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Raunds Town Council has announced the installation of two
vibrant, eco-friendly living roofs at Marshalls Road Car Park.
These lush green additions are designed to bring a host of
environmental benefits to the heart of Raunds, enhancing the
town’s aesthetics while supporting local biodiversity.

The new living roofs, carefully
planted with a mix sedums,
offer an urban oasis for birds,
bees and other pollinators.

Beyond their beauty, the
roofs will help to reduce carbon
emissions, improve air quality,
and absorb noise pollution. The

initiative aligns with the Town
Council’s ongoing commitment
to sustainability and nature
conservation.

Councillor Ollie Curtis,

Leisure and Recreation
Committee, expressed the
Council's excitement about
the project: “These living
roofs showcase the Town
Council’s firm commitment to
creating a greener future for
our residents. They add an
element of nature to our town
centre, providing an essential
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habitat for wildlife. We're
looking forward to watching
the space evolve into a
flourishing, biodiverse area.”
The living roofs were
installed in collaboration
with Bridgman & Bridgman,
specialists in green roofing
projects. Residents are
encouraged to visit the town

centre and enjoy a closer look

at this innovative project.
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Apply for rural
business grants
up to £50,000

Using monies received from
the government’s Rural
England Prosperity Fund,
North Northamptonshire
Council has re-launched a
grant scheme to support
existing rural businesses,
with applications now open
for the final time.

Applications are now being
accepted for capital projects
that can start quickly and
be delivered in full by 28th
February 2025. A particular
target for this round is rural
diversification, including
business diversification and
projects which support the
visitor economy.

Clir David Brackenbury,
the council’s Executive
Member for Growth and
Regeneration, said: “This is
the last chance for businesses
to apply for grants of up to
£50,000 - money which
will make such a difference
to rural businesses in North
Northants.”

Applications for this
round of funding must be
received by 16th December
2024 and interested rural
businesses who wish to
apply for funding in Round
5 (final round) should email
ukspf@northnorthants.gov.
uk to request an application
form, eligibility criteria and
guidance notes.
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Council Tax Support proposals in North

Northamptonshire discussed at Executive

Assistance available to people paying their
Council Tax in the North Northamptonshire
Council area is set to remain unchanged from
previous years.

A report before the authority’s Executive on
14th November recommended that —under the
Local Council Tax Support Scheme —help for the
2025-2026 financial year would stay at the same
proportion as for 2024-2025.

This means that all eligible working age claimants
would only have to pay a minimum of 25% towards
their Council Tax liability.

Following approval by the Executive, the
proposal will go before the authority’s Council
meeting on 5th December for final sign-off.

ClIr Lloyd Bunday, the Council’s Executive
Member for Finance and Transformation, said:
“We're aware that some residents may be struggling
to pay their bills, therefore I'm delighted that we're
able to maintain the scheme at the same rate as for
the previous few years.

"l would encourage Council Tax payers to apply

GENEALOGY JOTTINGS

for Council Tax Support, more information can be
found on how to apply and the qualifying criteria on
the Council's website.”

In addition to the Council Tax Support scheme,
the Council has a scheme in place where people
who are finding themselves in difficulties can apply
for a Council Tax Discretionary Discount, which
is used to mitigate any unforeseen or exceptional
hardship circumstances that threaten taxpayers’
ability to pay the Council Tax.

The Council's revenues and benefits social
inclusion team is on hand to help customers apply
for Council Tax support, Council Tax discretionary
discounts and also other areas such as discretionary
housing payment applications, personal
independence payment applications, utilities and
general money and debt advice.

ClIr Jason Smithers, Leader of the Council, said:
“I'm pleased to see this recommendation going
before Executive for approval prior to going to
Council, as it demonstrates our continuing support
for our residents.”

WORDSBY
JAN PEARSON

When | was a child, my parents spoke in
‘backslang’ if they wanted to talk about anything
that they didn’t want me to know. This could be
anything from what to get me for my birthday,

to subjects of a more delicate matter. What they
didn’t realise at the time was that children pick
up languages very quickly. Sadly, | don’t recall
them talking about anything scandalous that
happened in the family history.

However, it might be that you have stories in
your families that have been a tad ‘sanitised’ — or
even not mentioned at all. It might be that you are
told about events that put ancestors in a better light
than the truth would and events that have been
glossed over or even lied about.

I was told that great uncle Walter fought in WW]1
but, upon arriving back in Blighty, changed his
name from Goldsmith to Smith and disappeared
“up north”. No-one knew the reason why — or they
weren't saying. His brother Ernie tracked him down
and my cousin Ray remembered meeting him in

Blackpool. But nobody knew —or was lettingon—
the reason behind the mystery. Years later, | tracked
down Walter's army record. He had enlisted on
29th February 1916 but was discharged on 19th
May, less than 3 months later, on medical grounds.
He had epilepsy.

At this time, epilepsy was largely misunderstood
and stigmatised. Employment prospects for
people with the condition were virtually non-
existentand many ended up in asylums. Itis
possible that this happened to Walter. However, H
he married in 1926 and was a master painter by the
time of the 1939 Register. He and his wife also went
on to run a boarding house. It could well be that
his name change and move to Lancashire was as a
result of the attitude to his epilepsy. Perhaps | will
never know.

