

But stay optimistic! With 
proper assistance, knees are 
repairing and staying healthy 
for much longer these days.

Have a strengthening week!

Claire Short is a Registered Osteopath, and runs The Ashgrove Clinic in Higham 
Ferrers.  Send your questions to claire@ashgrovehealth.co.uk 

Your Health – 
Knees up
At our recent Open Day we had a number of people ask us 
about knee problems. Our osteopaths, rehab team, sports 
therapists and gait analysis specialist were ready with post-
surgery help, pre-surgery help and general advice, but it made 
me think that we need to have a bit of a chat about knee injuries. 

Regent Wrought Iron Ltd
The Regent Street Wrought Iron Works

180-186 Regent Street, Kettering, Northants NN16 8QH 
PHONE 01536 485892

High quality gates and fencing hand made on the premises since 1963

Has your garden wall/fence had it? Replace it with wrought iron! 
LASTS A LIFETIME • USUALLY FITTED IN A DAY

Visit our website for our online catalogue www.regentiron.co.uk

BEAT THE BURGLAR – Free security locking bolts fitted to 
all our side entry gates or full range of mortise locks fitted

Automatic Estate Gates
• Highest quality equipment
• Up to 14’ opening
• Flat draped or bow topped
• Fully installed & painted
• FREE first year service
• Guaranteed for 2 years
• Full back up & yearly service
• We have been installing 
 automation since 1998
• Full pressure tested and 
 certified to BS 12453

We can automate your existing gates (if suitable) or upgrade 
old equipment to meet BS 12453 safety regulations

We have 18 styles to choose from. All on show in our showroom. Full fitting & painting service.

Single gates from £60.00
Side entry from £99.00

Double gates from £120.00
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Northamptonshire Healthcare 
NHS Foundation Trust (NHFT) 
has just received an ‘Investing 
in Volunteers’ accreditation – 
the UK’s quality standard for all 
organisations that work with 
volunteers.

The accolade recognises 
organisations which value 
and support volunteers, and 
demonstrates the enormous 
contribution made to the Trust by 
volunteers.

NHFT has around 250 active 
volunteers, working across 12 
sites, covering four main areas. 
These include mental health and 
community services, Volunteer 
to Career Programme, telephone 
befriending services and hospice 
volunteering.

It is the second time the Trust 

has received the award, having 
initially been awarded the three-year 
accreditation in 2019.

Mandy Woolf, Voluntary Services 
Manager at NHFT, said: “I am 
absolutely delighted that we have 
achieved the Investors in Volunteers 
standard for a second time. We have 
made significant progress since we 
first achieved this standard in 2019, 
one of the highlights was seeing 
our Befriending Service shortlisted 
at last year’s HSJ (Health Services 
Journal) Partnership awards after 
making 8,000 calls to lonely and 
vulnerable individuals during the 
pandemic.”

Investing in Volunteers aims 
to improve the quality of the 
volunteering experience for all 
volunteers. It assesses six quality 
areas (Vision for volunteering; 

Planning for volunteers; Volunteer 
inclusion; Recruiting and welcoming 
volunteers; Supporting volunteers 
and Valuing and developing 
volunteers) – all of which the Trust 
was found to excel in. 

During the assessment, nearly 30 
volunteers were interviewed along 
with Mandy Woolf and voluntary 
services staff, NHFT Senior Business 
Partner Liz O’Leary, and Chief 
Executive Angela Hillery. 

The staff and volunteers 
interviewed talked about the 
welcoming and supportive 
atmosphere for volunteers, with 
many talking about how the 
organisation had adapted to 
their needs. When asked about 
the strengths of the volunteering 
programme, the following quote 
was provided by one of the 
volunteers:

“The support is always there. 
There are regular meetings online 
and you can ring at any time. The 
staff are always available for support 
and are incredibly patient. They are 
incredibly good – you can’t fault 

them. They are a wonderful bunch of 
people.”

Mandy added: “In June 2021, we 
launched a successful ‘Volunteer 
to Career pathway’ to provide a 
pipeline for volunteers interested 
in paid employment, but for a 
range of reasons such as long-

term unemployment, disability, 
neurodiversity or lack of experience, 
weren’t able to access the standard 
channels for recruitment. We are 
delighted to receive this standard 
and for our achievements to have 
been recognised by Investors in 
Volunteers.”

VOLUNTEERS’ HEALTHCARE SUCCESS 
RECOGNISED NATIONALLY
“Absolutely delighted” is how healthcare staff have 
described being nationally recognised for their 
outstanding work with volunteers to provide care 
across the county.

Notice of planning 
APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

Notice is given that the following 
applications have been received 
by North Northamptonshire 
Council – Thrapston Office 
together with the last date for 
making representations:

>TANSOR
Variation of condition 3 to substitute 
approved drawings with new 
drawings in order to locate garage 
in new position pursuant to 
NE/21/01656/FUL. Proposed single 
storey oak framed detached garage 
at the rear of dwelling. At The Hovel 
Tansor Grange Barns Tansor Wold 
Road Tansor PE8 6UY  (Info) (Part3) 
(Info) NE/23/00087/VAR  (14 March 
2023)

>WOODNEWTON
Form new vehicle access and 
construct new dwelling and 
detached outbuilding. Provide off 
street parking for existing dwelling. 
At The School House 65 Main Street 

Woodnewton PE8 5EB  (Info) (LB/CA) 
(Info) NE/22/01622/FUL  (14 March 
2023)

>TWYWELL
Outline: Residential Development 
of 4 no. 4-bedroom dwellings (All 
matters reserved except access) at 
Gordonville Slipton Road Twywell 
NN14 3AH  (Info) (LB/CA) (Info) 
NE/22/01327/OUT  (14 March 2023)

>BULWICK
Works to refurbish the K6 Telephone 
Box in same colour as current (Red), 
install a Defibrillator in the Telephone 
Box, and replace Signage to display 
Defibrillator. At K6 Telephone Kiosk 
Opposite Queens Head Public 
House Main Street Bulwick  (LB/CA) 
(Info) (LBRegs) (Info) NE/23/00005/
LBC  (14 March 2023)

>RUSHDEN
Replacement of the existing external 
through the wall machine with 

new model. At 75-79 High Street 
Rushden NN10 0NZ  (LB/CA) (Info) 
NE/23/00056/FUL  (14 March 2023)

>EASTON ON THE HILL
Installation of solar PV panels to 
southern roof slope of existing car 
port at 34 Stamford Road Easton 
On The Hill  PE9 3NU  (LB/CA) (Info) 
NE/23/00041/FUL  (14 March 2023)

>ISLIP
Replacement of windows and door 
with upgraded materials, to match 
existing at 18 Mill Road Islip NN14 
3LB  (LBRegs) (Info) NE/23/00077/
LBC  (14 March 2023)

The reason for applications 
being advertised is as follows 
Part3 - Town and Country 
Planning (General Development 
Procedure) Order 2015.
Part16 - Town and Country 
Planning (General Development 
Procedure) Order 2015.

Info - Non-statutory - included 
for information only.
LB/CA - Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation 
Areas Act 1990.
LBRegs - Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Regulations 1990.

Rob Harbour, Assistant Director 
Growth And Regeneration

Dated 18 February 2023	

Consultation deadlines will 
differ for each application. 
You can see details of these 
applications at www.east-
northamptonshire.gov.uk/
planningapplications.

For details of how we treat 
your data, please see our 
Privacy Statement: www.
northnorthants.gov.uk/
privacynotices

Consultation deadlines will differ for each application. Please go to www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/planningapplications for details.

Find out more about Investors in Volunteers 
at www.investinginvolunteers.co.uk



0718/02/23 To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 692542

The UK celebrated National 
Apprenticeship Week 
earlier this month, offering 
a chance for businesses 
and apprentices across the 
country to shine a light on 
the positive impact that 
apprenticeships make to 
individuals, businesses, and 
the wider economy.

The theme for National 
Apprenticeship Week 2023 
was ‘Skills for Life’ and, as 
such, North Northamptonshire 
Council has been encouraging 
and supporting potential and 
existing employees to build 
their careers.

Roles occupied by 
apprentices range from social 
workers, teachers and site 
engineers to departmental 
managers, finance and HR 
professionals and senior 

leaders.  
Cllr Scott Edwards, the 

Council’s Executive Member for 
Children, Families, Education 
and Skills, said:

“Our apprenticeship scheme 
has been a great success and 
I’m delighted it’s going from 
strength to strength. While 
the need to carry on earning 
could present a barrier to future 
training, an apprenticeship 
scheme can allow people to 
develop their careers while 
earning a living.”

Cllr Jason Smithers, Leader 
of the Council, said: “We’re 
committed to being an 
employer of choice and a 
position as an apprentice offers 
great flexibility and can build 
confidence in employees. It’s 
also a way of bringing in great 
new ideas and bringing new, 

creative energy to roles.”
With no upper age limit to 

becoming an apprentice, an 
increasing number of people 
aged over 16 are favouring 
apprenticeships as a way of 
studying towards a formal 
qualification while working.

The council offers a range 
of apprenticeship support for 
individuals, managers, and 
businesses. To learn more or 
speak to one of the council’s 
specialist advisors please 
complete the Apprenticeship 
Enquiry Form.