Genealogy Specialists, Tracing Our
Past, Discovering Our Genes (TOP DOG)

www.genealogy-specialists.com
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Changes to burial policies and

~ regulations on Executive agenda

A recent meeting of North
Northamptonshire Council’s
Executive received two reports
on proposed changes to
cemeteries across the area.

Following onfroma
consultation earlier in 2024,
Executive approved plans to
harmonise burial reservation
policies into one unified policy
across North Northamptonshire.
The proposals are intended to
help bring consistency to the
reserving of graves across the
area.

Under the new policy, North
Northamptonshire residents
would have the option to pay
afee and reserve one plot at
atime, before burial. A grave
could also be reserved at the
time of burial, for a partner or
family member to be buried next
to each other.

Executive also approved a
report on proposals to apply
lawn cemetery regulations to the
new extension at the council’s
Shire Lodge Cemetery in Corby.
In 2020, planning permission
was obtained to extend the
cemetery to create an additional

2,978 graves.

Alawn cemeteryisa
cemetery where only headstone
memorials are installed by
families in a defined headstone
border, with no additions
outside the headstone border.
This means the cemetery has
aformal, orderly and peaceful
appearance. Currently a mix of
memorial types are permitted
across the existing cemetery.

The proposals will also help
the site be better managed in
the future and help with ensuring
the site is available for the
longest possible time.

The reportalso looked at
other operational changes
including simplifying the
opening hours of the site to
match the hours across other
council-owned cemeteries in
North Northants.

Clir David Brackenbury, the
council’s Executive Member for
Growth and Regeneration, said:
“With a growing population
across North Northants and an
increased demand for cemetery
places, itis important that we
ensure that all cemeteries run by

the council are as future-proof as
possible. This includes looking
atour burial reservation policy
and proposals to apply lawn
cemetery regulations to the new
extension at Shire Lodge.

“We know this is an emotive
topic and residents should
be assured the Executive will
consider both reports very
carefully before making any final
decisions.”

Jason Smithers, Leader of the
Council, said: “As an authority,
we have a responsibility to
make sure that services are fair
and equal across the area and
introducing a new area-wide
burial reservation policy would
help us achieve this.

“But we also need to look
locally and following the
extension to Shire Lodge in
Corby, itis important that we
make sure this is available to
use for many years to come,
which the introduction of Lawn
Cemetery Regulations would
assist with.”

The Executive meton
Thursday 14th November at
10am at the Corby Cube.
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Get involved by:

With your help, we will provide
inpatients across Northamptonshire
with a Christmas gift.

BUYING OR SELLING RAFFLE TICKETS

Including a top prize of £2,000 just
in time for Christmas.

DONATING SO WE CAN BUY GIFTS

A £10 donation could buy a gift for a
patient in hospital this Christmas.

Get Involved:

Get together for a week of festive
fundraising from 9th December.
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SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS MADE IN
IMPROVEMENTS TO PLANNING SERVICES

Significant improvement has been made in
bringing positive transformation to North
Northamptonshire Council’s planning
department —according to a recent progress
review of the service.

The peer team particularly noted the move
to two planning committees and the updated
scheme of delegation, demonstrating a proactive
approach to streamlining the decision-making
process.

The review team also noted the significant
progress to coordinate data for developer
contributions and providing greater transparency
and accountability by publishing an infrastructure
funding statement.

The review team was impressed by the culture
of collaboration and mutual support demonstrated
within the planning department and it was
also lauded for establishing apprenticeship
programmes to support the development of
planning officers.

They also recognised the ongoing efforts to
implement a new IT system intended to further
enhance the efficiency of the planning service.

However, the update report also recognised
that more work is still needed to be done and it
was identified that the Council continued to face
challenges regarding resource and recruitment,
which is common across planning services
nationally.

AT NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL

The need for good communication and timely
correspondence between the planning service
and its stakeholders was regarded as essential
and whilst some improvements were noted, it
was acknowledged that further improvement was
required in this area.

Clir David Brackenbury, the council’s Executive
Member for Growth and Regeneration, said: “After
the initial visit by the Planning Advisory Service
(PAS) we embarked upon our improvement
journey as it was essential that we brought about
rapid change.

"l welcome this progress report and we're very
pleased that it shows real positive change in the
department, which is excellent news. While we're
moving in the right direction there is no room for
complacency, and we're committed to continuing
on the right trajectory.

“l would like to acknowledge the hard work of
planning colleagues who have shown tremendous
resilience and determination to bring about this
improvement. Additionally, | would like to thank
the Peer Review team for their expert analysis and
would also like to thank everyone who engaged in
this process.”

Clir Jason Smithers, Leader of the Council, said:
“This progress report has highlighted widespread
improvements that have been made - especially
streamlining the decision-making process —and
areas where we still need to make further changes.

We work in Raunds,
Oundle, Thrapston,
Higham Ferrers,

Rushden and all
surrounding areas.
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“I'm grateful for everyone’s hard work in
bringing forward these changes and | would like to
express my gratitude to the planning improvement
board for their diligent efforts in identifying and
addressing the challenges we have encountered.

“The original peer review was requested by
myself back in 2022 as they are a great way of
making sure services can transform in the right
way. It's now essential we keep up the momentum
to ensure the service is in the best possible shape
for the residents of North Northamptonshire.”

In September 2022, the initial peer review of
the Council's Planning Service was undertaken
by a PAS Peer Review Team. This included an
extensive set of interviews and focus groups with a
wide range of internal and external stakeholders.

Following an invitation by the Council, PAS
made the second visit to the Council to conduct
a progress review in May 2024, where they were
also requested to undertake a desktop-based
review of the Council’s use of Extensions of Time
(EOT) on planning applications.

PAS is part of the Local Government Association
and is funded by government. Among other
activities, PAS undertake peer reviews for local
planning authorities.

Peer reviews can be done for any service and
operate through a ‘sector led" approach, where
local authorities help each other to continuously
improve.

Consultationon

the proposed
school admission
arrangements in North

Northamptonshire for
September 2026

North Northamptonshire Council’s School
Admissions Team is co-ordinating a
consultation on the proposed changes to the
admission arrangements for own admission
authority mainstream schools in the authority
for the September 2026 intakes.

To find out which schools are consulting
and for more information, please
visit: https://northnorthants.citizenspace.
com/school-admissions/consultation-on-
school-admission-sep-2026

The consultation will take place
between 11th November 2024 and 29th
December 2024.

North Northamptonshire Council is not
proposing to make any changes to the
admission arrangements for Community and
Voluntary Controlled schools for September
2026.

If you would like to respond to

this consultation, then please

email School Admissions

at: Schooladmissionsconsultation.NCC@
northnorthants.gov.uk no later than 29th
December 2024.
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RB Travel

01536 791066
NOVEMBER

Wed 20 Kew Gardens at Christmas

Sat23  Banbury Christmas Market

Sun 24  Skegness, Christmas by the Sea
Thu28 Bury St Edmunds

Fri 29 Worcester Christmas Market

Sat30 Bath Christmas Market

Sat30 Cadbury World at Christmas

Sun 1 Rochester Christmas Market

Tue 3 Bluewater Shopping Complex

Tue 3 Lakeside Shopping Complex

Thu 5 Christmas Lunch River Cruise

Sat7 Melton Mowbray Christmas Market
Sat7 Nottingham Christmas Market

Sat7 Stratford Upon Avon Christmas Market
Sun 8 Oxford

Sun 8 Stratford Upon Avon Christmas Market
Thu 12  Windsor OR Windsor Castle

Fri 13 Ambassador Cruise Liner, Lunch & Show
Sat 14 Hyde Park Winter Wonderland

Sat 14 Manchester Christmas Market

Sun 15  Stratford Upon Avon Christmas Market
Sat28  Skegness

Fri3 London’s Christmas Lights & Fish n Chips
Sat 4 Boundary Mills, Grantham

Sun 5 Birmingham January Sales & Primark
Wed 15 Seasonal Surprise

Sat 18  Strictly Come Dancing
Sat 1 York’s Ice Trail - free event in the town
Wed5 St Albans Market Day
Sat 8 Warwick & Leamington Spa
Sun 9 Birmingham International Tattoo
Wed 12 Boston Market & Baytree Garden Centre
Sat 15 Houses of Parliament
Sat 15 London Museums OR Free Time
Tue 18  Melton Mowbray
Wed 19 Seasonal Mystery Tour
Thu20 Ely
Fri 21 Cotswold Farm Park - Adam Henson
Sun 23  Orchids at Kew Gardens
Tue 25 Barnsdale Gardens Snow Drops
Tue 4 Springfields
Tue 4 Spalding
Thu 6 Cotswold Tour
Sat8 York OR Jorvik Viking Centre
Sat8 National Railway Museum
Check out our website
for further days out
www.rbtravel.co.uk

7 2
NOVEMBER

29 NOVEMBER-2 DECEMBER
BELGIUM CHRISTMAS MARKETS -
£519.00pp

Hotel Alize, Half Board. Mouscron is a Walloon city and municipality
located in the western part of Belgium, near the border with France.
Some of the tourist attractions you can find in Mouscron are Eglise
Saint-Barthelemy, the largest church built in the 19th century in the
neo-Gothic style; Parc du Chateau, a large park that surrounds a

beautiful castle and Les Moulins de la Marliere, a group of windmills
built in the 18th and 19th centuries to name just a few.

JANUARY

27-31 JANUARY
YORKSHIRE DELIGHTS - £379.00pp

Burn Hall Hotel Huby, York. Half Board including excursions.
Yorkshire is known for its Roman and Viking heritage, as well as its
Norman castles, medieval abbeys, and 2 national parks. The largest
area is North Yorkshire which covers nearly 3500 square miles and
is known by the locals as ‘God’s own county’, it is celebrated for
its varied landscape. York, founded by the Romans, is home to the
13th-century cathedral York Minster, Tudor houses and medieval
walls. The interactive Jorvik Viking Centre recalls the area’s 9th-
century Norse occupation.