Case Study: Sean O’Sullivan 
- Data Analyst, Level: 4 
“I completed the Data 
Analyst, Level: 4 (Standard) 
apprenticeship programme and 
hoped to learn new skills and 
knowledge.

“My previous education 
level was GCSE. I joined the 
apprenticeship programme 
as part of a new job role to 
change that.

“The ability to earn whilst 
I learn and the fact that I 
could gain a professional 
qualification whilst working in 
my new role really appealed 
to me.

“A challenge for me 
was going back to formal 
education after 20 plus years. 
However, this was not as big 
an issue as I first thought, 
as the apprenticeship study 
programme was well planned 
and structured.

“Being able to juggle work, 
study and homelife was also 
a concern but the support 
provided by my manager and 
the training provider helped 

immensely to create a good 
balance between all three.

“I now have a professionally 
recognised qualification in 
an innovative and rapidly 
growing industry. The 
apprenticeship has raised my 
education, knowledge and 

skills to a whole new level.
“It has given me the 

confidence to use what 
I have learnt in my work 
and to promote new and 
innovative ways of working 
for me, as well as amongst my 
colleagues and team.”

NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE APPRENTICESHIPS 
– EARN WHILE YOU LEARN SCHEME BOOSTS 
CAREER PROGRESSION
An apprenticeship scheme at North Northamptonshire Council is going from strength to 
strength with 80 active learners now employed by the authority.

www.thefurniturecentre.com  |  01536 414121  |  sales@thefurniturecentre.com

LIVING | DINING | KITCHEN | OFFICE | BEDROOM | BESPOKE | ACCESSORIES | UPHOLSTERY

Visit our showroom! 
Pytchley Lodge Road, 
Kettering NN15 6JQ
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Join Standing In The Wings on 
Saturday 13th May for a fundraising 
performance at Sharnbrook Mill 
Theatre in aid of Melanoma UK.

Featuring performers from across 
Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire, 
this promises to be an exciting 
evening of entertainment whilst raising 
awareness and funds for Melanoma 
UK.

Melanoma UK became the official 
charity for Standing In The Wings in 

September 2022, at their inaugural 
concert. The charity is close to the 
hearts of the company due to the 
personal connection it has for one of 
the team. It was this connection that 
made the decision to support the 
charity a very easy one.

Kathryn Rose, Creative Producer, 
said: “When we heard of the personal 
link to this charity from one of our 
team, it was a clear choice to support 
them through our events. Having the 

opportunity to do what we love whilst 
raising valuable funds for a very worthy 
charity made complete sense to the 
whole team. 

“Whilst we can’t make miracles 
happen, we hope that by presenting 
this fundraising performance, we will 
help by adding funds to the charity for 
their research and also raise awareness 
of the condition. 

“We are excited to be working with 
new faces for this event as well as our 

original company members and can’t 
wait for our audience to join us for this 
special performance.”

Cast includes: Soloists from 
Standing In The Wings Theatre 
Company, Weavers Academy Music 
Department and The CAREL Crew.

The evening will be hosted by Jamie 
Tyler whose performance credits 
include roles for The RSC, UK and 
European Tours and the West End. 

There will also be a charity auction 

with some fantastic lots from local 
businesses. 

Tickets are £14 each and can be 
booked via www.standinginthewings.
co.uk/wishesdreams

Standing In The Wings would like 
to thank Sharnbrook Mill Theatre for 
their support and event sponsors: The 
Curtain Boutique, Carel Academy, 
Andrew Reynolds Just Mortgages, 
Kennel Kuts, Signature Beauty and The 
Business Community. 

To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 69254208 18/02/23

Wishes and Dreams - A fundraising performance for Melanoma UK

Why stay in and watch TV when you can go out 
and watch TV?  Find out by booking a seat at 
Raunds Footlights’ Television Show – though 
you won’t actually see a television screen – 
which takes place at Raunds Cricket Club on 
24th and 25th March at 7.30pm.

And what’s on?  Well there’s the Great Raunds 
Cake Off starring Paul Bollywood, a look behind 
the scenes on the Eastenders set and an exciting 
episode of Midsummer Muddlers.

Then there are scenes from a typical British 
seaside holiday resort, helpful hints for improving 

your memory and an episode of  ’Allo ’Allo.  There 
are preposterous puppets, a married couple with 
secret thoughts and of course songs which will 
bring you sunshine even if it’s cold and rainy.

You can get a drink at the bar and, if you’re lucky, 
a prize in the raffle!

RAUNDS FOOTLIGHTS – AS SEEN ON TV

Yarwell and Nassington Britannia Band are planning their St George’s Day Concert to be held in 
Nassington Church on Friday 21st April. As this is two days before St George’s Day and two weeks 
before the Coronation of King Charles, there is very much a royal theme to the concert. 