FEBRUARY

10-14 FEBRUARY 2025
SEASIDE MYSTERY - £359.00pp

Half Board including Excursions, £359pp. On the way to our chosen
hotel we stop usually for morning refreshments and somewhere

for lunch and arrive at our ‘mystery’ hotel in plenty of time before
dinner. On the 2 - 4 day, after a leisurely breakfast and usually much
discussion about what the day might have in store, we depart for
a full day excursion. On the final day, we make our way home via
another place of interest. A different experience every time.

9-12 MARCH 2025
FLOATING ON THE RIVER SEINE IN
PARIS - UPPER DECK £609PP/MAIN
DECK £599.00pp

Full Board including Excursions. The MS Renoir floating
hotel is a premier ship that sails on the Seine, a historic and
authentic river with breathtaking views. On the deck there are
comfortable sun lounges and a large shaded area. Paris is one
of the world’s great cities with attractions such as the Eiffel
Tower, Notre Dame and the Louvre to name just a few. Paris
is also famous for its rich history, beautiful architecture and
cultural diversity. Entertainment includes a Cabaret Show on
one night and dancing on another.

CALL NOW ON 01536 791066
TO GET OUR FREE BROCHURE!

* Single-room supplement may apply. Full details in our brochure.

taurus@rbtravel.co.uk
www.taurusholidays.co.uk
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Creating a Dementia Community -
Centre of Excellence

Public Health in North Northamptonshire
Council is working with Northamptonshire
Dementia Research and Innovation Centre

(NDRIC) at the University of Northampton (UON)

with the aim of creating a Centre of Excellence
for Dementia awareness, support and care
offering high standard, quality provision.

The Orchard Project will look to align current
dementia care provision in an existing local
community centre, The Autumn Centre in Corby,
with best contemporary dementia-friendly
practices, as they work towards enhancing their
Dementia Friendly status.

Lee McCormick, Centre Manager at The
Autumn Centre said: “The Autumn Centre is
thrilled to be involved with Public Health, North
Northamptonshire Council and the University
of Northampton in such an exciting project to
become a Centre of Excellence. This will be a
great opportunity to tackle the early onset of
dementia with research and a proactive inclusive
programme.”

As part of the project there will be a series of
specifically designed public awareness activities
and events linked to both early identification of
cognitive decline and maintenance of positive
Brain Health. This 12-month programme of
events and activities will be co-produced and co-
designed with people with dementia and carers,
staff and Trustees at the Centre, and the wider
community.

The project also aims to create and develop
a model of support and outreach that can be

potentially rolled out to other similar services,
benefitting more North Northamptonshire
residents. It will explore the barriers to access and
engagement with local health care and related
services in relation to support for those effected by
a dementia diagnosis.

Councillor Gill Mercer, North Northamptonshire

Council’s Executive Member for Adults, Health
and Wellbeing said: “l am delighted that we have
recently appointed a PhD student who will be
working with Professor Jacqueline Parkes and Dr
Alison Ward from the university to plan, advertise,
recruit, and deliver the activity/event programme.
They will also be evaluating its effectiveness and
impact, especially on how dementia can affect
accessing healthcare.

“This is a project which | hope will have
far reaching benefits for those of our North
Northamptonshire residents in cognitive decline
for years to come.”

Project lead, Professor Jacqueline Parkes from
the University of Northampton said: “This is a very
exciting project which could provide a blueprint
fora community-based pathway approach to
dementia support and care.”

Groups such as local schools, faith groups,
voluntary, third sector, and community

organisations will also be invited to attend sessions

to embed dementia awareness into their work.

This work links into Integrated Care
Northamptonshire’s Dementia Strategy’s ambition
to raise awareness and reduce stigma in relation to
Mild Cognitive Impairment and dementia.

- YOURHEALTH -
- MAKING BACK PAIN WORSE

A lot of things you've read in my
articles have been about how
to help your back pain, or how
to prevent it. This week, let’s
take a look at five things that
won't help your back pain —
and might even make it worse.

WORDS BY
CLAIRE SHORT

search can convince you that a twinge in

your back is something catastrophic. Leave

the diagnosing to the professionals and save

yourself the stress (and a few sleepless nights).
4. Being hard on yourself - Stress is a major factor

in making pain feel worse, so try to find ways

to keep your stress levels down and not to

beat yourself up for having pain. With all the
2. Painkillers and pain-relieving gels - Pain help available to you, back pain shouldn’t be

relief medication can be very helpful as long-lasting.

it can allow you to keep moving, but the 5. Ignoring the pain - | know, you're tough!

recommendation is not to use it for long But ignoring back pain can lead to bigger

periods of time. Finding the right treatment problems down the line. If you're feeling

and exercises for your injury should give you sharp or persistent pain when you're active

more long-term pain relief. (e.g. mowing the lawn), it's your body’s way of
3. Self-diagnosing on the internet - As you telling you to be careful. Listen to it.

already know, this is a rant of mine. An internet I'll talk about more positive stuff next time!