The band are privileged to be under the baton of new conductor, Matthew Brown. Matthew has a 
great pedigree both as a trombone player and as a conductor. The programme contains a number of old 
favourites from the brass band repertoire as well as some new pieces. They  will be joined again by the 
Elton School band, who will be bringing their usual enthusiasm. This young band just goes from strength to 
strength under the great leadership of John Hudson. They are also pleased to have Tony Cooper back as the 
compere with his limitless list of bad jokes. There will be the usual bar and raffle. So please come and join the 
band for ‘A Royal Occasion’.

Tickets are £10 and will be available from Nassington Stores and Moulds Butchers or from band members.  
For a small premium you can order your tickets online at: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-georges-day-concert-
a-royal-occasion-tickets-534552509947. Please note that tickets are no longer available from Oundle 
Festival Office.

Those who have been loyal to the band for a number of years will know their former conductor, Derrick 
Walker. He sadly passed away in the New Year and his funeral is at 11.30pm at Peterborough Crematorium 
on Monday 20th February. Yarwell and Nassington Britannia Band are looking for a new musical director 
and a new principal cornet to take them through past their St George’s Day concert. If you are interested or 
know of someone who would be interested, then please get in touch for more details.

You can get tickets at Raunds Post Office 
and Brook Street Newsagents and also by 
calling the box office on 01933 624272.  
The licence fee is only £5 for an evening of 
TV you won’t see at home! 

Kindly Supported by:

Standing In The Wings 
proudly presents

A Fundraising Performance in aid of Melanoma UK

Featuring:
Soloists from Standing In The Wings

Weavers Academy Music Department
The CAREL Crew

Tickets £14 available from
www.standinginthewings.co.uk/wishesdreams

Saturday 13th May 2023
7.30pm 

Sharnbrook Mill Theatre, MK44 1NP 

Hosted by Jamie Tyler

All details correct at time of going to print

(West End, RSC & UK and European Tours)

Nene Valley 
News - Events
> SATURDAY 4TH MARCH, 7.30PM
Quiz Night
Friends of Newton Church will be hosting 
a Quiz Night in The Swan, Newton 
Bromswold. Entry fee is £10 for a team of 4.

> SATURDAY 11TH MARCH, 11AM-3PM
Hermitage House Care Home 
Open Day
Kingfisher Road, Thrapston NN14 4GN.
Everyone is welcome to take a tour of our 
brand-new care home, meet the Home 
Manager and staff team, and sample our 
mouth-watering menus. 

ST GEORGE’S DAY CONCERT



The acclaimed printmaker 
and author of A Year 
Unfolding gathers together a 
selection of over 70 original 
illustrations influenced by 
the properties of light on 
landscape and creatures.

“I, like many other people, 
find great inspiration in the way 
mornings, evenings or bright 
midday light changes the way 
we see the things around us. 
The bouncing light of a cloud-
filled storm sky can change a 
seascape through a palette of 
blues, greys, and turquoises. 
The cool summer moonlight 
that crosses my back garden 
sends long shadows that 
change the mood of the garden 
from homely to unfamiliar. And 
whether it’s the low light of an 
English February afternoon or 
the sharp, bright mid-morning 
light of the Cornish seaside, the 
light and dark we experience 
affects our moods.

“But life is busy, and I am 
guilty as anyone of being too 
preoccupied by daily life to just 
stop and look. This book is a 
collection of illustrations from 

those moments when I have 
stopped and looked; when 
a particular encounter with 
nature has been highlighted 
by the time of day or the time 
of night, becoming a strong 
image long remembered and 
one that I wish to illustrate.

“I hope you enjoy this 
journey through 24 hours of 
my collected memories of the 
nature that surrounds me.”

Angela Harding studied 
Fine Art at Leicester 1979-1982 
and later obtained an MA in 
Fine Art from Nottingham 
Trent University. After leaving 
college she continued to 
develop her personal work 
as well as working in the arts. 
She worked for Elstone Hayes 
Associates, an art consultancy 
working in the cruise industry 
and then as the Director of the 
regional printmaking centre, 
Leicester Print Workshop. She 
also taught to degree level at 
a number of Higher Education 

Colleges. She now works as a 
professional artist solely from 
her rural studio in Rutland. 
She uses a variety of media, 
including dry point, linocut, 
woodcut, etching and mono 
printing.

“The recurring inspiration 
for my work is the flora and 
fauna of the British countryside. 
My studio overlooks English 
farmland and often forms 
the backdrop to my work. I 
aim to capture a mood and 
atmosphere rather than a direct 
representation.”