1. Lying in bed all day - It’s so tempting to
stay under the covers, but resting can
actually do more harm than good. Gentle
movement is key to getting your back
feeling better.

Claire Short is a Registered Osteopath and runs The Ashgrove Clinic in Higham Ferrers.

Send questions to claire@ashgrovehealth.co.uk

Higham’s best kept secret
is right on Market Square...

When you need legal help you’ll want
a law firm that stands by you. At Wilson
Browne we have a friendly, down to-
earth-approach, so we can understand
you and you can understand us.

With offices across Northamptonshire
and in Leicester, we offer a complete
range of legal solutions for individuals
and businesses, with transparent costs.

0800 088 6004
info@wilsonbrowne.co.uk
wilsonbrowne.co.uk

« Wills, Trusts & Estates

» Managing Wealth & Assets
» Residential Conveyancing
« Family Law

« Employment Law

- Disputes

- Debt Recovery

« Business Services

- Commercial Property

wilson browne
SOLICITORS

Waiting for an appointment with a

Book now to get out of pain.

Wait no more. Our chartered physiotherapist
will help you get back to your normal life.

Call us now if...

You're waiting for a physiotherapy appointment

You want to get out of pain

You have chronic pain

You need help with
physiotherapy for Parkinson’s.

01933 469043

Take your first step to being pain free today.

www.ashgrovehealth.co.uk | reception@ashgrovehealth.co.uk

The Ashgrove Clinic, 11 Market Square, Higham Ferrers, NN10 8BT
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New bus services to help
conhect communities

More new and enhanced bus services are being
introduced across the North Northamptonshire
Council area.

The services have been subsidised by the
council from its own budgets and through funding
targeted from the previous Government’s Bus
Service Improvement Programme, as well as from
developer contributions.

The move supports the council’'s own Bus
Service Improvement Plan, which was approved
by Executive this year, and is in addition to other
service improvements announced in September.

ClIr Matt Binley, the Council's Executive Member
for Highways, Travel and Assets, said: “I'm
delighted to announce further improvements to
bus services in the North Northamptonshire area
—a welcome addition to our network and a great
way for people to get to work, go shopping or just
meet up with friends.

“There are so many advantages to people
making journeys by bus. | hope that people will
start using these new routes as that is essential if
they are to continue and hopefully for many of the
services to eventually become fully commercially
viable.”

Jason Smithers, Leader of the Council, said: “It's
important that we do what we can to develop our
well-connected communities and I'm pleased that
we're able to strengthen our bus network.

“Buses play a major role in reducing congestion
on our roads, reducing pollution and helping us
meet our ambitious carbon reduction targets.”

T December 20724

10.00am

New services
* Stagecoach 5-Corby, Corby Village, Little

Stanion and Magna Park — Mondays to Saturdays

Enhanced Services
* CB3 Lawsons—Corby, Corby Village, Gretton,

Cottingham, Rockingham, Wilbarston, Ashton to

Market Harborough (Replaces existing Welland
Wanderer) - Tuesdays (shopping journey)

» 2 Stagecoach - Extension of Service 2 from
Corby to Kettering via Priors Hall, Weldon,
Oakley Vale and Kettering General Hospital -
Mondays to Saturdays, hourly (not evenings)

» 2C Stagecoach —New late evening service from

Corby town centre to Corby estates —Mondays
to Fridays, one additional journey

* 94 —Rushden Lakes to Oundle —Monday to
Friday, four journeys

Demand Response Service
Oundle Zones now including Titchmarsh -
Mondays to Saturdays

* Three return journeys at distribution centres
shift times in Corby from Raunds, Thrapston and
Stanion.

* Three return journeys from Corby to Rushden
Lakes in the afternoon and evening via
Woodford, Addington, Thrapston, Brigstock
and Stanion.

e Early morning and late night connections to and
from Northampton at Rushden Lakes for many

East Northants towns and villages.

CHRISTMAS
LIGHT

5.00pm | SWITCH-ON

100+ Stalls - Santa's Grotto - Reindeers - [lot & Cold Food
Gifts - Goodies - Prass Band - Fun Fair - Carols
Herbie Lamb ’JJ
Quartet live

in Queen
Victoria Hall
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The Garage Door Centre Showroom is the largest in the
county boasting over 100 quality products. Our tfeam
of experts are on hand to assist you with choosing the

perfect garage or entfrance door for your property. From
consultation to installation we are with you every step.

01933 229135
enquiries@thegaragedoorcentre.co.uk
www.thegaragedoorcentre.co.uk
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

6 - 8 Meadow Close, Finedon Road,
Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 4BH

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm Saturday: 9am - 1pm

Samson Outdoor Living specialise in premium bespoke
outdoor living products from automated awnings and
pergolas to glassrooms and louvred roof systems, giving
you year round outdoor protection.