Join Oundle Festival of 
Literature for an evening with 
Angela Harding and gain an 
insight into her breathtaking 
work. There will be a variety of 
her art inspired products on 
sale, as well as her books.

Sam Copeland is a children’s 
author from Manchester who 
now lives in London with 
two smelly cats, three smelly 
children and one relatively 
clean-smelling wife. He 
works as a chicken whisperer, 
travelling the world using 
his unique gift to tame wild 
chickens.

Charlie Changes Into a 
Chicken was his first book in the 
Waterstones Children’s Book 
of the Year shortlisted Charlie 
Changes series. The book was 
also The Guardian and The 
Telegraph’s Children’s Book of the 
Year! It was followed by the sequel 
Charlie Turns Into a T-Rex, and the 
third in the series, Charlie Morphs 
into a Mammoth. Further books 
followed including the Sunday 
Times Book of the Week, Uma 

and the Answer to Absolutely 
Everything. His latest book is 
Greta and the Ghost Hunters 
(January 2022) with another book 
due to be published this summer.

Sam will be talking all about his 
books and the inspiration behind 
writing them. There will be lots 
of fun and games along the way 
though, including a disgusting 
animal competition and a fun fact 

quiz to see who is cleverer – Sam 
or the audience!

0918/02/23 To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 692542

Five foodbanks in 
Northamptonshire and 
Leicestershire have received 
a total of £100,000 from the 
Market Harborough Building 
Society (MHBS) as part of its 
Thrive Agenda.

In Northamptonshire, Corby 
Foodbank, Kettering Foodbank 
and Kettering Community 
Unit (KCU) have each received 
a portion of the money to 
help kickstart their New Year 
campaigns. The funds will be 
spent on various things vital to 
keeping the foodbanks running, 
from bolstering food supplies 
and expanding the range of 
products available, to storage, 
fuel bills, rent, insurance and 
general running costs. 

The other two recipients are 
Leicester South Foodbank in 
Wigston and Jubilee Foodbank 
in Market Harborough which are 
also located within the Society’s 
operational area. The funds have 
been divided proportionately 
based on the size of the 
population areas they serve.

The Thrive Agenda is MHBS’ 
new initiative to ensure giving 

back is at the core of everything 
it does. It represents an evolution 
in its purpose and involves 
a wide range of community 
activities to be implemented 
over 2023.

Chief Executive Iain Kirkpatrick 
said: “Rooted in the desire to 
give back at every opportunity, 
we’ve realigned our goals to 
reflect what really matters to our 
members now, in 2023. 

“We’ve outlined our roadmap 
to a better society, called the 
Thrive Agenda. It’s our intention 
to support our members, our 
colleagues and our communities 
to flourish, to live the full and 
positive lives they deserve. 

“The first step in this project is 
to support our local foodbanks 
in their sadly ever growing task 
of supporting families in need 
with basic provisions as they 
battle the cost of living crisis and 
crippling energy prices.”

Corby Foodbank Manager, 
Martin Langford said: “The 
money is an absolute game 
changer, allowing us to not only 

continue but also to expand 
the level of food crisis support 
throughout Corby and the 
surrounding villages.”

Trustee for Kettering 
Foodbank, Jane Stone said: 
“This donation will help so many 
families and individuals in so 
many ways.”

Operations Director at KCU, 
Sylvia McLevy said: “Sadly the 
financial stresses of the day 
are beginning to take a toll on 
the community. Donations 
in supermarkets continue to 
reduce as everyone feels the 
pressure. Without this financial 
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compromises on the amounts 
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still receives food support.”

Since 1870, MHBS has been 
owned by its members and has 
remained a trusted provider of 
mortgages and savings for over 
150 years. It has six branches in 
Market Harborough, Kibworth, 
Desborough, Rothwell, Corby 
and Kettering.

SOCIETY GIVES BACK WITH 
£100K TO LOCAL FOODBANKS

Angela Harding: Wild Light

Sam Copeland: Writing 
Books is Fun and Inspirational!

Friday 17th March at 7.45pm-8.45pm, 
The Glapthorn Room, Fletton House, 
Glapthorn Road, Oundle PE8 4JA

Saturday 4th March, 2-3pm, The Great 
Hall, Oundle School PE8 4GH. Tickets £6.

For details visit https://mhbs.co.uk/thrive
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Tickets £8 (£6). 
Online at www.oundlelitfest.org.uk/events/
Enquiries contact oundlelitfestival@hotmail.co.uk

www.sam-copeland.com/
Reviews about Sam’s books: 
‘The best kind of silly’ The Observer
‘Cleverly daft storytelling at its very, very best’ Maz Evans
‘Hilarious, fast-paced and full of heart’ Sunday Express
Suitable for Children aged 6-11 years
For details and to book tickets go to:  https://
oundlelitfest.org.uk/events/
Any queries please email oundlelitfestival@hotmail.co.uk
The finalists from our Children’s Writing Competition will 
discover the results at the end of this event!

Angela Harding

Sam Copeland

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y:

 jo
an

ne
 c

ra
w

fo
rd

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y:

 c
hi

ck
en

 c
ha

rl
ot

te
 k

ne
e 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y



To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 69254210 18/02/23

On Friday 27th January, Rushden Town Council 
Councillors and members of the community 
paid tribute and marked Holocaust Memorial 
Day at the Rushden War Memorial.

The day was commemorated with a poem led 
by Rushden Town Mayor, Cllr Adrian Winkle and 
candles were lit to remember all those affected by 
the holocaust and all genocides that have taken 
place around the world.

‘Holocaust Memorial Day provides us 
with an opportunity to honour the survivors, 
but it’s also a chance to look at our lives and 
communities today.’

Rushden Town Council commemorates 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2023

Rushden Town Mayor, Cllr Adrian Winkle
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East Northants First 
Responders are a 
voluntary charitable 
organisation who 
predominantly attend 999 
calls in the community on 
behalf of, and alongside, 
East Midlands Ambulance 
Service. They also install 
public access AEDs 
(Automated External 
Defibrillators) and deliver 
free training alongside 
these.

They have been in the 
position to install four such 
assets throughout the 
month of February in the 
following areas:
• Woodford - 02 Feb
• Ringstead - 24 Feb
• Stanwick - 24 Feb
• Islip - 24 Feb

AEDS INSTALLED 
IN THE AREA

Construction work begins on 
new Sixth Form college

1118/02/23 To submit your news story or event visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk or call 01522 692542

Family 
NOTICES

Nene Valley News can help you make those 
important family announcements.  

For help and information to place your 
notice please call 01522 692542 or  

visit www.nenevalleynews.co.uk
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Media & Marketing
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KM Media & Marketing

To advertise in 
Nene Valley News call
01522 692542

PUBLIC NOTICES>
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – SECTION 14 

(LUTTON ROAD, WARMINGTON) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC) ORDER 2023

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that North Northamptonshire Council intend, not less 
than seven days from the date of this Notice, to make an Order the effect  
of which will be to prohibit traffic from proceeding along that length of Lutton 
Road, Warmington as set out below.
LENGTH OF ROAD TO WHICH RESTRICTION APPLIES: That length of Lutton 
Road, Warmington from outside 1 Rectory Farm Cottage.
REASON FOR RESTRICTION: The restriction is required for safety during 
installation of new main.
PERIOD OF CLOSURE: The proposed Order will come into effect on 6th March 
2023 and will continue in force for a period of eighteen months. An application 
may be made for the approval of the Secretary of State for Transport for the Order 
to be extended if this proves necessary. However, the restriction specified will 
have effect only at such times and to such an extent as is indicated by the display 
of signs prescribed by the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016.
EXPECTED DURATION: It is expected that the road will be restricted for up to 
three days.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES: use Tansor Wold Road, Peterborough Road, Oundle Road, 
Church Street, Broadgate Way and Morbone Road.
If you require any further information please contact Steve Fowler  
ref:- 22/23 – N476 Steve.Fowler@northnorthants.gov.uk PKG/T23/054

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – SECTION 14 
(BROOKS ROAD, RAUNDS) 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC) ORDER 2023
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that North Northamptonshire Council have made an 
Order the effect of which is to prohibit traffic from proceeding along that length 
of Brooks Road, Raunds as set out below.
LENGTH OF ROAD TO WHICH RESTRICTION APPLIES: That length of Brooks 
Road, Raunds from Midlands Road to Parish boundary.
REASON FOR RESTRICTION: The restriction is required for safety during  
parapet repairs.
PERIOD OF CLOSURE: The proposed Order will come into effect on 13th March 
2023 and will continue in force for a period of eighteen months. An application 
may be made for the approval of the Secretary of State for Transport for the Order 
to be extended if this proves necessary. However, the restriction specified will 
have effect only at such times and to such an extent as is indicated by the display 
of signs prescribed by the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016.
EXPECTED DURATION: It is expected that the road will be restricted for until 
16th March 2023.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES: use Midland Road, Brick Kiln Road, London Road, 
Raunds Road and Denford Road.
If you require any further information please contact Steve Fowler  
ref:- 22/23 – N558 Steve.Fowler@northnorthants.gov.uk PKG/T23/109