01933 448844
enquiries@samsonawnings.co.uk
WWW.samsonawnings.co.uk
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Ajay Tegala - Wetland Diaries:

Ranger Life and Rewilding on Wicken Fen

> SATURDAY 23RD NOVEMBER, 7.30PM
Rutland Sinfonia Concert - St. Peter’s Church,
Oundle. Tickets £5-£15. www.rutlandsinfonia.
org.uk. Mozart Piano Concerto No. 24, Bruckner
Symphony No. 4 (‘Romantic’)

> FRIDAY 29TH NOVEMBER, 6PM-9PM
Raunds Library Christmas Craft Fair - Raunds
Community Library, High Street, Raunds NN9 6HT.
01933 623747. Gifts, crafts and so much more.

> SUNDAY 1ST DECEMBER, 9.20AM

Higham Ferrers Footpath Group - Saffron Road
car park for car sharing. Mark 07462 422097. 6.5-
mile circular walk from Warmington, walking past
Fotheringhay and Elton.

AJAY TEGALA

FOREWORD BY DAME FIONA REYNOLDS
TARNER DIREGTOR-TNTRAL OF THE NATIONAL TRURT

Wetland
Diaries

RANGER LIFE

AND REWILDING
ON WICKEN FEN

Friday 29th November, /.45pm-8.45pm,
St Peter’s Church, North Street, Oundle

> SATURDAY 23RD NOVEMBER, 7-9.30PM
Unschooled Ordinary Men - a Christian
Vision for Men event - Park Road Bapitist
Church, Park Road, Rushden NN10 ORG.
Booking online at www.tickettailor.com/events/
christianvisionformen/1321152.

first on Blakeney Point, North
Norfolk and then on Wicken
Fen. Ajay is passionate about
protecting wildlife and engaging
people with nature.

Tucked away in the flat lands

of rural East Anglia lies Wicken

i Fen, loved for its big skies and
tiny creatures, boasting over
9,000 recorded species. For

i 125 years, this wildlife sanctuary
has been cared for by the

¢ National Trust.

: A dedicated team look

after this precious wetland of

{ international importance, working
with herds of free-roaming

horses and cattle, weathering the
i elements to cope creatively with
the dramas of a life outdoors at

i the cutting edge of conservation.
: Wetland Diaries is a seasonal
account of ranger life on Wicken

i Fen, restoring a once widespread
landscape and the spectrum

of emotions experienced. Ajay

i Tegala shares the spiritand
atmosphere of the Fens, offering

i aninsightinto the privileges and
pressures of managing semi-wild
animals in one of the country’s

¢ first wetland restoration projects,
creating precious breathing
space for nature and people alike.

> SUNDAY 1ST DECEMBER, 10.15AM
Morning Worship at Whitefriars Church

- Whitefriars Primary School, Boughton Drive,
Rushden NN10 9HX

> SATURDAY 14TH DECEMBER, 7.30PM
Oundle and District Choral Society will
perform their Christmas concert - St Peter’s
Church, Oundle. We are singing Handel's Messiah,
Part 1; Vivaldi's Gloria, and Vaughan Williams’
Fantasia on Christmas Carols. Tickets £12 available
from members or on the door. A glass of wine and
festive mince pie included in the ticket price.

‘A wonderfully evocative account
of life as a ranger on one of
Britain's oldest and best-loved
nature reserves, packed with
delightful stories of the people
and wildlife, and written by one of
our brightest young naturalists.’
Stephen Moss, naturalist,
bestselling author, TV producer

> SUNDAY 24TH NOVEMBER, 10.15AM
Morning Worship with Holy Communion

- preacher: Rev George Rogers
(Peterborough) - Whitefriars Church, Whitefriars
Primary School, Boughton Drive, Rushden NN10O
9HX.

> SUNDAY 24TH NOVEMBER, 10AM-4PM
Art & Craft Fayre - Masonic Hall, Wellingborough
Road, Rushden NNT10 9Y]. Free entry, car parking
available. “There will be a variety of stalls from
Waxology, jewellery, pottery, crafts and beautiful art
from local artists to homemade cakes and goodies,
tombola and a children’s colouring competition.
Plus this year we are providing refreshments too.”

‘A hugely enjoyable behind the
scenes look at the reality of a life
given over to the restoration of
nature. Ajay’s vivid portrayal of
his work at Wicken Fen is written
with great honesty and humility,
bringing one of the UK's most
treasured nature reserves to life
inallits tangled, waterlogged
glory.’

Lee Schofield, conservationist,

author of Wild Fell

> SUNDAY 15TH DECEMBER, 9.40AM
Higham Ferrers Footpath Group - Saffron Road
car park for car sharing. Daphne 07709 569415.
Christmas Hat 3-mile walk from Seasons Garden
Centre, Burton Latimer.

> WEDNESDAY 27TH NOVEMBER, 5PM

The Snow Queen - St Rumbald’s Church, Stoke
Doyle, invites you to enjoy a performance of ‘The
Snow Queen’. Tickets £15 from liz.sdoyle@
hotmail.com or Mob 07713396130. Mulled wine
and festive fare served after the performance.

> SUNDAY 29TH DECEMBER, 10AM

Higham Ferrers Footpath Group - Saffron Road
car park. Daphne 07709 569415. Our last walk of
2024, a 5.5-mile walk in the Higham Ferrers area.