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – SECTION 14 
(LOWICK LANE, ALDWINCLE) 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC) ORDER 2023
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that North Northamptonshire Council have made an 
Order the effect of which is to prohibit traffic from proceeding along that length 
of Lowick Lane, Aldwincle as set out below.
LENGTH OF ROAD TO WHICH RESTRICTION APPLIES: That length of Lowick 
Lane, Aldwincle from Baulks Lane to outside 12 Lowick Lane.
REASON FOR RESTRICTION: The restriction is required for safety during 
installation of new water connection.
PERIOD OF CLOSURE: The proposed Order will come into effect on 27th February 
2023 and will continue in force for a period of eighteen months. An application 
may be made for the approval of the Secretary of State for Transport for the Order 
to be extended if this proves necessary. However, the restriction specified will 
have effect only at such times and to such an extent as is indicated by the display 
of signs prescribed by the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016.
EXPECTED DURATION: It is expected that the road will be restricted for up to  
four days.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES: use Main Street and Lowick Road.
If you require any further information please contact Steve Fowler  
ref:- 22/23 – N517 Steve.Fowler@northnorthants.gov.uk PKG/T23/087

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – SECTION 14 
(VARIOUS ROADS, RINGSTEAD) 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC) ORDER 2023
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that North Northamptonshire Council have made an 
Order the effect of which is to prohibit traffic from proceeding along those 
lengths of the various roads in Ringstead as specified in the Schedule below.
REASON FOR RESTRICTION: The restriction is required for safety during ducting 
works.
PERIOD OF CLOSURE: The proposed Order will come into effect on 20th February 
2023 and will continue in force for a period of eighteen months. An application 
may be made for the approval of the Secretary of State for Transport for the Order 
to be extended if this proves necessary. However, the restriction specified will 
have effect only at such times and to such an extent as is indicated by the display 
of signs prescribed by the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016.
EXPECTED DURATION: It is expected that the roads will be restricted until  
3rd March 2023. Only one road will be closed at any one time.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES: Freemans Lane – use Chapel Lane, Pegs Lane and High 
Street. Pegs Lane – use high Street and Front Street. Ham Lane – resident access 
maintained. High Street – use Denford Road, Back Lane and Carlow Road.
If you require any further information please contact Steve Fowler  
ref:- 22/23 – N440 Steve.Fowler@northnorthants.gov.uk PKG/T23/025

SCHEDULE 
(Lengths of roads to be closed)

Freemans Lane – from Denford Road to Ford Farm. Pegs Lane – from High Street 
to Chapel Lane. Ham Lane – from Back Land for 50 metres. High Street – from 
Cherry Street to Chapel Street

Dated this 18th day of February 2023
DEBBIE CARTER-HUGHES  
Executive Director, Pathfinder Legal Services Ltd

NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL
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ACCOUNTANCY>

Email or visit our website to arrange a free initial consultation
23 Cottingham Way, Thrapston, Kettering,

Northants NN14 4PL (behind the fire station)
info@essamca.co.uk | www.essamca.co.uk | 01832 730280

•  Free initial consultation with fixed fee quotation
•  Proactive accountancy and tax service for landlords, 

sole traders, partnerships and limited companies
•  Tax planning and advice
•  Registered auditor
•  Bookkeeping, management accounts and VAT 

submissions
•  Making tax digital (MTD) submissions
•  Support packages available for all leading 

accountancy software systems
•  QuickBooks Platinum ProAdvisor
 Partner with Xero and Sage
•  Payroll, auto enrolment and CIS bureau 

service

HOME SERVICES>
Jon Spencer

Technical Drawing 
Services

Plans drawn for planning and 
building regulation applications

01933 316044

HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS>

If you would like further information about these AEDs or about training 
to know how to make a difference in a medical emergency, email: 
eastnorthantsfirstresponders@gmail.com

Once completed, the 4,000 
sq ft Corby Sixth Form will 
offer a wide range of A Level 
subjects and comprise an 
impressive new entrance, 
more than 25 classrooms, 
state-of-the-art science 
labs, resource centres 
and performance areas. 
The students will be able 
to enjoy an external roof 
terrace, a modern café and 
common room areas – all in 
a town centre location.

The design will embrace 
the current style of the 
building and has been 
designed to run as carbon 
neutral.

The new campus is being 
delivered in partnership 
between The Bedford 
College Group and North 
Northamptonshire Council. 
The Sixth Form will be run by 
The Bedford College Group 
from Autumn 2023.

Cllr David Brackenbury, 
the council’s Executive 
Member for Growth and 
Regeneration, said: “It was 
great to visit the site and see 
work progressing on the new 
Corby Sixth Form.

“This project is one of 
four across the town which 
fall under the Corby Towns 
Fund and aims to encourage 
economic growth in the local 
area, benefitting not just the 
pupils that attend but also the 
wider Corby area.

“I look forwarding to 
visiting again once the site is 
open to students and to see 
the full range of facilities on 
offer.”

The project is being 
facilitated through the Corby 
Towns Fund, which sees the 
Corby area receiving £19.9m 
from central Government 
for four projects, including 
the new Sixth Form centre. 

More details about the four 
projects and latest news are 
available via the dedicated 
Corby Towns Fund website.

The Bedford College 
Group’s Head of Sixth Forms, 
Helen Smith said: “The 
Group’s pioneering Sixth 
Form at Bedford has been 
a resounding success and 
has sent 1,000s of young 
people on to university 
and other progression 
opportunities such as Higher 
and Degree Apprenticeships. 
We hope our Corby Sixth 
Form will replicate those 
fantastic opportunities 
for young people in 
Northamptonshire.”

The Corby Sixth Form 
Centre is accepting 
applications ahead of the site 
opening its doors later in the 
year. For more information 
and to apply visit their 
dedicated website.

Work has started on transforming Chisholm House in Corby into 
a new state-of-the-art campus for 16-18 year olds, ahead of its 
opening in time for the start of the Autumn term.
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Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies are a new, 
England-wide system of 
spatial strategies that will 
establish priorities and map 
specific actions to drive 
nature’s recovery.

NNC will now work with 
partner organisations, 
landowners and local 
communities over the 
coming months to create the 
strategy, mapping key wildlife 
habitats across the local area 
and identifying priorities 
to improve, increase and 
connect habitats.

Cllr Harriet Pentland, the 
council’s Executive Member 
for Climate and Green 

Environment, said: “North 
Northamptonshire has some 
wonderful areas for wildlife, 
including the Nene Valley 
Special Protection Area, 
nature reserves and country 
parks. We are also seeing 
considerable growth in the 
area, with North Northants 
being seen as a major business 
and transport hub. While 
beneficial to the area, it also 
is important that we consider 
the impact for wildlife and the 
wider environment.

“With this in mind, this 
strategy will help to generate 
sustainable development for 
the benefit of all of us, as well 
as our environment.”

Cllr Jason Smithers, Leader 
of the Council, added: “This 
work will be of enormous 
benefit to our Planning teams 
as well as developers looking 
to enhance wildlife as part 
of new developments, as 
well as helping landowners 
and communities to identify 
opportunities to improve and 
connect their land to areas of 
wildlife importance.”

The report that was 
presented to the council’s 
Executive can be viewed on 
the NNC website.

More information about 
Nature Recovery Strategies 
are available on the 
Government website.

LOCAL NATURE 
RECOVERY STRATEGY FOR 
NORTH NORTHANTS TO 
BE PRODUCED
Following agreement at the January meeting of North 
Northamptonshire Council’s Executive, work will now start on 
producing and publishing a Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
for the area.

Residents at a retirement village in 
Northampton were given the chance to 
try their hand at some Swedish weaving 
recently as part of the crafting craze that 
has taken over since the pandemic.

Richmond Villages Northampton put on 
the workshop for its residents, which was so 
well-received that it is due to become a regular 
event. 

Swedish weaving is the latest DIY endeavour 
to be explored within the village, with plenty of 
other crafts being part of its extensive activities 
programme.

This craft involves a special basket weave-
style fabric called monks’ cloth, originating 
from the United States, where this genre of 
craft is more popular. 

The session was led by Richmond Villages’ 
Activities Manager, Chris Rayatt, who learned 
the craft in 2012 and has honed his skills ever 
since. 

As he has continued to perfect his hobby, 
Chris has founded a Facebook group called 
Swedish Weavers Around the World, which he 
continues to run today. 

Such was his passion for the craft, that 
residents at Richmond Villages Northampton 

requested a masterclass session from Chris 
himself. 

The clamour for a Swedish weaving class 
within the retirement village was so great 
that there is already a waiting list for further 
sessions to be scheduled. 

On hosting the Swedish weaving classes 
for residents, Chris Rayatt said: “It was great 
to see our residents so enthusiastic about our 
Swedish weaving class. 

“We host a plethora of activities here at 
Richmond Villages Northampton, and putting 
a smile on the faces of our residents makes 
them all worthwhile. 

“Such is the community spirit within the 
village, there’s no surprise that there was such 
a high take-up for the first Swedish weaving 
workshop.”

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RETIREMENT 
VILLAGE HOSTS FIRST SWEDISH 
WEAVING CLASS

Richmond Villages currently has availability in Northampton. For more information, 
visit Northampton | Richmond Villages (richmond-villages.com)

A number of residents were given the 
chance to formulate their own designs