Ajay Tegala

Ajay shares his passion for

the natural world through his

i work as a wildlife presenter. His
{ television credits include BBC

' Springwatch and Inside the Bat
i Cave. Asa countryside ranger,

Ajay will be in conversation with
Francis Pryor. Francis was one
ofthe key consultants on Time
Team, and the resident Bronze
Age and Iron Age expert. He

is also famed for the discovery

of Flag Fen, a 3,500-year-

old Bronze Age site near
Peterborough. He has written
many books including The Fens.
His latest publication is A Fenland
Garden, published last year.
Francis was awarded an MBE in
1999 for services to tourism.

' Ajay is grounded in the world
of conservation. At the age of

i 15, he decided to become a
conservationist after a week

¢ volunteering with the National
Trustin his native East Anglian
Fens. He has worked in nature
conservation for over a decade,

Francis Pryor

Tickets £8 (£7) available from Oundle Bookshop (cash only), or online at
www.authorsinoundle.co.uk. Enquiries contact info@authorsinoundle.co.uk
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er fJfJ/ "/"’“ Discover the magic of winter at the Nene

Park Winter Festival — tickets on sale now!

This year, as part of a collaboration with the
National Literacy Trust in Peterborough, there
will be a brand-new addition! Local author and
illustrator Ellie Sandall has created an exclusive
storybook, inspired by the enchanted forest, as a
gift for you to enjoy at home.

Gather your family and friends and make lasting
memories at the Nene Park Winter Festival.
Tickets are just £10.50 per person, with free
admission for children under 3. Your ticket also
includes parking, with entry sessions available at
4pm, 5.30pm, and 7pm. Best of all, every ticket
purchased helps support the ongoing care and
upkeep of Nene Park.

Step into the magic of winter as the Nene Park
Winter Festival returns! Open on 16 selected
dates from Saturday 30th November through
to Christmas Eve, Ferry Meadows will transform
into an enchanted forest filled with magical
surprises. Tickets on sale now!

Hosted by Nene Park Trust, this year's festival
promises an unforgettable evening for visitors of
all ages. Follow the willow sculpture trail, enjoy
captivating performances, experience an outdoor
cinema screening under the stars and explore
magical activities. Indulge in a delicious menu of
festive food and drink, and then visit our Christmas
Shop for seasonal treats and gifts.
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Find out more and book your tickets now at www.nenepark.org.uk/winter-festival
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The Hawthorns

NORTHAMPTON

ALL-INCLUSIVE
RETIREMENT LIVING

The Hawthorns’ all-inclusive rental model encompasses all the features
you would expect of a luxury retirement community with certainty,
easy planning, and flexibility.

 Studio, 1-bed or 2-bed apartments for single occupancy or couples
* No long-term commitment, service costs or exit fees - just 30 days’ notice
+ Cinema, library, hair salon, therapy room and short mat indoor bowling
* Includes all meals and snacks, housekeeping, property upkeep, and utility bills
* Full calendar of events, exercise classes, day trips and activities
* Staff on hand 24/7

01604 358133 | hawthornsretirement.co.uk

Weedon Road | Upton | Northampton | Northamptonshire | NN5 4WR

Q ﬁlrlT
furmture centre

stylish home furniture

Pytchley Lodge Road, Kettering NN15 6JQ
sales@thefurniturecentre.com 01536 414121
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OSBORNE SPORTS & TOYS
TOYMASTER)

www.osbornes-rushden.co.uk
Local traditional toy shop, established over 60 years.

Stockists of Lego, Playmobil, Hornby, Airfix,
Hasbro, Mattel, Sylvanian and most leading brands.

118 High Street, Rushden
Northants NN10 OPE
Tel: 01933 312415

%JOIH the fight against litter

Voiunteer .+ Action recogn ises
supporters for long servnce“ =

To advertise in Nene
Valley News please call

01522 692542

: The group is co-ordinated by
i Craig Blacha in Rushden and

: was established in January
i there has been a regular

from Rushden and Higham
i Ferrers alone.

Since January 2024, a new volunteer litter-picking group has

i been working in Rushden & Higham Ferrers, in conjunction

with the Wellie Wombles, covering Wellingborough and

i neighbouring towns and villages.

-~ - ¥ { -
W ‘

can find more information by
following our Facebook page
@Welliewombles. When
Ditchford Lane was initially
closed, we collected 100 bags
from that small stretch of road.”

You can also hire equipment
for free from Rushden Library
and Higham Ferrers Town
Council offices.

litter collected is eye-watering
but in the fight against litter is
our small army of volunteers
who dedicate their time to
making our streets clean. I'm
so grateful to each person
who has helped us this year
in keeping our streets clean.
We are always looking for
new volunteers and people

Higham Ferrers and since it

flow of volunteers who have
collected 418 bags of litter

Craig said: “The volume of

@ OUNDLE CARPETS & FLOORING (ol 0.

Carpets * Vinyl
Engineered & Solid Wood
Luxury Vinyl Tile

Stock Rolls - Remnants

Experts in all types of flooring.
Free Estimating Service.

Local business that takes

care of our customers, with
high quality fitting service.

Opening Times:

Why not visit our showroom to see the Iatest designs at competltlve prlces.

Lasss -

8.30am-5.30pm Monday to Friday, 10am-4pm Saturday

Email: sales@oundlecarpets.com

Q 01832 275009 (@ 07377 950625
Unit 4-6, Eastwood Road, Oundle, PE8 4DF
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Cylinders « Pumps ¢ Valves

Family NOTICES | &

Showers ¢ Toilets
Basins ¢ Taps

Nene Valley News can help S ——
you make those important A e TR
family announcements.

PUBLIC NOTICES

5
Santa's Grotto
S OLIEEL T Book online now - scan the QR code ACCOUNTANCY

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 — SECTION 14
(THE HEDGES, HIGHAM FERRERS)
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF THROUGH TRAFFIC) ORDER 2024
Jon Essam & Co Ltd NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that North Northamptonshire Council have made an
Chartered Accountants Order the effect of which is to prohibit traffic from proceeding along that length
of The Hedges, Higham Ferrers as set out below.
LENGTH OF ROAD TO WHICH RESTRICTION APPLIES: That length of The Hedges,

Real Christmas Trees

. + Freeinitial consultation  « Bookkeeping, Higham Ferrers between no.56 and no.58.
in stock from the end with fixed fee quotation management accounts REASON FOR RESTRICTION: The restriction is required for safety during foul
« Proactive accountancy and VAT submissions sewer connection.
f b and tax service for + Making tax digital (MTD) PERIOD OF CLOSURE: The proposed Order will come into effect on 25th November
(0) NOVCm er. landlords, sole traders, submissions 2024 and will continue in force for a period of eighteen months. An application
partnershipsandlimited . qQuickBooks Platinum may be made for the approval of the Secretary of State for Transport for the Order
. . companies ProAdvisor, Partner with to be extended if this proves necessary. However, the restriction specified will
(Dehve y avallable) + Taxplanning and advice Xero and Sage have effect only at such times and to such an extent as is indicated by the display
« Registered auditor « Payroll, auto enrolment of signs prescribed by the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016.
and CIS bureau service EXPECTED DURATION: It is expected that the road will be restricted for up to
5 days.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES: use St James Close and Handcross Way.
‘t 5"““'{“,;53,“ @. S=02 | ﬁ'ﬁ’c“i'-“f-ckbooks- If you require any further information please contact Steve Fowler
e IS e e Ie o T e (e ceonaItation ) ref:- 24/25 — N450 Steve.Fowler@northnorthants.gov.uk  PKG/T24/660
23 Cottingham Way, Thrapston, Kettering, Dated this 23rd day of November 2024
Northants NN14 4PL (behind the fire station) SANJIT SULL

info@essamca.co.uk | www.essamca.co.uk | 01832730280 . _— N
@ ! ! Director of Law & Governance (Monitoring Officer) (Interim)

Countr
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Our family, caring for yours

Hermitage House
Care Home

Hermitage House provides the
highest standards of family-led
residential and dementia care. Our
home is luxurious and beautifully
furnished, whilst retaining a warm
family atmosphere that makes
Hermitage House feel extra special.

01832 430 083

Kingfisher Road, Thrapston, - = : 20
Kettering, NN14 4GN - CARE HOME

GROUP

www.countrycourtcare.com
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Remembrance Day Parade and Service -
Rushden'’s heartfelt tribute to our heroes

On Sunday 10th November, Rushden came together for a moving Remembrance Day
service and parade in honour of those who have served and sacrificed. Organised by
Rushden Town Council and supported by the Royal British Legion Rushden Branch, the
annual event drew a large gathering of residents and community leaders.

The commemoration began The service continued at

with a parade assembling St Mary’s Church at 11.15am,

at 10.15am at Rushden Hall, where attendees joined in

Hall Park. further reflection. Rushden Town
The parade proceeded tothe  Council and the Royal British

Rushden War Memorial, where  Legion extend heartfelt thanks

a service took place, including to all who attended, honouring

the laying of over 50 wreaths our shared commitment to

and a two-minute silence was remembrance and respect.

observed at 11am. Lest We Forget.

What makes
Serve home care
services different?

First and foremost, we're not in it to make a profit.

Unlike other home care providers, Serve is a 40+
year old registered charity, and the income we
earn through our home care services goes into
our charitable activities that are provided free of
charge, or at minimal cost, to local people.

® Home care ® Personal care ® Respite care
® Palliative care ® Medication Management
® Support for hospital discharge

® Meal Preparation ® Befriending

® Companionship ® Household cleaning
Our unbeatable range of home care services, is ® Shopping and Errands

tailor-made to support and improve the daily ® Support to access the community

lives of adults living in the area. ® Dementia and Alzheimer's Care

8 West Street, Rushden NN10 ORT
Tel: 01933 315555

info@serve.org.uk - www.serve.org.uk

supporting independence
Charity Number: 1043321 @ G




